
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
      
   

 
        

 
 

        
     

     
      

        
        

   
 

     
      

     
       

    
 

        
     
        

      
 

 
     

   
 

         
       
       

 
       

   
     

Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Rese.itCh Age~ 

Gniomhaireacht Thuaisc:eart £ireann 
um Staitistici agus Taighde 

NISRA STATISTICS PRESS NOTICE  
Popular  First Names in Northern 
Ireland for  Babies Registered in  
2022  

27 March 2023 

JAMES  AND GRACE THE MOST POPULAR NI  BABY  NAMES FOR BIRTHS  
REGISTERED IN  2022  

James and Grace were the most popular first names given to babies in Northern 
Ireland, for births registered in 2022. 

This is one of the findings of the Baby Names 2022 statistics published today by the 
Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency. 

The statistics show Grace has held the top spot as the most popular girls’ name 
since 2018 and has appeared in the top three most popular names for 17 
consecutive years. James has returned to number one after a six-year stretch at the 
top spot between 2015 and 2020, and placing third in 2021. 

In terms of boys’ names, Jack was a close second to James, after reaching the top 
spot last year. Noah returned to third place, where it was in 2019 and 2020, after 
reaching second place last year. 

Oisin entered the boys’ top 10 in 2022 for the first time since the recording of first 
names began in 1997. Thomas re-entered the top 10 after narrowly missing in 2021. 
Within the boys’ top 100, the highest climbers in popularity between 2021 and 2022 
were Hugo, Luca, and Hudson. Some of the less common names given to baby boys 
in 2022 were King, Great, and Art. 

For baby girls, Grace has taken the top spot for the fourth year running, and this is 
the seventeenth consecutive year it has appeared in the top three. Emily remained 
the second most popular girls’ name in 2022, holding this spot for the last five 
consecutive years, and Fiadh was in third place after entering the top 10 for the first 
time in 2020. 

Within the girls’ top 100, the highest climbers in popularity between 2021 and 2022 
were Pippa, Nevaeh, and Lucia. 

As with previous years, there were a greater variety of girls’ names (2,278) than 
boys’ names (1,809) registered in 2022. Some of the less common names given to 
baby girls in 2022 were North, Angel and Pearl. 

Birth registrations in 2022 included 950 baby names that had not been used before. 
Blockbuster movies, popular television series, current celebrities and memorable 
places continue to appear to be influencing factors for some parents. 



 

    

 

      
    
      
     
   
      
      
       
      

      
 

 

   
      
    
      
      
    
      
    
     

 

     
       

     
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Top 10 baby names in Northern Ireland, 2022 

Boys: 

1. James – 175 Babies 
2. Jack – 169 Babies 
3. Noah – 146 Babies 
4. Theo – 132 Babies 
5. Charlie  – 131 Babies 
6. Oliver – 123 Babies 
7. Oisin – 119 Babies 
8. Harry – 118 Babies 
9. Cillian – 111 Babies 
10. Thomas – 107 Babies 

Girls: 

1. Grace  – 168 Babies 
2. Emily – 152 Babies 
3. Fiadh  – 148 Babies 
4. Olivia – 141 Babies 
5. Isla – 118 Babies 
6. Aoife  – 113 Babies 
7. Lily – 110 Babies 
8. Annie  – 97 Babies 
9. Evie/Freya – 94 Babies 

You can find out more about these names and others on NISRA’s interactive 
dashboard which facilitates name searches by rank, number of babies registered 
with that name, meaning and origin. The dashboard is available via a link on the 
main baby names web page. 

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/statistics/births/baby-names


  
 

      
    

       
       

       
        

   
 

       
     

      
 

      
    

 
 

    
   

 
        

      
 

    
 

      
   

   
  

  
 
 

        
    

      
       
      

 
 
 

 

Notes to Editors: 

1. The baby name statistics have been derived from annual births registration 
data and include all live births, to both resident and non-resident mothers, 
registered in Northern Ireland during 2022. This is not necessarily the year 
these births will have occurred (e.g. a birth that occurs near the end of 
December 2022 may not have been registered until early January 2023.  
Similarly, births occurring near the end of 2021 but not registered until 2022 
will have been included in this analysis). 

2. Different spellings of a name have been treated as separate names (e.g. 
Amelia and Amelija). Names containing accents have been analysed without 
those accents (e.g. Séan was analysed as Sean). 

3. Further information on the production of Baby Names statistics in Northern 
Ireland is provided in the Baby Names Information Paper on the NISRA 
website. 

4. A pdf bulletin containing infographics to accompany this release is available 
on the baby names section of the NISRA website. 

5. We welcome feedback from users on the content, format and relevance of this 
release. Please send feedback to the email address below. 

6. Follow NISRA on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 

7. Any queries relating to its statistical or data content and requests for further 
information should be addressed to NISRA Customer Services at: 
E-mail: demography@nisra.gov.uk 
Telephone Number: 028 9025 5390 
Responsible Statistician: Carly Gordon 

8. All media queries to Department of Finance Press Office at 
dof.pressoffice@finance-ni.gov.uk or on Tel: 028 90816724. The Executive 
Information Service operates an out of hours service For Media Enquiries 
Only between 1800hrs and 0800hrs Monday to Friday and at weekends and 
public holidays. The duty press officer can be contacted on 028 9037 8110. 

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/baby-names/supporting-information
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/statistics/births/baby-names
http://twitter.com/NISRANINIS
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Belfast-United-Kingdom/Northern-Ireland-Statistics-Research-Agency/131044496943228?v=wall
https://m.youtube.com/user/nisrastats
mailto:demography@nisra.gov.uk
mailto:dof.pressoffice@finance-ni.gov.uk

