Your opinion
counts
Trusted statistics and
research for a better society

Your opinions and experiences can help
shape the future. That’s why we want to
hear from you.
About NISRA
NISRA is an agency of the Department of Finance. It is the principal
source of official statistics and social research in Northern Ireland.
NISRA gathers statistics from individuals, businesses and organisations
on behalf of government departments, academics and other
organisations in Northern Ireland and further afield.
Why we do it?
Having a clear picture about how people live, learn, work and spend their
time and money, helps policy makers improve public services and plan
for the future.
How we do it?
NISRA gathers this information in a number of ways – through the
General Register Office, the Census and Household and Business
Surveys.
General Register Office (GRO)
GRO is part of NISRA and is responsible for the registration of all births,
deaths, marriages, civil partnerships and adoptions in Northern Ireland.
Anyone with an interest in genealogy or local history can use the GRO
public search room to view or buy certificates.
Census
NISRA conduct the Census every 10 years about people and households
in Northern Ireland. The information gathered helps government, health
authorities and other organisations to provide services now and in the
future. The next Census will take place in March 2021.

Household Surveys
What happens next
Following current government advice regarding coronavirus
(COVID-19) we will be carrying out this study by telephone,
instead of face-to-face. Please refer to the enclosed letter for
details on how to arrange a convenient time for our interviewer
to telephone you to conduct the study. Our interviewers are
available during the day, in the evenings and at weekends.
What will you ask me about?
We are interested in gathering the opinions of your household.
There are no right or wrong answers, we just want to know
your opinion. The interviewer will guide you through the
questionnaire by asking you questions and giving you answer
options to choose from. The interviewer will then record your
answers. If you do not want to answer a particular question,
that’s fine, they can skip onto the next one.
How did you get my address?
We select addresses at random from the NISRA Address
Register, which is a comprehensive list of addresses, primarily
based on the Land & Property Services (LPS) POINTER
database.
What happens to the information I provide?
NISRA treats all the data we hold with respect, keeping it
secure and confidential. Your information will solely be used
for statistics or research purposes. Information collected
or held by NISRA for statistics or research purposes will
not be disclosed for other purposes. Only NISRA officials or
organisations under/in contract with NISRA and involved in the
production of statistics or research will be able to access and
use your information.
Our privacy notice is on the NISRA website: www.nisra.gov.uk
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