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The importance of shipping and trade to the economy of the UK, an island nation, has 

resulted in the establishment of a large number of ports around the coast, which are very 

diverse in terms of size and type of cargo handled.  Around 95 per cent by volume of the 

UK’s international trade is transported by sea, and at least until recently, the UK port sector 

handled a greater weight of goods than any other in Europe.  The Department for Transport 

(DfT) collects and publishes statistics about passenger and freight traffic through the ports of 

the UK.  The statistics in these releases are collected to provide information on trends and 

patterns in the handling of freight traffic at UK sea ports. 

 
Statisticians within the Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency (NISRA) analyse and 

manipulate the portion of the data collected by the DfT which relates to Northern Ireland 

ports, and release this information as the Northern Ireland Ports Traffic publication.  This 

publication includes data on the total tonnage of goods through Northern Ireland ports, the 

direction of travel and the type of cargo which is being transported.  The publication also 

includes data on the number of tourist vehicles passing through Northern Ireland ports each 

year. 

 
Users of the Great Britain and Northern Ireland data include central government, the 

devolved administrations and local government, the maritime industry, transport consultants 

and academics, and international organisations.  Uses, both inside and outside government, 

include: 

 
(1) as general background to sector trends, to inform the development and evaluation of 

policy; 

(2) in the development or testing of transport and environmental models and forecasts; 

(3) in market analysis by transport consultants and businesses; and 

(4) to respond to requests for information from Parliament, members of the public and 

international organisations, including Eurostat’s compilation of maritime statistics for 

the EU. 

 
We continuously review the content of these statistics to ensure that they provide the most 

useful information whilst minimising the burden on data providers.  We welcome any 

feedback on these statistics by email to brian.grogan@nisra.gov.uk. 
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