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1. Introduction 
 
The current priorities for Census Office include (i) developing the operational 
design that will underpin the 2011 Census, (ii) specifying and procuring the 
supporting systems and services needed to undertake the Census, (iii) continuing 
the development of the 2011 Census questionnaire and (iv) preparing for a 
Census Rehearsal scheduled for 2009.  
 
This paper focuses on the topics and question content under consideration for 
inclusion in the 2011 Census questionnaire, and presents what Census Office 
understands to be the priorities of users. Formal proposals for the 2011 Census, 
including questionnaire topic content, will be brought forward in a consultative 
document in autumn 2008. 
 
2. Background 
 
Census Office is planning on the basis that the contract for the delivery of the 
main systems and services needed to undertake a Census will be awarded in 
early 2008. A key component of the contract will seek to address certain aspects 
associated with the questionnaire itself. For example; 

• the number of pages - which is directly linked to the number and type of 
questions, 

• the receipting, processing and coding requirements; and  

• the imaging and archiving requirements. 
 
Census Office’s current understanding of the user priorities has been informed by 
an ongoing and inclusive programme of consultation, which commenced in the 
early part of 2005.  Further information about NISRA’s consultation on the 2011 
Census can be found at the link below: 
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/previous-events-and-
consultation.pdf 

What has clearly emerged from this work is that the user demand for topics and 
questions to be included in the 2011 Census questionnaire give rise to 
significantly more questions than there will be space for on the questionnaire.  
This position is consistent with that in other parts of the UK.  
 
By way of reference, Appendix 1 contains a copy of the 2001 Census 
questionnaire. Readers will notice that the questionnaire comprised of 24 pages 
and had two main sections.  The first section contained household 
accommodation orientated questions whereas the second contained questions 
directed at each individual member of the household, where there were three 
pages of questions addressed to each individual. 
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/previous-events-and-consultation.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/previous-events-and-consultation.pdf
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3. The 2007 Census Test 
 
Census Office is currently in the process of conducting the planned 2007 Census 
Test within 5 Local Government Districts in Northern Ireland. It incorporates an 
operational test of proposed procedures, processes, and associated systems in 
addition to statistical testing of delivery method and form content (half of the 
questionnaires were posted to the households and half hand-delivered, half of the 
questionnaires included a question about banded personal income and half did 
not). 
 
The target areas were chosen because they exhibit specific socio-economic 
characteristics that are known to provide difficulties with enumeration.  The 
primary purpose of the 2007 Census Test is to examine how the proposed 
processes and developments might a) promote high response rates, b) produce 
high quality data, and c) ensure value for money. A copy of the 2007 Census Test 
questionnaire is attached in Appendix 2 and will be referenced later in this paper. 
In the context of the 2011 content, it is important to note that the questionnaire for 
the 2007 Census Test both included some new questions for testing purposes 
and omitted some questions that are likely to be included in 2011. Further 
Information on the Census Test in Northern Ireland can be found here: 
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/census/2011/background/2007-test.html 
 
4. General Planning Assumptions 
 
Much of the work associated with the 2011 Census is being taken forward in 
conjunction with both the Office for National Statistics and the General Register 
Office for Scotland. Common questions will be agreed wherever possible.  
 
Recommendations have been developed by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) for the 2010 round of Censuses. The main 
objectives of these recommendations are to: 
 

i. provide guidance and assistance to countries that are members of the 
Conference of the European Statisticians in the planning and 
conducting of their population and housing census;  

ii. facilitate and improve the comparability of the data at regional level 
through the selection of a core set of census topics1 and the 
harmonization of definitions and classifications.  

 
The UNECE recommends that countries collect information categorised as “core 
topics”, with “non-core” topics being optional.  Further information on the UNECE 
recommendations for the 2010 round of Censuses can be found at: 
 

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/ge.41/2006/zip.
1.e.pdf 

                                                 
1 The term "topic" refers to the subject regarding which information is to be sought for each unit 
enumerated in the census (person, household, dwelling or building). 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/census/2011/background/2007-test.html
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/ge.41/2006/zip.1.e.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/ece/ces/ge.41/2006/zip.1.e.pdf
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The current planning assumption is that the 2011 Census questionnaire will 
comprise of 24 pages (as was the case in Northern Ireland in the 2001 Census), 
providing for the inclusion of three pages of individual questions per person. This 
assumption is common across the UK. 
 
