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Comparability of the Census questionnaire in 
Northern Ireland between 2001 & 2011 
 
The information that follows gives an overview of the differences between questions asked in the 2001 and 
2011 Northern Ireland Censuses. It complements what was previously published in “The 2011 Census of 
Population in Northern Ireland – Proposals” in March 2010. It highlights points to consider when comparing 
census outputs from 2001 with those being published for the 2011 Census. An annex to this report deals 
more specifically with the differences in the tables being published in 2011 and their equivalent in 2001 and 
the extent to which direct comparison is possible. This annex will be updated with each release of outputs. 
 
Changes to the 2011 questionnaire came about as a result of consultation with key users and the topics 
included were those shown to be the most needed by major users of census information. Changes were 
also made to produce more reliable and accurate, good quality data. Significant change in society has 
taken place within the last 10 years and as a result new questions have been introduced to the census 
questionnaire as well as amendments to existing questions in an attempt to deliver more relevant statistics, 
for example the introduction of Civil Partnerships. 
 
In the main, 2011 Census outputs will be comparable with those from 2001, and trends over time will be 
evident. The above mentioned annex further highlights where there may be issues with comparability in 
specific outputs. 
 
The format of the report presents the 2001 questions alongside those from the 2011 census. Detail is 
provided around all the changes that have been made to the questions, for example, in the changes to tick 
boxes or routing of a question. Reasons are provided for the inclusion of new and the omission of previous 
questions. 
 
A census has been carried out in Northern Ireland every decade since 1951 coinciding with censuses in the 
rest of the United Kingdom. However, this report deals specifically with the comparability of the questions 
asked in the 2011 and 2001 Censuses. It, along with the accompanying annex, outlines the impact on the 
comparability of the statistics that will be published. Details of comparability between the 1991 and 2001 
Censuses are covered in chapter four of the Definitions volume from the 2001 Census. 
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/proposals.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/proposals.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/comparability-outputs-between-2001-and-2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/comparability-outputs-between-2001-and-2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/comparability-outputs-between-2001-and-2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2001/background/metadata/chapter-4-comparability-with-the-1991-Census.pdf
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Summary of Questionnaire changes from 2001 to 2011 
 
Questions 
 
As noted previously a number of new questions were introduced to the Northern Ireland Census 
questionnaire in 2011, twelve in total. These where: 
 

• Accommodation design or adaptation 
• Voluntary work 
• Nature of health conditions 
• Intention to stay in the UK 
• Lived outside Northern Ireland 
• Last country lived in 
• Date of most recent arrival in Northern Ireland 
• Passports held 
• National Identity 
• Main language 
• English proficiency 
• Knowledge of Ulster-Scots 

 
Four previous questions were excluded from the 2011 questionnaire, these were: 
 

• Availability of bath/shower and toilet 
• Lowest floor level of household’s accommodation 
• Rooms of household accommodation located on more than 1 floor 
• How many people work for your employer 

 
In total the 2011 questionnaire had 59 questions, 14 household questions and 45 individual questions. 
 
In 2001 the questionnaire had 46 questions, 11 household questions and 35 individual questions. 
 
In 2011 those aged 16 and over answered questions 27 to 42 on the labour market topic where as in 2001 
only those aged 16 to 74 years answered the equivalent questions (numbers 16 to 34). 
 
Enumeration Base 
 
In 2001 usual residents were self defined. The 2011 Census questionnaire was designed to guide the 
respondent through a more formal definition of a usual resident i.e. the questionnaire was more explicit, 
through the use of tick boxes and routing, who should be included in each response. 
 
In the 2011 Census information has been collected and will be published on usual residents and short-term 
residents. This contrasts to the 2001 Census which only collected (and published) information on usual 
residents.  
 
In 2011 a usual resident was formally defined as ‘someone staying or intending to stay in the United 
Kingdom for 12 months or more.’ A short-term resident is considered to be someone staying in the United 
Kingdom for 3 months or more but less than 12. This gives a wider enumeration base than in 2001. 
For further detail on how the questionnaire was developed you may refer to “The 2011 Census of 
Population in Northern Ireland – Proposals” and “Previous Census Events and Consultations”. 
 
