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Population Statistics Publications

Annual Publications

2018 Mid-Year Population Estimates – June 2019

Long-Term International Migration Statistics (2018) – August 2019

Estimates of the Population Aged 85 and Over (2018) – September 2019

Population Estimates for Small Areas (2018) – November 2019

Biennial  Publications

2018-based Population Projections for Northern Ireland – October 2019

2018-based Population Projections for Areas Within Northern Ireland – April 2020

Commissioned Products

Northern Ireland Household Projections (2016-based) – Dec 2018



Mid-Year Population Estimates

Current Release: 2018 mid-year population estimates for Northern Ireland

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-mid-year-population-estimates-
northern-ireland

Population of Northern Ireland at 30 June 2018

1,881,600

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-mid-year-population-estimates-northern-ireland


Mid-Year Population Estimates Geography

Ten different geographies:

1. Northern Ireland

2. Local Government Districts (LGD2014)

3. Parliamentary Constituencies (2008)

4. Health and Social Care Trusts 

5. Former Local Government Districts (LGD1992)

6. Former Education and Library Boards

7. Former NUTs Level 3 Areas

8. Former Health and Social Services Boards 

9. Former Electoral Wards(1992)

10. Super Output Areas



How has the population increased since 30 June 2017? Population by Gender 



Population by Age Population by Local Government District (2014) 



New Wards (2014)

Aggregating SOAs or SAs up to New Wards (2014) did not produced 
sufficiently robust population estimates. 



Census Rebasing

After each Census mid-year population estimates are reviewed.

With Census 2021 the mid-year estimates and their time series will again be 
reviewed, and any revisions published. 

Review will look at the series from 1971 to 2021 (50 years).

The current time series is consistent for the period 1981-2018.

Review range of geographies produced



Long-Term International Migration Statistics for Northern Ireland

Current Release: Long-Term International Migration Statistics for Northern 
Ireland (2018)

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/long-term-international-migration-
statistics-northern-ireland-2018

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/long-term-international-migration-statistics-northern-ireland-2018






Do you use the LTIM bulletin?

• Website analysis shows low use of the 
LTIM statistical bulletin.

• Users are going to be asked for there 
option on changing to a statistical tables 
only publication for LTIM.





ONS Migration Statistics

ONS uses a range of sources to produce their long term international migration estimates:

• The International Passenger Survey (IPS) - estimates of inflows and outflows

• Information held by the Home Office - refugees, asylum seekers and their dependants

• Annual Population Survey (APS) where international migrants live

ONS previously stated that the International Passenger Survey (IPS) has been 
stretched beyond its original purpose.

ONS have started to apply adjustments to their International Passenger Survey 
estimates.

Migration estimates for Northern Ireland are not affected, they are produced 
using administrative data and do not rely on the International Passenger Survey 
(LPS) as part of the production process.





Estimates of the Population Aged 85 and Over

Current Release: Estimates of the Population Aged 85 and Over, Northern 
Ireland, 2018 (and 2001 to 2017 revised)

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/estimates-population-aged-85-and-over-
northern-ireland-2018-and-2001-2017-revised

Population of Northern Ireland aged 85 and over at 30 June 2018

37,700

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/estimates-population-aged-85-and-over-northern-ireland-2018-and-2001-2017-revised


2.4%
2.6%

Females make up most of the 85 and over population in 2018

Aged 85 and over in mid-2018

• 24,800 females

• 13,000 males



Percentage of Population aged 85 or Over
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Population Estimates for Small Areas

Current Release: 2018 Mid Year Population Estimates for Small Areas 
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-mid-year-population-estimates-small-areas

• Mid-2018 estimates of the total population for the 4,537 Census Small Areas in Northern Ireland

• Mid-2018 population estimates by broad age bands for the 36 Neighbourhood Renewal Areas 
(NRAs) in Northern Ireland

• Mid-2018 population estimates by broad age bands for the 80 District Electoral Areas (DEAs) in 
Northern Ireland

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/2018-mid-year-population-estimates-small-areas


District Electoral Areas

• Developed primarily by aggregating population estimates for Small Areas.