5. Household Section of the Questionnaire 
 
Table 1 summarises what Census Office currently understands to be the priorities 
for the household section of the 2011 Census questionnaire, using the 2001 
question set as the reference. We are keen to ascertain your views on whether 
each of the questions is likely to yield information that (i) will still be required in 
2011 and the subsequent period until the next Census, (ii) cannot be obtained 
from alternative data sources (e.g. administrative data sets or social surveys) at 
the required level of geographical detail and/ or for minority population groups and 
(iii) will be adequate and appropriate for the applications that you envisage. 
 
For ease of reference, green/ amber/ red colour coding has been used to signify:- 
 

Green: 2001 questions that we are considering retaining with slight 
modification or in the same format. These are questions for 
which there is a clear case for inclusion in the 2011 Census and 
for which NISRA are confident that suitable questions already 
exist or can be designed that will enable high quality information 
to be collected. 

 
Amber: Potential new questions being considered for 2011 where more 

evidence of the exact user requirements is required. 
 

Red: 2001 questions that we are considering excluding. These are 
questions for which there is insufficient evidence of user 
demand and it would seem appropriate to exclude from the 
2011 Census. 
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Table 1: Priority Household questions for 2011 
Ref 
No. 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current 
Proposal 

Comment 

1 What type of 
accommodation 
does your 
household 
occupy? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H1 in Appendix 1).  
 
 
Current thinking is 
that similar 
question is asked in 
2011. 

See illustrative sample question H6 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
Information on accommodation type, 
household tenure and type of landlord is 
used to target resource allocation, inform 
planning and housing policy formation, and 
to target provision of services such as 
housing and refuse. 

2 Is your 
household’s 
accommodation 
self-contained? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H2 in Appendix 1).  
 
Current thinking is 
that the 2001 
question is asked 
again in 2011. 

See illustrative sample question H7 in 
Appendix 2. 
Information on self-contained 
accommodation is used to derive dwellings 
and to assess overcrowding.  

3 How many rooms 
do you have for 
use only by your 
household? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H3 in Appendix 1).  
 
Current thinking is 
that the 2001 
question is asked 
again in 2011. 

See illustrative sample question H8 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
Number of rooms is also used to assess 
overcrowding, and to inform policies that 
target inequality, social exclusion and 
discrimination in the housing market. (Living 
in overcrowded conditions has adverse 
personal and social effects, as well as 
effects on health, the information can also 
be used as an indicator of deprivation). 

4 Does your 
accommodation 
have central 
heating? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H7 in Appendix 1).  
 
Current thinking is 
that the 2001 
question is asked 
again in 2011. 

See illustrative sample question H9 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
Information on central heating is used as a 
measure of housing quality. The information 
could be used to help in the identification of 
housing deprivation – which is a major 
factor in the development and prioritisation 
of neighbourhood initiatives. ONS are 
currently testing an expanded question to 
collect ‘type of central heating’ similar to the 
question used in the 2006 GROS Test. 

5 Do you have a 
bath/ shower and 
toilet for use only 
by your 
household? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H4 in Appendix 1).  
 
 
Current thinking is 
that an amended 
question is asked in 
2011. 

See illustrative sample question H10 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
The vast majority of households in Northern 
Ireland (over 99%) have exclusive use of a 
bath/ shower and toilet. In the consultation, 
users indicated the need for information on 
the accessibility of such facilities from a 
disability perspective (i.e. whether or not 
they were located on a ground floor). ONS 
will not be collecting this information in 
2011.  
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Table 1: Priority Household questions for 2011 (continued) 
Ref 
No. 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current 
Proposal 

Comment 

6 Does your 
accommodation 
need any repairs? 

Not asked in 2001. 
 