A further comparability document will be published during 2013. This report will deal with comparability of 
the 2011 questionnaire across the UK and is being developed in conjunction with the Census offices in 
England & Wales and Scotland. 
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/proposals.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/proposals.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/previous-events-and-consultation.pdf
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2001 - 2011 Questionnaire Comparison 
 
 

2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Enumeration Base 
Count of usual residents in the household and household members table 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Who usually lives here’ was added to the household 
members’ question, thus reminding respondents to include 
everyone. 
In H2, a new question, respondents are asked to count the 
people listed in H1. 
In H3 ‘starting with yourself’ was added to the beginning of 
the question and asked respondents to list all the people 
they counted in H2. 
 
Instruction change: 
Definitions clarifying who should be included in these 
questions are on pages 2 and 31 of the questionnaire. 
 
Tick box change: 
In 2001, household members’ names were collected in a 
table which accommodated up to 12 people. 
The question did not ask for a count of the number of people 
usually living in the household. 
A list of instructions informed respondents which people they 
should include within the table as a household member. 
In 2011, in question H1, respondents were required to tick 
the boxes to show what types of people lived in their 
household. In the second question (H2) they were asked to 
provide the total number of household members. 
The list of people to include was more comprehensive in 
2011. 
The wording of some of the tick boxes changed to improve 
clarity and meaning of the categories. 
 
Routing change: No 

Amended. 
 
Data still has comparable areas with 
2001. 
Changes to the population base will 
have an impact on the statistics.  
(Individuals staying, or intending to 
stay, 12 months or more are 
considered as usual residents in 
2011, compared to six months or 
more in 2001). 

Broadly comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Enumeration Base 
Visitors 

 

 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
The 2011 question (H4) collected additional information 
about visitors which included sex, date of birth and usual 
address. 
Additionally each tick box provided clarity on who should be 
included within each category. 
The questionnaire had space for information on up to three 
visitors and was placed at the end of the questionnaire. 
H5, a new question, required respondents to count the 
number of visitors staying overnight on Census night. 
And there was a reminder for respondents to complete the 
Visitor’s section at the end of the questionnaire. 
 
Instruction change: Yes 
 
Tick box change: 
Tick boxes were provided for respondents to question H4, 
with meanings provided for each category. 
 
Routing change: No 

Amended. 
 
Data not comparable with 2001. 
Visitor information was not 
processed or published in 2001. 

Not comparable 

Relationship matrix 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘How are members of this household related to each other’ 
replaced ‘Household members and their relationships within 
the household’. 
 
Instruction change: 
The guidance notes, explaining how the matrix should be 
completed, were improved. 
 
Tick box change: 
‘Same- sex civil partner’ was added. 
‘Step-brother or step-sister’ was added. 
‘Relation other’ replaced ‘other related’. 
The ‘unrelated’ tick box added ‘(including foster child)’ 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

 

 
 

 

 

Demography 
Name 

 

 
 

 

 
 

No No Yes This confidential information is not part of the outputs.  

Comparable 

Sex 
 

 

 

 

No No No Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

No change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Date of birth 
 

 

 

 

No No No Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

No change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Demography 
Marital status 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes No Yes Question wording change: 
Following the introduction of the Civil Partnership Act in 
2004, ‘legal marital or same sex civil partnership status’ 
replaced ‘marital status’. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: 
New categories were introduced for civil partnership status. 
‘Never married and never registered a civil partnership’ tick 
box replaced ‘Single (never married)’ because the question 
aimed to collect legal marital or civil partnership status, 
rather than social partnership status. 
‘Re-married’ was removed from the marital and civil 
partnership status question. 
‘First marriage’ wording was deleted. 
 
Routing change: No 

Data will have comparable aspects 
with 2001. 
 
Due to the inclusion of same-sex 
civil partnerships, the underlying 
data may be different from 2001.  
 
However, the four response 
categories (other than ‘never 
married’) will be comparable with 
2001. 

Broadly 
comparable 

 

Schoolchild or student 
 

 

 

 
 

No Yes No Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: The routing was taken off the ‘yes’ option. 

Minor change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Student term time address 
 

 

 

 
 

Yes Yes No Question wording change: 
The question and tick box options no longer state ‘school, 
college or university term’. 
 
