
Belleek Partners response to Deprivation Consultation 

 

1. [Housing Benefit] 

 

We feel that to include this factor presents a skew towards urban areas where 

Council estates provide the majority of rented accommodation, whereas in rural 

areas and small villages/towns, a majority of households are owner-occupied. The 

inclusion of this factor would not provide a like-for-like comparison. 

 

2. [Education] 

 

To replace 11+ data with Key Stage 2 teacher-only assessments of Mathematics 

and English pre-supposes rigorous monitoring of internal procedures across all 

types of primary schools. 

 

The inclusion of absentee rates again pre-supposes stringent and verifiable 

procedures for defining approved absences. 

 

The proportion of pupils with Special Educational Needs can reflect a very wide 

range of levels of need; will this measure be ‘level scored’ to reflect the various 

stages?  

 

2a. [Not yet Considered] Proximity to a post-primary school 

 

The proposal to close St. Mary’s High School, Belleek has highlighted the 

additional difficulties for local 11 – 18 year-olds who may be unable to access 

secondary education in a reasonable manner. Pupils would have to spend up to 

two and a half hours travelling daily, distances some of which are in excess of 25 

miles. Those pupils would be unable to participate in after-school activities as 

school buses collect at the end of the school day, only. Parents would be required 

to travel [and pay for!] excessive distances for routine meetings and appointments 

within school, or to participate in parent-teacher activities. One of the far-

reaching effects of such a situation is that emerging adolescents will have less 

contact with home values. yet more time within an urban ethos. 

 



We suggest that the absence of post-primary provision within eight miles be 

considered as a contributing factor within the ‘proximity to services’ or the 

‘education’ domain.    

 

3. [Proximity to Services] 

 

Public Transport: 

Not to include ‘travel by public transport’ may ignore wide variations in the 

provision of such. In urban areas, many services are within walking distances; that 

is not the case in rural areas where an appointment with an optician may take up 

most of the day. 

 

Cross Border Services:  

Reference is made to travel times to service centres and A&E hospitals in the 

Republic of Ireland, and that such should be included. If N.I taxpayers and 

ratepayers expect their contributions to fund services, why should they be 

subjected to a reportedly inferior service across the border, because the N.I. 

authorities have not established adequate provision? Surely, such lack of provision 

is an indicator of a level of deprivation. Just because a proportion of the 

population may live within some arbitrarily defined distance from the border does 

not mean they should be abandoned.  

 

Food Shop:  

In rural areas local shops, convenience stores, are usually the sole local providers 

and are generally more expensive. The absence of a large store or supermarket 

must be considered as a factor. 

 

Opticians, dentists and pharmacies: 

These all provide very different services to very different needs, and in many 

cases to predominantly different age ranges. To suggest that these three services 

be combined does not reflect levels and types of need. 

 

 

 

 



Proximity: 

As stated [in Public Transport] a relatively short journey for an appointment may 

require a full day due to the inadequacies of available transport. Thus ‘time’ 

rather than ‘distance’ should be considered. 

 

Leisure: 

The lack of council facilities must be considered as detrimental, irrespective of 

the size of the population group. 

 

 

  