 
 
Being tested in 
the 2007 Census 
Test but current 
thinking is that it 
is not included for 
2011. 

See illustrative sample question H11 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
 
Questions of this type can be subjective in 
nature and as such may not yield data of a 
consistent quality. In addition, more timely 
data of a comparable nature is available 
through the House Conditions Survey 
conducted by the NI Housing Executive. 

7 Does your 
household own or 
rent the 
accommodation? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H9 in Appendix 1).  
 
Current thinking is 
that similar 
question is asked in 
2011. 

See illustrative sample question H12 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
The “rents” category will have a guidance 
note that it includes rent paid by housing 
benefits. 

8 Who is your 
landlord? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H10 in Appendix 1). 
 
Current thinking is 
that similar 
question is asked in 
2011. 

See illustrative sample question H13 in 
Appendix 2. 

9 How many cars or 
vans are owned, 
or available for 
use, by one or 
more members of 
your household? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H8 in Appendix 1). 
 
Current thinking is 
that similar 
question is asked in 
2011. 

See illustrative sample question H14 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
Information on number of vehicles is 
needed for transport planning and to inform 
resource allocation for car parks, public 
transport etc. The information can also be 
used as an indicator of deprivation or 
affluence. 

10 What is the lowest 
floor level of 
household’s living 
accommodation? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H5 in Appendix 1). 
 
Current thinking 
is that this 
question is not 
included for 2011. 

Little user need has been expressed for the 
inclusion of this question. 

11 Are the rooms 
used by your 
household 
located on more 
than one floor? 

Asked in 2001 (see 
H6 in Appendix 1). 
 
Current thinking 
is that this 
question is not 
included for 2011. 

Little user need has been expressed for the 
inclusion of this question. 
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6. Individual Section of the Questionnaire 
 
The illustrative draft questions detailed in Table 2 represent what Census Office 
currently understands to be the main topic and question priorities. Unlike the 
household section of the questionnaire, the individual section is considerably 
over-subscribed. This in turn gives rise to particularly challenging design issues in 
order to optimise the number and type of questions that can reasonably be 
included without posing a risk to the key aim of the Census, namely to maximise 
Census response. 
 
Again, we wish to have views on whether each of the questions is likely to yield 
information that (i) will still be required in 2011 and the subsequent period until the 
next Census, (ii) cannot be obtained from alternative data sources (e.g. 
administrative data sets or social surveys) at the required level of geographical 
detail and/ or for minority population groups and (iii) will be adequate and 
appropriate for the applications that you envisage. 
 
As with Table 1, for ease of reference, green/ amber/ red colour coding has been 
used to signify:- 
 

Green: 2001 questions that we are considering retaining with slight 
modification or in the same format. These are questions for 
which there is a clear case for inclusion in the 2011 Census and 
for which NISRA are confident that suitable questions already 
exist or can be designed that will enable high quality information 
to be collected. 

 
Amber: Potential new questions being considered for 2011 where more 

evidence of the exact user requirements is required. 
 

Red: 2001 questions that we are considering excluding. These are 
questions for which there is insufficient evidence of user 
demand and it would seem appropriate to exclude from the 
2011 Census. 
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

1 What is your name? Asked in 2001 (see 1 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011 

Name is only used in processing and is 
stripped from the data before Outputs 
are produced to protect the 
confidentiality of respondents. 
 
 
 
 
 
This section of the questionnaire 
addresses the user requirements for 
information on demographics and 
household and family relationships. 
Questions on sex, date of birth (or age), 
marital status and household and family 
relationships are ‘traditionally’ included in 
censuses across the world. See 
illustrative sample question 3 in 
Appendix 2 

2 What is your sex? Asked in 2001 (see 2 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011 

3 What is your date of 
birth? 

Asked in 2001 (see 3 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011 

4 What is your legal 
marital or same-sex 
civil partnership? 

Asked in 2001 (see 4 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 marital status 
question is extended 
to gather information 
on same-sex civil 
partnerships which 
were introduced in 
December 2005. 