Instruction change: 
The instruction to ‘Only answer this question if you have 
answered ‘yes’ to question 5 was removed as it was 
unnecessary. 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion 
National identity 

 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A This new question makes provision for respondents, 
regardless of their broad ethnic group, to indicate their 
National Identity as being British, Irish, Northern Irish, 
English, Scottish, Welsh or other.  

 

New to 2011 

Main language 
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A Two new questions on language will (for the first question) 
enquire into whether English is the main language used. 

 

New to 2011 

Language proficiency 
 

 
New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A The second new question enquires into the ability to speak 
English. This question was asked only of those people 
whose main language was not English. 
 
Responses to both these questions will, as a minimum, 
provide an indication of areas and communities where 
foreign language service provision is necessary. 

 

New to 2011 

Knowledge of Irish and Ulster-Scots 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
Ulster-Scots has now been included with Irish in this 
question. 
 
Instruction change: 
‘Tick all that apply’ replaced ‘ all the boxes that apply’. 
 
Tick box change: 
‘Spoken’ has been deleted from the ‘Understand spoken’ 
tick box. 
Additional tick boxes have been included for respondents 
recording their knowledge of Ulster-Scots. 
Irish tick boxes are now on a separate line. 
‘No ability’ replaced ‘None of the above’. 
 
Routing change: No 

Amended. 
 
Data relating to knowledge of Irish 
is directly comparable with 2001. 
 
As the Ulster-Scots aspect of this 
question is new for 2011 there  is 
nothing to compare this data to. Broadly 

comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion 
Ethnic Group 

 

 

 

 
 

Yes Yes No Question wording change: 
‘What is your ethnic group’ replaced ‘To which of these 
ethnic groups do you consider you belong?’. 
  
Instruction change: 
‘Tick’ replaced ‘’. 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Religion belong to 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Yes No Yes Question wording change: 
Aside from the removal of the first ‘routing’ question, the 
wording remains the same. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change:  
An additional tick box was added for ‘None’. 
 
Routing change: Only those ticking none are routed to 
question 18 to answer Religion brought up in question. 

Minor change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion 
Religion brought up in 

 

 
 

 

 
 

No No No Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

No change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Passports held 
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A The Regulation of the European Parliament and Council on 
Population and Housing Censuses names ‘country of 
citizenship’ as one of the Census required outputs.  It is 
proposed to meet this requirement through a question on 
passports. 
Regulation (EC) No. 763/2008 

 

New to 2011 

Health 
General health 

 

 

 

 
 

Yes No Yes Question wording change: 
Respondents were asked to assess their health over a five-
point scale; an increase from the 2001, three-point scale.  
And the timescale set in 2001, has been deleted. This 
format is the harmonised standard for Eurostat so results 
can be compared internationally. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: 
The five tick boxes were labelled as ‘Very good’, ‘Good’, 
‘Fair’, ‘Bad’ and ‘Very bad’. 
 
Routing change: No 

Amended. 
 
Data still has comparable areas 
with 2001. Some of the 2011 
outputs will show all five general 
health categories. A number of 
tables will collapse this into three 
categories to match 2001. While 
data are not directly comparable 
with 2001 this will allow broad 
comparability of outputs. 

Broadly 
comparable 

Carer 
 

 

 

 
 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Either’ was added at the end of the question. 
 
Instruction change: 
‘ time spent in typical week’ removed as it duplicated ‘a 
week’ on each tick box. 
 
Tick box change: 
‘50 or more hours a week’ replaced ‘50+ hours’. 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Health 
Long term illness or disability 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Yes No Yes Question wording change: 
‘Day-to-day activities limited’ replaced ‘daily activities or the 
work you can do’. 
A time marker was included to ask whether the health 
problem or disability ‘has lasted, or is expected to last, at 
least 12 months’. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: 
Additional tick box inserted to separate ‘yes’ response into 
‘Yes, a little’ and ‘Yes, a lot’ to capture the degree of 
limitation. 
 
Routing change: No 

Data still has comparable areas 
with 2001. 
 
If users choose to combine data 
from ‘yes, a little’ and ‘yes, a lot’ 
response categories, this will allow 
a broad comparison with 2001 
outputs. Broadly 

comparable 

Long-term conditions 
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A This new question aligns the response categories, as far as 
possible with the list of activity limitations and disabilities 
used in the Northern Ireland Survey of Activity Limitation & 
Disability (NISALD) 2006-2007. 

