
Central Postcode Directory (CPD) creation 

 
Valid postcodes supplied by 

Royal Mail 

For each postcode, check if in 
Pointer 

Inactive postcodes as 
postcodes in previous 

CPD but not in postcode 
list from Royal Mail 

Is postcode in previous CPD? 

Allocate postcode 
coordinates from 

postcode in 
previous CPD 

Allocate to postcode, 
coordinates of nearest 

postcode (e.g. nearest to 
BT1 1AB is BT1 1AA) 

Allocate postcode 
coordinates of nearest 

Pointer address to Pointer 
postcode average 

Set coordinates as 
‘999999’ where postcode 
is identified as a Post Box 

Provisional CPD 

Postcodes identified as being 
>20km from corresponding 

Postcode Sector centroid are 
temporarily assigned 

previous CPD coordinates 

Postcodes visually identified 
as outliers from 

corresponding Postcode 
District temporarily assigned 
previous CPD coordinates 

Geographical areas assigned 
to each postcode using Point 

in Polygon method 

Postcodes identified as errors 
in validation checks are 

assigned coordinates ‘666666’  

New CPD 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Allocation of coordinates 

Active = 0 

Active = 1 

1. Data creation 

3. Assign geographies 

2. Validation 

4. Final processing 


