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2009 - Lowest Death Rate Ever Recorded in Northern Ireland 

 

In 2009 there were 14,400 deaths registered in Northern Ireland, a decrease of three per cent 

from 2008. Last year also saw the lowest death rate in the history of Northern Ireland. 

 

These are some of the findings in the Annual Report of the Registrar General published by the 

Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) today.  The report provides information on births, 

deaths, marriages, civil partnerships, adoptions and divorces registered in 2009. 

 

The Northern Ireland population is increasing in size and becoming older and this trend is set to 

continue. Over the next five decades Northern Ireland’s population is projected to age faster 

than all the other United Kingdom countries. Therefore this year the report contains an article 

entitled “Northern Ireland: An Ageing Population” written by NISRA.



 

POPULATION – High fertility drives continued population growth 

 

 The size of the Northern Ireland resident population rose in the year to 30 June 2009 by 

13,900 people or 0.8 per cent to 1,788,900; 

 

 there are more births than deaths in Northern Ireland leading to the population growing 

through natural change.  In the year to 30 June 2009, births exceeded deaths by 10,600;  

 

 in terms of civilian migration it is estimated that in the year to mid-2009, 23,500 people 

came to live here and 21,400 people left Northern Ireland to live elsewhere; thus giving a 

net migration gain of 2,100 people.  Of the 23,500 people who came to live here; 5,900 

came from the eight Eastern European countries that joined the European Union in May 

2004; 

 

 between 2008 and 2009, Craigavon and Dungannon Local Government Districts had the 

greatest increases in population (1.7 per cent and 1.9 per cent).  These rates of increase 

are more than twice the Northern Ireland percentage increase (0.8 per cent); 

 

 in the future the Northern Ireland population is  projected to reach two million by the early 

2030s; and 

 

 population projections indicate a marked increas e in the size of the population at older 

ages.  The number of people aged 65 and over is projected to increase by around 13 per 

cent in the next five years and by around 43 per cent over the fifteen year period 

between 2008 and 2023. 

 



 

BIRTHS – Almost 25,000 births registered 

 

 The number of births registered in Northern Ireland last year was 24,910, a three per 

cent decrease on the 2008 figure of 25,631 births. This fall in birth registrations halts a 

six-year (2002-2008) consecutive increase; 

 

 in 2008, fertility reached replacement level (2.10 children per “average woman”) for the 

first time since 1991. In 2009 fertility levels fell slightly below replacement level (2.04); 

however this is a 17 per cent recovery from the record low of 1.75 in 2000, but below the 

recent high of 2.82 children per “average woman” in 1979; 

 

 almost half (49 per cent) of all births registered in 2009 were to mothers aged 30 or over. 

This is a significant increase from thirty years ago when 32 per cent of births were to 

older mothers. This indicates that women are delaying child-bearing to later in life – a 

trend seen across the developed world. In 2009 the average age of mothers was 30 

years, compared with 29 years in 1999, 28 years in 1989, and 27 years in 1979; 

 

 births to mothers who were born outside the United Kingdom and Ireland have risen 

markedly in recent years, from three per cent of all births in 1999 to nine per cent of all 

births last year, with just under half (48 per cent) of those births in 2009 being to mothers 

born in the eight countries that joined the European Union in 2004 – the A8 countries; 

 

 the percentage of births to mothers born outside the UK and Ireland range from 20 per 

cent in Dungannon Local Government District (180 births) to three per cent in Larne 

Local Government District; and 

 

 last year, 40 per cent of all births in Northern Ireland occurred outside marriage.  

However this varies from area to area.  In Belfast (58 per cent) and Derry (52 per cent) 

Local Government Districts at least half of births were outside marriage.  Whereas, in 

Magherafelt (23 per cent) Local Government District less than one-quarter of births were 

outside marriage. 



 

DEATHS – Lowest death rate on record 

 

 The number of deaths registered in Northern Ireland last year was 14,413, a decrease of 

494 deaths or three per cent on the 2008 figure of 14,907; 

 

 the overall crude death rate in Northern Ireland has fallen significantly over the last thirty 

years from 11.0 deaths per 1,000 population in 1979 to 8.1 deaths per 1,000 population 

in 2009; the lowest death rate on record; 

 

 the reduction in the death rate in recent years has occurred despite the population 

increasing in size and containing a higher proportion of older people. Indeed, if the age-

specific death rates of 1979 still applied, the number of deaths registered in 2009 would 

have been just under 26,800; almost 12,400 higher than the actual number registered; 

 

 children born today can expect to have longer lives than children born in the past.  Based 

on current death rates, males born in recent years could expect to live until they are 76.7 

years and females could expect to live until they are 81.3 years, with corresponding 

figures for men and women born between 1920-22 of 53.8 and 54.4 years respectively; 

 

 in 2009, 3,885 people died from cancer, a slight decrease on the 2008 figure of 3,971.  

Prior to 2007 the number of deaths due to cancer had remained broadly stable over the 

last decade at about 3,700 per year. Cancer deaths represent 27 per cent of all deaths 

registered in 2009 compared to 17 per cent of all deaths in 1979. In contrast, 2,305 

people died from ischaemic heart disease in 2009, a decrease of 53 per cent from the 

1979 figure of 4,923 deaths; and 

 

 in 2009, a total of 283 people died from alcohol related deaths, this is 63 per cent higher 

than the 174 deaths registered in 1999.  There were 84 drug related deaths in Northern 

Ireland in 2009, this is more than two-thirds higher than the 50 deaths registered in 1999. 