 

New to 2011 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Housing & Accommodation 
Accommodation type 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes No No Question wording change: 
‘What type of accommodation is this?’ replaced ‘What type 
of accommodation does your household occupy?’ The 
redesign made it clear that the question was about the 
property to which the Census questionnaire had been 
addressed, which may not have been the usual address of 
the person completing the Census return. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data collected will facilitate analysis 
of changes in housing supply and 
demand, understand variations in 
multi-occupancy and identify 
deprived areas. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. Comparable 

Self-contained accommodation 
 

 

 

 
 

Yes No No Question wording change: 
‘This’ replaced ‘your’ in the title. The redesign made it clear 
that the question was about the property to which the 
Census questionnaire had been addressed, which may not 
have been the usual address of the person completing the 
Census return. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Number of rooms 
 

 

 

 
 

Yes Yes No Question wording change: 
‘How many rooms are available for use only by this 
household?’ replaced ‘How many rooms do you have for 
use only by your household?’ 
 
Instruction change:  
The question was amended in 2011 to clarify which rooms 
should be counted.   
‘Conservatories’ was added to the list of rooms to be 
counted.  
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
The inclusion of conservatories may 
increase reporting of this room, and 
hence room count. 
 
Data collected will show the degree 
of under / over-utilisation of 
accommodation; which can provide 
an indication of housing deprivation 
and / or adverse personal, social 
and health effects. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Housing & Accommodation 
Amenities 

Not asked in 2011 

 

 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Lowest Floor Level 

Not asked in 2011 

 

 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

More than one floor 

Not asked in 2011 

 

 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Accommodation designed / adapted        
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A During the 2011 Census questionnaire consultation process, 
a number of users noted that accessibility to 
accommodation was an issue for many people, e.g. people 
with disabilities. A question was therefore developed that 
looks at accommodation adaptations for health conditions. 

 

New to 2011 



14 

2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Housing & Accommodation 
Central heating type 

 

 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘What type of central heating does this accommodation 
have?’ replaced ‘Does your accommodation have central 
heating?’ 
The redesign made it clear that the question was about the 
property to which the Census questionnaire had been 
addressed, which may not have been the usual address of 
the person completing the Census return. 
 
Instruction change: 
Instruction changed to reflect tick box changes. ’Tick all that 
apply’ added. 
 
Tick box change: Multi-tick format replaced yes / no boxes. 
 
Routing change: No 

The eligibility of central heating in 
‘some rooms’ only is no longer 
stated, thus 2001 and 2011 output 
may not be fully comparable. 

 

Tenure 
 

 

 

 
 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘This’ replaced ‘the’ in front of ‘accommodation’. 
 
Instruction change:  
Routing instruction removed from final three tick boxes. 
 
Tick box change: 
‘Part owns and part rents (shared ownership)’ replaced 
‘Pays part rent and part mortgage (shared ownership)’. 
‘Rents (with or without housing benefit)’ replaced ‘Rents’. 
 
Routing change: Respondents ticking ‘Rents’; ‘Lives here 
rent free’ were routed to the subsequent landlord question in 
2001 in 2011 this also includes Part owns and part rents 
(shared ownership). 

In 2001 it is believed that the 
phrase ‘rent free’ caused confusion 
for those whose rent was paid by 
housing benefit; resulting in 
incorrect household classification. 
Note that in 2001 outputs for 
Northern Ireland, this issue was 
identified during data quality 
assurance and the ‘rent free’ and 
‘renting’ categories were combined 
for output purposes. 

Comparable 

Type of Landlord 
 

 
 

 

 
 

No Yes Yes Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: 
‘Housing association or charitable trust’ replaced ‘Housing 
Association, Housing Co-operative, and Charitable Trust’. 
 
Tick box change: 
Instruction included for respondents to ‘Tick one box only’. 
 
Routing change: 
No, however a routing change to H12 directed those who 
ticked ‘Part owns and part rents (shared ownership)’ to 
answer the landlord question which was not the case in 
2001. 

Minor wording change. 
 