• Second step for any SA split by DEA boundary, attributed using Census 2011 proportion.

• Proportions applied unadjusted throughout time series and to each broad age-sex band.

• Comparison to Census 2011 exact count for DEAs used as a measure of the quality.



https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Population/Population%20Change/
Population%20Totals/atlas.html

https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Population/Population Change/Population Totals/atlas.html


Break

24/02/2020



Population Projections for Northern Ireland - Background

• Biennial publication produced by ONS on behalf of the National Statistician and the Registrars General of Northern 
Ireland and Scotland.

• Latest National Population Projections: 2018-based

• Population projections are not forecasts – what is the difference?

• Based on principal assumptions around fertility, mortality and migration to project the future population. What are the 
key principal assumptions?

1. Fertility – 1.92 children in a hypothetical woman's lifetime.

2. Mortality – 1.2 per cent improvement in mortality rates per annum.

3. Migration – net international migration set at +1,500 inflows. 

• Are there any alternative scenarios? – Variant projections.



Population Projections for Northern Ireland – Key Findings



Population Projections for areas within Northern Ireland - Background

• Sub National Population Projections follow on from the 
National Population Projections.

• Latest Sub National Population Projections: 2016-based

• Produced for a number of key NI geographies but focus 
on 11 Local Government Districts.

• Regional scaling factors applied to fertility, mortality and 
migration assumptions.

• Variant Projections

• Constrained to National Projections.

• Next release: April 2020, 2018-based



Assumptions paper - Scaling Factors

Table 1: Proposed TPFR and fertility scaling factors for the 11 LGDs • What do the scaling factors for each 
area look like?

• How are they calculated?

• Example – Fertility scaling factors



Population Projections for areas within Northern Ireland – Key Findings
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Population Projections – Post Census 2021

• Census 2021

• Proposal to defer the next set of National Population 
Projections (due October 2021) to the end of 2022. What 
are your thoughts?

• Users can email Census@nisra.gov.uk with any feedback.

mailto:Census@nisra.gov.uk


Northern Ireland Household Projections

• Larger increase in the number of 
households – changing composition of 
the population. 



Population Projections – UKSA Compliance checks



Population Projections – UKSA Compliance checks

We particularly welcome the
collaborative working of the teams
through the National Population
Projections Committee and the
involvement of subject experts when
agreeing on methods and assumptions.

NISRA’s National Population Projections
are presented as a comprehensive
package and the users are given a good
sense of the value of the statistics
through broad use cases included in the
bulletin and supporting information.

NISRA’s Population projections for
areas within Northern Ireland are
comprehensive, accessible and the
analysis and data are demonstrably
valuable to users. NISRA’s supporting
material on methodology and data
quality are thorough and assure users of
the trustworthiness of the publication.

NISRA could improve the accessibility
of the bulletin by reviewing its readability
and the level of insight contained within
the narrative. Improving the clarity and
insight of the bulletin will help users
better engage with the information and
support their understanding of the
statistics.

Consider, in conjunction with users, how
some additional key information on
quality, rationale for methods, limitations
and the uses of statistics might be
helpfully brought forward into the main
bulletin to further add value.

Be transparent about your planned
developments for the projections, your
approach to public engagement with
users and your progress towards
meeting your set priorities and
objectives.



Developments and future developments

February 2019 – DEA Estimates



Proposals

• Proposal 1 – publish LTIM tables only (no bulletin)

• Proposal 2 – discontinue unnecessary geographies

• Proposal 3 – no NPP and SNPP until Census results



ONS developments (see link)

• Administrative data-based population estimates (ABPEs) (see link)

• Migration developments – Utilising data from Home Office and Department 
for Work and Pensions

• ONS welcome feedback - pop.info@ons.gov.uk

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/articles/transformationofthepopulationandmigrationstatisticssystemoverview/2019-06-21
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/administrativedatacensusproject/administrativedatacensusresearchoutputs/sizeofthepopulation
mailto:pop.info@ons.gov.uk



	Structure Bookmarks
	Chart




