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Indicator: % of schools found to be good or better 

 

Responsible Statistician:  Pauline Donnan, Department of Education 

Web Link to Statistical Publication: n/a 

Frequency of update: Annual 

Time lag: 

Inspection Grades for schools inspected are recorded by the Education and Training 
Inspectorate (ETI) throughout the academic year. Only those schools identified as being 
at risk or due an inspection are inspected within an academic year. Every school should 
be inspected within at least 7 years. 

Data Source: Administrative 

National Statistics Status No 

Quality Report: n/a 

Historic Data available from: Information is available from the 2009/10 academic year. 

Time-series trend:  
 
 

It is not possible to compare inspection grades year on year because the schools 
inspected are not a random representative sample of all schools. Instead, the most 
recent inspection grade for each school (for either a full or follow up inspection) since 
2009/10 will form the basis for calculating the indicator annually. The figures below 
show the proportion of schools with OEC1 or OEC2 (equivalent to ‘good or better’) 
based on the latest inspection grade for schools inspected since 2009/10. 
Approximately 10% of schools were not graded by 2015/16 because they were either 
new, amalgamated or their last inspection was pre 2009/10. 
 
For primary and post-primary schools the % of schools found to be good or better has 
been increasing steadily since 2009/10 and is now at a high level. The use of 
supplementary data will be considered to determine the % of schools or pupils 
improving from OEC3 or OEC4 to OEC1 or OEC 2.  
 
For special schools, the time series is more volatile, probably due to the small numbers 
of schools being inspected each year. 
 
It has been agreed that any change will be reported as a real change. 
 
% of schools with a latest inspection of OEC1 or OEC 2 since 2009/10 

Year Primary Post-primary Special 

2009/10 74% 56% 100% 

2010/11 78% 62% 83% 

2011/12 85% 72% 94% 

2012/13 87% 74% 100% 

2013/14 92% 79% 96% 

2014/15 95% 85% 94% 

2015/16 93% 88% 92% 
 

For Survey Data  
Sample size and confidence interval 
for the latest available year: 

 

UK/RoI/International comparisons: 

UK: No direct comparison available  
UK Regional: No direct comparison available 
RoI: No direct comparison available 
International (please specify countries): No direct comparison available 

Issues in relation to this data, e.g. 
data limitations, future data 
availability, changes to 
methodology  

The Inspection Framework changed in January 2017. Inspection grades OEC1 and OEC 2 
are equivalent to ‘good or better’.  
OEC1 = The organisation has a high level of capacity for sustained improvement in the 
interest of all learners. 
OEC 2= The organisation demonstrates the capacity to identify and bring about 
improvement in the interest of all learners. 
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Is this measure being used to 
monitor performance against your 
current/latest Departmental/ 
Agency Plan 

No 

If yes, please specify any particular 
baseline point/year for the measure 
which is being for performance 
monitoring purposes 

n/a 

 
 

Available groupings* Yes/No Notes 

 NI Level Yes  

Parliamentary Constituency level Yes 
This will be based on schools within the area not 
pupil area of residence 

Local Government District (2014) level Yes 
This will be based on schools within the area not 
pupil area of residence 

Deprivation Quintile Yes 
This will be based on schools within the area not 
pupil area of residence 

NISRA Geography Urban/Rural Measure  Yes 
This will be based on schools within the area not 
pupil area of residence 

Gender Yes 
This would be based on a breakdown of boys, girls 
and co-ed schools 

Age Yes 
Data will be available for primary schools and post 
primary schools, providing two age groups for 
comparison 

Marital Status No  

Religion No 
It would be possible to provide a breakdown of 
management type but not religion 

Political Opinion No  

Disability No  

Dependants No  

Sexual Orientation No  

Racial Group No  

Lowest level geography at which the measure is 
available: 

Census Output Area – based on where the school is situated not 
the pupil’s area of residence. 

* Due to confidentiality constraints, in some instances breakdowns may not be available due to small numbers 
 
 
 