The routing change from H12 
means that more respondents from 
‘Part owns and part rents (shared 
ownership)’ may answer this 
question. 
 
Likely to be a smaller response to 
this question overall due to the 
change to ‘Tick one box only’.  
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Housing & Accommodation 
Number of Vehicles 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘In total’ added to the beginning and ‘One or more’ wording 
removed. Changes should clarify that all cars used by the 
household are to be included. 
 
Instruction change: 
‘Car(s) or van(s)’ is now used rather than the singular ‘car or 
van’ 
 
Tick box change: 
Numeric replaced alpha. 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Qualifications 
 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
The question is similar in structure to that of 2001, however 
the detail is different. 
 
Instruction change: 
The instruction to include all qualifications was emphasised 
with bold: ‘tick every box that applies if you have any of the 
qualifications listed’. 
Two new instructions were added.  One required 
respondents, ‘if your UK qualification is not listed, tick the 
box that contains its nearest equivalent’; and the second 
covers qualifications gained outside the UK with the 
instruction to ‘tick the box that indicates this and the nearest 
UK equivalents (if known)’. 
  
Tick box change: 
Tick boxes have been made mutually exclusive. For 
example, 1-4 O-levels replaced 1+ O-levels 
Tick boxes have been added for: 
Apprenticeship; 
Qualifications gained outside the UK; 
Other vocational/work-related qualifications; and 
Professional qualifications. 
NVQ levels 4 & 5 have been amalgamated and RSA & 
BTEC added. 
First and Higher degrees have been amalgamated. 
NVQ levels 1, 2 & 3 have been expanded and now include 
equivalent City & Guilds, ONC, OND, RSA and BTEC 
qualifications. 
 
Routing change: 
All respondents age 16 and over were directed to answer 
the qualifications and labour market questions in 2011, 
replacing the age parameter of 16-74 in 2001. 

Amended 
 
Data still has comparable areas 
with 2001. 
 
Users will be able to compare data 
to an extent:  
• Qualifications are mainly 

presented within statistics 
according to highest level of 
qualification (level one, two, 
three and four and other). This 
was also how the majority of 
qualifications were presented 
within outputs in 2001. 

• Apprenticeships (new in 2011) 
will be shown in outputs as a 
separate section. The new 
professional qualification section 
is grouped within level four 
which is the same as 2001 
although this was renamed from 
‘level 4/5’ in 2001 to ‘level 4+’ in 
2011. Also it is no longer 
possible to split out level 4 and 5 
qualifications in 2011, the 
category will always be level 4 
and above. 

Broadly 
comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Labour Market 
Unpaid voluntary work 

 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A During the 2011 Census questionnaire consultation process, 
users asked for information on the number and nature of 
people engaged in unpaid voluntary work. 
This new question will quantify that information. 

 

New to 2011 

Working status in previous week 
 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Last week, were you:’ replaced ‘Last week, were you doing 
any work:’ This question filters respondents to the labour 
market section. 
 
Instruction change: 
‘Tick all that apply’ has been added. 
 
Tick box change: 
Seven tick box options were given in the 2011 question. 
They covered the same categories that were in the 
instructions for the 2001 question. 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Looking for work 
 

 

 

 

Yes No No Question wording change: 
‘Last four weeks’ replaced ‘last 4 weeks’. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Job available 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Yes No No Question wording change: 
‘Within two weeks’ replaced ‘within 2 weeks’. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Waiting to start a job 
 

 
 

 

 

No No No Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

No change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Labour Market 
Reasons for not working 

 

 

 

 

Yes No Yes Question wording change: 
‘Any of the following?’ not replicated for 2011 question 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: 
‘Whether receiving a pension or not’ was added in brackets 
to the ‘retired’ tick box.  
‘Long-term sick or disabled’ replaced ‘permanently 
sick/disabled’. This would clarify to respondents that return 
to work was possible as ‘long-term’ implies a time frame 
from which recovery, and return to work, was possible. 
 ‘Other’ replaced ‘None of the above’. This change implies 
that respondents are in some form of work, rather than 
possibly no work at all. 
 
Routing change: No 

Wording changes. 
 
Data still has comparable areas 
with 2001. 
 
The retired text box in 2011 is more 
likely to collect responses from 
retired people under the current 
pensionable age.  
 
