
Census Advisory Group (CAG) 
Minutes of meeting held in McAuley House 

Monday 5 July 2010 
 
 
Present: 
 

Mr. R Beatty Census Office, NISRA - Chair 
Mr. D McKinstry Equality Commission for NI 
Mr. C McIlheney Price-Waterhouse Cooper 
Mr. J Power NI Assembly 
Mr. T Dignan Economic Research and Evaluation 
Ms. J McCarley Electoral Office NI 
Ms. Sinead Grimes Belfast City Council 
Ms. Siobhan Watson Belfast City Council 
  
Mrs. B Lawlor Census Office - Secretary 

 
Apologies: 
 

Dr. Dermot O’Reilly School of Epidemiology & Public Health, QUB 
Mr. N Rogers Independent consultant 
Mr. S Bloomer NI Council for Voluntary Action 
Mr. J Frey Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) 
Prof. B Osborne University of Ulster 
Dr. I Shuttleworth  School of Geosciences, QUB 
Dr. A Marshal  Centre for Statistical Science and Operational 

Research, QUB 
Prof. D Martin University of Southampton 
Dr. D Marshall NISRA 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Mr. Beatty commenced proceedings by welcoming everyone to the meeting. Introductions were 
made. Mr. Beatty welcomed Ms Grimes and Ms Watson to their first CAG meeting. 

2. Minutes from Previous CAG meeting (14 May & 30 June 2009) 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

3. Actions from previous meeting (14 May 2009) 
 

Mr. Beatty advised that all actions from the previous meeting had been completed. 

4. Census Legislation update 

He explained that the Census Act gave the power to order a Census to the First Minister and the 
deputy First Minister acting jointly. Accordingly, both DFP (NISRA’s parent department) and 
OFMDFM were involved in the Census Order. On 14 April 2010, the DFP Committee scrutinised the 
Census Order and informed the OFMDFM Committee that they were content. 

The Census Order was introduced to the Assembly by the First Minister (Peter Robinson) on 1 June 
2010 and, having been accepted by the Assembly, the Order was signed on 2 June by the First 
Minister and the deputy First Minister.Mr. Beatty advised that the Census Regulations were laid before 
the Assembly on 14 June 2010 and would come into operation on 26 July 2010. He noted that any 
Assembly Member has 10 sitting days to pray against the Regulations, and this remained a risk until 
late September. However, because the Order and Regulations are in place, Census Office can go 
ahead with formal Census preparations such as the recruitment of temporary field staff. 

 



5. Recruitment Drive for Field Force Team 

Mr. Beatty advised members that Census Office had started the recruitment of temporary field staff, 
and interviews for Census Area Managers were taking place at the moment. 

He advised members that: 

a. 22 Census Area Managers were to be employed from September 2010 to June 2011; 
b. 233 Census Team Co-ordinators were to be employed from December 2010 to June 2011; 

and 
c. 1650 Enumerators were to be employed from February 2010 to April 2011. 

All the above posts are part-time. 

6. Census Outputs 

Mr. Beatty advised members that 2 Census information days, focusing on Census outputs, had been 
held in June (7 June in Belfast and 9 June in Omagh), and that about 100 people had attended. Mr. 
Beatty talked members through the four presentations that were delivered at the information days. A 
general discussion followed. Please see link below for presentations: 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/2011%20Census/2011%20Census%20Planning/Events.pdf 

Census Outputs Presentations – Content and Dissemination method 

Mr. Beatty noted that, subsequent to the information days, the Census Regulations had been laid, and 
thus the Census questionnaire was now finalised. He informed members that there were some new 
questions on the Census Questionnaire, primarily - 

Adapted accommodation 
Nature of Disability 
Voluntary Work 
Citizenship 
National Identity 
Main Language 

He advised that NISRA would like opinions from members as to what tabulations they would like to see 
based on these new questions. He said that NISRA were also hoping to create datacubes (multi- level 
tabulations) to enable users to create their own bespoke cross-tabulations on-line; he stressed that the 
ad-hoc output facility would remain. He encouraged members to write in to NISRA with thoughts and 
comments on tabulations and datacubes. 

Mr. Beatty advised that the first statistical reports (population counts) would be available in 
August/September 2012. An advance schedule of outputs would be published, and it was anticipated 
that the majority of outputs would be produced by March 2013. Regarding dissemination media, NISRA 
hoped to have prototypes, populated with 2001 data, available later this calendar year. 

Geography Presentation 

Mr. Beatty advised that because the revisions to the council boundaries have been postponed until 
2015, the 2011 Census outputs will be based on the current ward and LGD boundaries. Within wards, 
NISRA has developed Output Areas and Super Output Areas for statistical output purposes. These 
were developed based on 2001 Census data, driven by the criteria of similar population sizes across 
Northern Ireland and minimising socio-economic variability within spatial units variability. Over time, the 
similarity of population sizes and socio-economic homogeneity may have declined. He suggested that 
there were two main options available: 

Option 1 – retain the current output areas and super outputs areas, as far as possible, but adjust where 
“major” change has occurred; or 

Option 2 – while retaining the wards, create new output areas and super output areas 

Mr. Beatty advised that NISRA will be producing a paper in the autumn discussing the pros and cons of 
these options. 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/2011%20Census/2011%20Census%20Planning/Events.pdf


Statistical Disclosure Control 

Mr. Beatty explained the there were two main approaches to disclosure control - pre-tabular and post- 
tabular. In 2001 NISRA used a combination of a pre-tabular method (record swapping) and a post- 
tabular method (Small Cell Adjustment). The UK Census Offices are planning to use only a single (pre-
tabular) method – record-swapping. 

A paper will be produced on proposals for disclosure control in the autumn and will be issued to 
members. 

7. UK Statistics Authority 

Mr. Beatty described the roles of the UK Statistics Authority, in particular in relation to their role in 
providing an external validation of the Census. The Authority has decided to assess jointly the three 
Census operations in the UK. 

This would be done in three phases: late 2009 / early 2010 (mainly consultation); late 2010 
(preparations); and 2012 (outputs). The first phase assessment was published in March 2010 and 
some members of the group confirmed that they had been contacted by the UK Statistics Authority 
during that work. 

Mr. Beatty advised that some members of the group are likely to be contacted by the UK Statistics 
Authority later in the year as part of the phase 2 assessment. The secretariat would keep members 
informed. 

8. Advertising 

Mr. Beatty advised members that a local advertising company, Navigator Blue, has been appointed to 
advertise the 2011 Census in Northern Ireland. Mr. Beatty showed members some initial advertising 
materials developed for ONS for England and Wales. Navigator Blue had contacted a local research 
company (Millward Brown) to research how well the ONS material would work in Northern Ireland. It 
was expected that members would see some local advertising material at the next meeting. 

9. Close 

Mr. Beatty thanked members for attending and informed members the secretariat will be in contact with 
them prior to the next meeting in the autumn. 
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