 

STILLBIRTHS AND INFANT DEATHS – Significant falls over the long term 

 

 The number of stillbirths recorded in 2009 was 119, while the number of infant deaths 

recorded was 130.  The number of stillbirths and infant deaths has fallen significantly 

from the levels seen twenty years ago. 



 

MARRIAGES – Number of marriages fell in 2009 

 

 Last year there were 7,931 marriages register ed in Northern Ireland,  a decrease of 579 

marriages or seven per cent on the 2008 figure of 8,510 marriages; 

 

 people are waiting longer to get married, the average age at first marriage is 29 years for 

females and 31 years for males, both are six years older than their counterparts of the 

1970s.  Considering all weddings, including those involving widowed and divorced 

people, the average age at marriage is 31 years for brides and 33 years for grooms; 

 

 the most common month to get married in 2009 was August (1,197 couples) followed by 

July (1,102 couples).  Saturday 22nd August 2009 was the most popular day in 2009 to 

get married, with 115 couples marrying on that date; 

 

 the majority of marriages are by religious ceremony, last year 5,601 or 71 per cent of all 

marriages were celebrated in this way.  However the proportion of marriages by civil 

ceremony has risen over the last forty years; last year 29 per cent of marriages were 

celebrated in this way compared to only five per cent in 1961; and 

 

 marriage legislation underwent change in 2004.   The new law allows civil marriage 

ceremonies to be conducted in ‘approv ed venues’.  In 2009, 1,018 civil marriage 

ceremonies (44 per cent of all civil marri age ceremonies) were held in approved venues 

other than a Registrar’s Office. 

 
DIVORCES – Number of divorces fell in 2009 

 

 There were 2,176 divorces granted in 2009, this is a decrease of 597 divorces or 22 per 

cent from the 2008 figure of 2,773 divorces.  The 2008 figure was the second highest on 

record after the 2007 figure (2,913) which was the highest number of divorces ever 

recorded in Northern Ireland; 

 

 over the last three years 15 per cent of divorces here were following a marriage which 

took place outside Northern Ireland; and 

 

 in 2009, almost 3,900 children/stepchildren were affected by divorce; 2,300 children aged 

under 18 at the time of divorce and 1,600 children aged 18 and over at the time of 

divorce. 



 

 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS – Increase in number of civil partnerships 
 

 The Civil Partnership Act came into force in late 2005, enabling same-sex couples to 

obtain legal recognition of their relationship.  During 2009 there were 96 civil partnerships 

registered in Northern Ireland, this compares to 86 civil partnerships registered in 2008 

and 111 registered in 2007; and 

 

 for male civil partnerships the average age of partners was just over 39 years, this 

compares to just under 36 years for female civil partnerships. 

 

ADOPTIONS 

 

 The number of children recorded in the Adopted Children Register during 2009 was 100.  

The number of adoptions has been falling steadily since 1970 when over 500 children 

were recorded in the Adopted Children Register. 

 

RE-REGISTRATIONS OF BIRTH 

 

 Since the early 1940s, the number of births authorised to be re-registered has increased 

from 165 in 1942 to 765 in 2009.  The most common reasons for a re-registration are 

because the parents have got subsequently married or to add the father’s name to the 

birth entry. 



 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

1. This is the 88th Annual Report of the Registrar General for Northern Ireland.  The report 

is available, at a cost of £25, from The Stationary Office, Belfast ISBN number 978-0-

337-09655-6; a digital copy can be accessed on the NISRA website www.nisra.gov.uk. 

 

2. The report includes commentary designed to bring out the key demographic trends and 

issues.  Detailed statistical tables are available on CD and on the NISRA website at 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/demography/default.asp.htm. 

 

3. Corresponding information for England and Wales is published by the Office for National 

Statistics and for Scotland by the General Register Office for Scotland. 

 

4. The Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency have written an article in the report 

on ageing in Northern Ireland.  A summary of this article is attached. 

 

5. All media inquiries should be directed to the DFP Press Office: 

Telephone:  028 9052 7374 

Fax:    028 9052 7149 

 

6. Further information on the statistics provided in this publication can be obtained from 

NISRA Customer Services at: 

Telephone: 028 9034 8160 

Fax:  028 9034 8161 

E-mail:
 
Responsible Statistician:  Dr David Marshall

census.nisra@dfpni.gov.uk
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“Northern Ireland: An Ageing Population”: Gillian McCrory, Naomi O’Neill, Jos IJpelaar 

and David Marshall, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency.  

 

 The Northern Ireland population is ageing as a result of long-term falls in fertility rates and 

long-term improvements in mortality rates. This will create changes in the make-up of the 

Northern Ireland population. Most notably it is projected that the ageing of the Northern 

Ireland population over the next five decades will be the fastest in the United Kingdom; 

 

 in the 1937 Census the older population (those aged 65 and over) was recorded at just 

under 116,000 (nine per cent of the population). This compares with 2009 with almost 

255,000 older people (14 per cent of the population). Population ageing is likely to be faster 

over the next 30 years, with older people projected to reach half a million by 2041 (24 per 

cent of the population); 

 

 over the last century mortality rates have declined, people are therefore living longer and 

dying of different diseases today than in the past. The majority of those aged 65 and over 

were simply recorded as dying of old age in 1922, but by 2009, those aged 85 and over are 

more likely to die due to diseases of the circulatory system followed by diseases of the 

respiratory system; and 

 

 calculations for life expectancy and limiting long term illness-free life expectancy show that 

on average males can expect to live 76.6 years with 80 per cent or 61.5 years limiting long 

term illness-free, while females can expect to live for 81.3 years with 77 per cent or 62.3 of 

those years limiting long term illness-free. Based on current trends after the age of 65 the 

Northern Ireland population is expected to spend around half of their remaining years in poor 

health. 
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