Some different respondents may 
tick ‘long-term sick or disabled’ as a 
result of the wording change from 
2001. 

Broadly 
comparable 

Ever worked 
 

 
 

 

 
 

No No No Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

No change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Employee Status 
 

 
 

 

 

Yes No Yes Question wording change: 
‘Main job’ was added as a reminder to respondents to 
answer for their primary employment. 
Reference to ‘employee’ or ‘self-employed’ was removed 
from the question. 
This question will enhance the information collected on main 
occupation. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: Boxes were re-ordered. 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Labour Market 
Workforce number 

Not asked in 2011 

 

 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A In 2011 the derivation of the 
National Statistics Socio-economic 
Classification (NS-SeC)  has 
changed as we no longer ask this 
question .  
 
Caution should be used when 
comparing 2001 and 2011 NS-SeC 
outputs. 
 

N/A 

Job title 
 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes No Question wording change: 
The word 'specific' was added and ‘main’ dropped 
 
Instruction change: 
The job examples were shortened. 
In 2001 the instruction to not include your ‘Grade or pay 
band’ was directed only to ‘Civil Servants’ and ‘Local 
Government Officers’. This has been dropped as it was 
misleading. 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
The responses to this question are 
combined with other questions to 
create the outputs for occupation. 
 
While this question is similar to that 
in 2001, the outputs from the 2011 
Census will be reported using the 
Standard Occupation Classification 
(SOC2010) whereas the 2001 
Census used SOC2000. 

Broadly 
comparable 

Brief job description 
 

 

 

 

Yes No No Question wording change:  
The word ‘briefly’ was added. 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data are not output directly from 
this question, if required responses 
to this question are used to clarify 
the response to H37. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Supervisor status 
 

 

 

 

Yes Yes No Question wording change: 
The word ‘other’ was removed. 
 
Instruction change: 
The reference to ‘supervisor or foreman’ was dropped and 
‘Supervision’ was added. 
The instruction was brought in line with the question so that 
no specific job title was mentioned as this was misleading. 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Responses to this question will 
assist in more accurate assigning of 
respondents to the National 
Statistics Socio-economic 
Classification (NS-SeC). 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Labour Market 
Workplace activity / industry 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Main activity of’ replaced ‘business of’. 
 
Instruction change: 
Two new instructions for civil servants and local government 
officers were introduced and the last note for civil servants 
and local government officers was written as a full sentence 
to improve clarity. 
 
The examples given for this question were revised and 
some were changed to mirror those used in the occupation 
question. This was to ensure consistency and, if 
respondents were unsure how to answer, this would enable 
them to check back to the examples in the occupation 
question and compare them to the industry examples. 
 
Tick box change: No 
 
Routing change: No 

Amended. 
 
This information will be used in 
labour market analyses & in the 
production of regional accounts and 
economic indicators. 
 
These data are used along with 
other employment data to produce 
outputs related to Industry. While 
this question is similar to that in 
2001, the outputs from the 2011 
Census will be reported using the 
UK Standard Industrial 
Classifications of Economic 
Activities 2007 (SIC2007) whereas 
the 2001 Census used SIC1992. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Broadly 
comparable 

Name of employer 
 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Name’ replaced ‘full name’. 
‘In your main job’ was placed at the beginning of the 
question to reflect the ‘employee or self-employed’ question. 
 
Instruction change: 
Instructions for the self-employed were improved. 
 
Tick box change: 
The tick box options from 2001 were combined into one box 
entitled ‘No organisation’ with examples, to provide clarity 
for respondents. 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 



20 

2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Labour Market 
Hours worked 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Including paid and unpaid overtime’ was added. 
 
Instruction change: 
Instructions for calculating the number of hours removed. 
 
Tick box change: 
Four tick boxes of mutually exclusive time bands replace the 
write-in option to aid consistency. 
 
Routing change: No 

Minor wording change. 
 
The tick boxes for hours worked 
match the time bands used in 
output in 2001. Therefore, statistics 
will be comparable. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable  

Travel to Work or Place of Study 
Workplace / place of study address 

 

 

 

 
 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
In addition to workplace address, this question now covers 
‘Course of study’ address too. 
 