Legislation introduced in December 2005 
gave same sex couples who went 
through a civil ceremony similar legal 
rights to married couples. As such, the 
marital status question will be expanded 
to include civil partnerships.  
Furthermore, the response category 
single (never married) will be replaced 
with never married and never formed a 
civil partnership. The response category 
for re-married will be remove due to a 
lack of user demand for this information. 
See illustrative sample question 4 in 
Appendix 2. 
 
The modified question is being piloted in 
the 2007 Census Test. 

5 Are you a schoolchild 
or student in full-time 
education? 

Asked in 2001 (see 5 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011 

These questions provide consistency 
with the 2001 Census questionnaire and 
satisfy the requirement to enumerate 
students at their time-term address 
rather than their family or home address. 
See illustrative sample questions 5, 6 in 
Appendix 2 

6 Do you live at the 
address shown on 
the front of this 
questionnaire during 
the school/ 
college/university 
term? 

Asked in 2001 (see 6 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 continued 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

7 What is your country 
of birth? 

Asked in 2001 (see 9 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011 

Country of birth would be used to 
improve migration data by helping to 
identify internal migrants. The 
information could also be used to monitor 
equality and inclusion, and to establish 
patterns of household movement and 
social mobility. 
 
See illustrative sample question 7 in 
Appendix 2 

8 If you are not born in 
the UK, when did you 
most recently arrive 
to live here? 

Not asked in 2001, 
therefore would be 
new for 2011. 
 
 
Being considered for 
2011 

See illustrative sample question 8 in 
Appendix 2 
The inclusion of questions on citizenship, 
year of entry into the UK and country of 
previous usual residence would make 
the UK Census consistent with most 
other United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
member states, enabling a consistent 
picture of migration patterns to be 
established between these countries. In 
addition, enhanced information on 
migration and citizenship could be used 
to provide tailored services to migrant 
communities. 

9 What passports are 
you entitled to hold? 

Not asked in 2001, 
therefore would be 
new for 2011. 

The aim of this question would be to 
gather information on Citizenship as 
recommended by the UNECE.  The UK 
is among a very small set of European 
Countries which do not ask such a 
question, which would enhance the 
quality of information gathered on 
migrants. The merits of this question are 
being considered further alongside the 
other identity type questions, such as 
Country of Birth, National Identity. 

10 Do you look after, or 
give any help or 
support to family 
members, friends, 
neighbours or others 
because of: 

Asked in 2001 (see 12 
in Appendix 1). 
 
 
Slight change to the 
wording used in 2001: 
proposing to change 
long-term to long-
standing. 

Information on carers is essential for 
service provision, and is also needed for 
policy development and to inform 
resource allocation. The information 
would also be used to tackle social 
exclusion. With an increasingly ageing 
population, there is likely to be an 
increase in the numbers of people caring 
for those who are sick, disabled or 
elderly - therefore the demand for this 
information is likely to be even greater by 
the time of the next Census in 2011. 
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 continued 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

11 How is your health in 
general? 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 11 in 
Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001.  However the 
harmonised health 
question will not 
produce outputs that 
are entirely consistent 
and comparable with 
the 2001 Census. 

A question on health status should be 
included in the 2011 Census in order to 
meet user requirements that are not 
currently satisfied by other sources of 
health information. 
Whilst the proposed question reduces 
comparability with 2001 Census Outputs, 
it is more harmonised with other UK and 
international surveys and as such, it will 
provide direct comparability with those. 

12 Does a long-standing 
health problem or 
disability mean you 
have substantial 
difficulties doing day-
to-day activities? 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 13 in 
Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

The key requirement for information on 
health status and long-standing 
illness/disability is to inform resource 
allocation. This question is amended 
slightly to comply with international 
guidelines (‘long-term’ has been changed 
to ‘long-standing’ as ‘long-standing’ 
refers to a continuing problem with a 
history, whilst long-term is more 
ambiguous and may be interpreted as 
including past or future problems) and 
will yield information that is comparable 
with outputs from social surveys. See 
illustrative sample question 11 in 
Appendix 2 

13 What religion, 
religious 
denomination or 
body do you belong 
to? 

Asked in 2001 (see 8a 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011. 

