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Please note that a correction has been made to this document. This bulletin
was first published at 9.30am on 29 December 2011. It was reissued on 28
October 2013.
In tables 2.1 to 2.3 of Table 2: Business Demography Tables in the original
publication, provisional data for 2009 had not been updated with final data. This
also affected some of the figures quoted in the bulletin in the BIRTHS, DEATHS
AND SURVIVAL RATES section. The errors have now been corrected and the
revised bulletin and updated tables reissued. Amended cells in the tables are
highlighted in yellow. The figures in the publication are consistent with the data
available at the time of original publication. Figures for 2010 have since been
revised.
NISRA seeks to minimise the need for corrections in its statistical publications.
However, where material errors are detected, it undertakes to issue corrections
promptly, to alert key stakeholders and to provide an explanation.

Contents
1
Executive Summary
Pages 1 -3

2
Contact Information
Page 4

3
Background notes
and definitions
Pages 5-6

10-19
emps
6.0%

20-49
emps
3.2%

50-2 49
em ps
1.5%
250+ em ps
0.3%

5-9 emp s
13.1%

0-4 emps
75.9%

District Council Information
•

•

•

•

•

Belfast District Council accounts for the
largest proportion (12.3%) of VAT and/or
PAYE registered businesses in Northern
Ireland.
Fermanagh District Council has the
greatest number of VAT and/or PAYE
registered businesses (2,000) with
turnover below £50,000. Five other
District Councils in NI (Newry & Mourne,
Omagh, Dungannon, Belfast and Armagh)
each reported a thousand or more VAT
and/or PAYE registered businesses with
turnover below £50,000.
As expected, Belfast has the greatest
number (325) of VAT and/or PAYE
registered businesses reporting a
turnover of greater than £5million, with
Lisburn accounting for the second
highest number (90).
Belfast also had the largest number of
businesses with less than 10 employees
(6,705), as well as being the District
Council with the largest number of
businesses with 250+ employees (75).
Outside of Belfast, Newry and Mourne
had the largest number of VAT and/or
PAYE registered businesses (4,680)
whereas Carrickfergus had the fewest
(765).

The estimates in the following two sections
covering Private / Public status and Legal
status are Reporting unit based and will
include multinational businesses located in
NI and are therefore comparable against
previous editions of this publication.
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Quarterly Employment Survey show that
public sector businesses account for
almost a third (31.4%) of employee jobs
in Northern Ireland.
Micro businesses (those employing
between 0 and 9 persons) dominate the
private sector, accounting for 89.4% of all
private sector businesses. In contrast,
the public sector is dominated by large
businesses employing 250 or more
persons, with 32.3% of public sector
businesses within this category.
92.2% of all Northern Ireland medium
sized businesses (i.e. those employing
between 50 and 249 persons) are within
the private sector. However, the
proportion of medium sized enterprises
within the Public sector and Private sector
is 35.8% and 1.6% respectively.
Legal Status of Businesses
The majority (47.7%) of businesses in
Northern Ireland, in 2011, were
registered as ‘Sole Proprietors’.
Under half of all VAT and/or PAYE
registered businesses were registered as
either a ‘Company’ (27.9%) or as a
‘Partnership’ (18.8%).
A total of 0.4% of VAT and/or PAYE
registered businesses, in Northern
Ireland, belong to the Public sector. A
further 5.2% of VAT and/or PAYE
registered firms are non-profit making
organisations.

VAT AND/OR PAYE DATA TABLES LINK

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND SURVIVAL RATES
Private and Public Sector Businesses
All VAT and PAYE registered businesses on
the IDBR can be grouped into either Public or
Private sector. The Private sector is a
combination of registered businesses whose
legal status falls under the category of
“Company”, “Sole Proprietor”, “Partnership”
or “Non-profit making organisation” while the
public sector is comprised of those registered
as “Public Corporation”, “Central
Government” and “Local Authority”.
•
•

68,910 (99.6%) of the 69,175 NI
businesses on the register in March
2011 were within the private sector.
Although the public sector accounts for a
very small proportion (0.4%) of the total
number of businesses in Northern
Ireland, estimates from the March 2011

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) has
responsibility for the publication of official
business births, deaths and survival rates
(Business Demography: Enterprise Births and
Deaths). This publication uses an enterprise
based methodology that includes all
businesses registered for VAT and/or PAYE.
•

•

In the 2010 calendar year, a total of
4,590 enterprises were born in Northern
Ireland (3,945 in 2009). In the same
year, there were 5,390 deaths of
enterprises (5,220 in 2009).
The business birth rate in Northern
Ireland in 2010, as a proportion of active
enterprises, was 7.8% (6.6% in 2009).
This was the lowest of the 12 UK regions.
The overall birth rate for the UK in 2010
was 10.2% (10.1% in 2009).
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NI businesses by industry section - March 2011