Instruction change:  
The ‘Write in the name’ instruction has been replaced by a 
tick box. 
An instruction emphasising the response should be based 
on the place where most time is spent, has been added. 
 
Tick box change: 
Two tick boxes for ‘Not currently working or studying’ and 
‘The address below, write in’ have been added. 
 
Routing change: Those ticking either ‘Not currently working 
or studying’ or ‘Work or study mainly at or from home’ are 
now routed around the ‘Method of Travel to work/place of 
study’ question (H44). 

Amended 
 
Due to the routing changes, in this 
question, the population base for 
the travel to work questions, whilst 
similar, are not identical in 2001 and 
2011. 

Limited 
comparability 

Method of travel to work / place of study 
 

 

 

 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
‘Main place of work’ replaced ‘work’ and the question also 
now includes ‘or study (including school)’. 
 
Instruction change: 
An amendment to the second instruction box has been 
made and now includes the ‘or study’ wording. 
 
Tick box change: 
‘Work mainly at or from home’ has been deleted. 
 
Routing change: 
Those ticking either ‘Not currently working or studying’ or 
‘Work or study mainly at or from home’ are now routed 
around this question (H44). 

Amended 
 
Due to the routing changes, in this 
question, the population base for 
the travel to work questions, whilst 
similar, are not identical in 2001 and 
2011. Limited 

comparability 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Migration 
Country of birth 

 

 

 

 
 

No No Yes Question wording change: No 
 
Instruction change: No 
 
Tick box change: 
‘Current’ name of country replaced ‘present’ on the 
‘elsewhere’ tick box. 
The tick boxes are no longer double banked in line with 
good practice recommendations for questionnaire design. 
 
Routing change: 
Routing led UK-born respondents past the intended length 
of stay question (9). 

Minor change. 
 
Data comparable with 2001. 

Comparable 

Intention to stay 
 

 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A There are policy interests in establishing more information 
about immigrants, in particular the number of recent 
immigrants who are people returning to Northern Ireland. 
As a result four additional migration questions have been 
developed. 
This first new question distinguishes short-term migrants 
from usual residents; with respondents not born in the UK 
but arriving to live here in the year prior to Census day, 
being asked about their intended length of stay. 

 

New to 2011 

Lived outside Northern Ireland 
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A All respondents were asked if they have ever lived outside 
Northern Ireland for a continuous period of one year or 
more, with those who have  being required to provide the 
name of the country they last lived in; and year / month of 
their most recent entry to Northern Ireland to live. 

 

New to 2011 

Last country lived in 
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A See ‘Lived outside Northern Ireland’  

New to 2011 

Date of most recent arrival to Northern Ireland 
 

 
 

New question for 2011 

N/A N/A N/A See ‘Lived outside Northern Ireland’  

New to 2011 
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2011 Question 2001 Question 
Question 
Wording 
Change 

Instruction 
Change 

Tick Box 
Change Changes Made Impact Extent of 

Comparability 

Migration 
Usual address one year ago 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Yes Yes Yes Question wording change: 
Re-ordering of sentence to place emphasis on time period of 
‘one year ago’. 
 
Instruction change: 
‘State the address where you were staying’ replaces the ‘no 
usual address one year ago’ tick box. 
The instructions for babies was removed to bring down the 
number of those responding as ‘no usual address one year 
ago’ as babies were thought to distort the net migration 
figures for local areas. 
 
Tick box change: 
A box for students to tick and write-in their term-time 
address for one year ago, has been added. 
‘Another address’ replaced ‘Elsewhere’.  
‘Another address’ was split into ‘another address in the UK’ 
and ‘outside the UK’. 
 
Routing change: No 

Amended. 
 
Data still has comparable areas 
with 2001. However, the counts of 
people ticking each individual tick-
box will not be comparable with 
2001. 
The 2011 question provides more 
information and better identification 
of people who report a different 
address one year ago in 
comparison to 2001 including 
students one year ago, international 
and / or internal migrants. 
Users will be able to better identify 
the reasons for net loss or gain of 
certain populations than in 2001. 
The 2011 question is likely to collect 
more address information as 
respondents are less likely to ‘opt 
out’ by ticking the ‘no usual 
address’. 

Broadly 
comparable 
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