The introduction of the second question 
in 2001 on religion brought up in was 
used with the current religion information 
to derive information on community 
background that is widely used for 
equality monitoring. The intention is to 
incorporate similar questions in 2011. It 
is stressed that respondents have the 
opportunity to respond “none” on all 
occasions.  See illustrative sample 
questions in Appendix 2. 

14 What religion, 
religious 
denomination or 
body were you 
brought up in? 

Asked in 2001 (see 8b 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011. 

15 What do you consider 
your national identity 
to be? 

Not asked in 2001, 
therefore would be 
new for 2011. 
 
Being considered for 
2011. 

Through further question development 
and testing, NI Census office will seek to 
consider the relative merits of asking 
either (i) a separate national identity 
question plus an ethnic group question or 
(ii) just an ethnic group question which 
gathers some national identity 
information for those classified as white 
(See illustrative sample question 14 and 
15 in Appendix 2, both of which are 
being piloted in the 2007 Census Test. 
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 continued 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

16 To which of these 
ethnic groups do you 
consider you belong? 

Asked in 2001 (see 10 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
a question similar to 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011. 

 

17 Which of these 
qualifications do you 
have? 

Asked in 2001 (see 16 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
a suitably amended 
version of the 2001 
question is asked in 
2011. 

The Census is the only source that 
provides information on qualifications for 
the whole population, which can be 
analysed with other variables and is 
available for small geographic units. 
See illustrative sample question 28 in 
Appendix 2. Amendments to the 2001 
question will seek to ensure that more 
robust and comparable information is 
available for the proportion of people with 
no qualifications. 

18 What languages can 
you understand, 
speak, read or write? 

A language question 
was asked in 2001 
(see 7 in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question seeks 
to gather additional 
language information 
from that gathered in 
2001. 

The current proposal is that the 2011 
question will gather information on Irish, 
Ulster Scots and one other write-in 
language of the respondents choice  (this 
could include sign language – either 
British or Irish for example) 
 
See illustrative sample question 13 in 
Appendix 2 

19 One year ago, what is 
your usual address? 

A similar question was 
asked in 2001 (see 14 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

See illustrative sample question 21 in 
Appendix 2 

20 Do you stay at 
another address for 
part of the week or 
year? 

Not asked in 2001, 
therefore would be 
new for 2011. 
 
Being considered for 
2011. 

This question will provide information 
that is additional to the estimate of the 
‘usually resident population’. See 
illustrative sample question 18 in 
Appendix 2 

21 If you are aged 16 or 
over / If you are aged 
15 or under  

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 15 in 
Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

See illustrative sample question 22 in 
Appendix 2 
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 continued 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

22 Last week were you: Asked in 2001 (see 17 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

See illustrative sample question 23 in 
Appendix 2 

23 Were you actively 
looking for any kind 
of paid work during 
the last four weeks? 

Asked in 2001 (see 18 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011 

Users have expressed a strong 
requirement to retain these questions in 
a similar format. Of the potential 
alternative sources, the Labour Force 
Survey provides the most 
comprehensive labour market 
information and allows multivariate 
analysis with a range of variables, but 
this cannot provide accurate information 
for the small geographies and population 
groups required. 
It was concluded that the LFS might be a 
suitable alternative to the Census at a 
national or regional level for information 
on the labour market and NS-SEC. 
However, the Census is the only source 
that can provide information for the small 
geographies and population groups, 
which are essential for users. 
 
These questions are required to produce 
estimates of unemployment that are 
consistent with the ILO standard. 

24 If a job had been 
available last week, 
would you have been 
willing and able to 
start it within two 
weeks? 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 19 in 
Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

25 Last week, were you 
waiting to start a job 
already obtained? 

Asked in 2001 (see 20 
in Appendix 1) 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

26 Have you ever 
worked? 

Asked in 2001 (see 22 
in Appendix 1). 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011. 

