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Responding to today’s publication of the latest NISRA statistical survey - 
Assessment of Cost Burden to Business 2020-21 - Edgar Jardine, chair of the 
Northern Ireland Statistics Advisory Committee, said the availability of regular and 
accurate data had provided an insight into economic and social performance in a 
period of unparalleled change. 

“Over the past two years, local businesses, communities, and government 
have experienced the impact and implications of COVID-19, Brexit and 
turbulent global conditions.  

“Over the survey period, the demand from business bodies, communities 
and government bodies for the collection and dissemination of existing and 
new sources of data and market intelligence has increased significantly.  

“Despite this, we note that the overall compliance costs to businesses have 
continued to fall, with an estimated cost to Northern Ireland of just over 
£0.77 million. That’s a decrease of around £120,000 (13%) from 2019/20, 
due in part to a continued shift from paper questionnaires to email/online 
data collection.   

“With around 66% of all surveys now using electronic methods as their 
primary data collection method this is a welcome trend at a time when 
government must remain conscious of maintaining a balance between data 
collection and business costs.” 

The Assessment of Cost Burden to Business 2020-21 is the ninth in this series of 
annual reviews of the cost to business of complying with statutory and voluntary 
government statistical surveys in Northern Ireland.  The Statistics Advisory 
Committee monitors the burden to businesses due to statutory Government 
Statistical Surveys and Northern Ireland Departments are required to consult the 
committee before carrying out any new statutory survey of businesses. 

Edgar Jardine highlighted NISRA’s use of business survey data to assess the 
impact of COVID-19 to inform Executive decision-making: 

“Throughout 2020, business surveys helped officials establish the scope and 
characteristics of the impacts of COVID-19 regulation, with Survey data 
being used throughout the pandemic to inform the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of a range of COVID-related business 
support and High Street Stimulus schemes.” 

“Survey data on the impacts of COVID were also used to inform a variety of 
stakeholders, including UK government and the general public, with real-
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time indicators helping policy-makers track economic impacts in a timely 
manner.” 

“The committee recognises the difficulties businesses faced in complying 
with statutory and voluntary surveys and we thank them for their continued 
support.”  

“The committee has also been impressed with NISRA’s ability to sustain a 
flow of key data and remain cost-conscious, whilst impacted by similar 
challenges to those faced by the business community.  The report of the 
Assessment of Cost Burden to Business 2020-21 reflects this achievement.” 
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