This question routes those who have 
previously worked to relevant labour 
market questions and identifies the long-
term unemployed. 

27 In your main job, are 
(were) you: 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 24 in 
Appendix 1). 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

Information collected through this 
question is used to clarify the occupation 
of respondents who have an unclear job 
title. 
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 continued 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

28 What is (was) your 
full and specific job 
title? 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 26 in 
Appendix 1). 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

The respondent’s job title is required for 
the coding of occupation, which in turn is 
required for the derivation of NS-SEC. 

29 Briefly describe what 
you do (did) in your 
main job. 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 27 in 
Appendix 1). 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

Information from this question is used in 
Standard Industry Classification (SIC) 
coding, which in turn is used to code 
occupation. 

30 Do (did) you 
supervise any 
employees? 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 28 in 
Appendix 1). 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

Information from this question is used to 
improve the accuracy of occupation 
coding. 

31 In your main job, 
what is the address 
of your workplace? 

Similar question asked 
in 2001 (see 32 in 
Appendix 1). 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
2011 question is 
similar to that asked in 
2001. 

Information from this question is used in 
tandem with travel to work information for 
policy and planning purposes. It is also 
used by the Home Office for disaster 
planning. 
 
Consideration being given to ask of 
schoolchildren in addition to those at 
work. See below. 

32 How do you usually 
travel to work? 

Asked in 2001 (see 33 
in Appendix 1). 
 
 
Current thinking is that 
the 2001 question is 
asked in 2011. 

Information on how people travel to work 
is essential for service provision, and is 
also needed for policy development and 
to inform resource allocation. See 
illustrative sample question I35 in 
Appendix 2 
 
Consideration being given to ask of 
schoolchildren in addition to those at 
work. See above. Would give a fuller 
picture of transport flows.  
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Table 2: Priority Individual questions for 2011 continued 
Ref 
No 

Potential 2011 
Question 

Current Proposal Comment 

33 How many people 
work (worked) for 
your employer at the 
place where you work 
(worked)? 

Asked in 2001 (see 25 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is 
that this question is 
not included for 
2011. 

In 2001, the 500 or more employees 
category was used for coding one of the 
4 digit occupation groups, namely, 
1112_Directors and Chief Executives of 
large organisations. Accordingly, 
dropping this question will have some 
impact on the quality of occupation 
coding. In addition, excluding this 
question also means that the full method 
of deriving NS-SEC can no longer be 
used. Instead the reduced derivation 
method would have to be used, resulting 
in a drop in quality of NS-SEC 
information of around 2%. 

34 How many hours a 
week do you usually 
work in your main 
job? 

Asked in 2001 (see 34 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is 
that this question is 
not included for 
2011. 

In 2001 this question was not answered 
on a consistent basis for a variety of 
reasons (e.g. Some people included 
overtime hours while others did not; 
whereas others based their answer on 
their contractual hours. Also we are 
unable to determine whether people who 
had more than one job answered this 
question correctly.) 

35 What is the full name 
of the organisation 
you work for in your 
main job? 

Asked in 2001 (see 31 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is 
that this question is 
not included for 
2011. 

Information from these questions is used 
to derive information on industry which in 
turn is used to improve the accuracy of 
occupation coding and the subsequent 
derivation of NS-SEC classifications. 
However, limited user requirement, high 
item non-response in 2001 and poor data 
quality combine to suggest that these 
questions should be excluded. The ONS 
has estimated that removing these 
questions will result in a reduction of the 
quality of information on NS-SEC, in the 
order of 8%. 

36 What was the 
business of your 
employer at the place 
where you work 
(worked)? 

Asked in 2001 (see 29 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is 
that this question is 
not included for 
2011. 

 

37 Last week were you 
doing any work 

Asked in 2001 (see 17 
in Appendix 1) 
 
Current thinking is that 
a modified question is 
asked in 2011 

See illustrative sample question I23 in 
Appendix 2 

38 Income Not asked in 2001. An income question has been included in 
the 2007 Census Test following user 
demand in the early stages of 2011 
consultation. 
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Appendix 1 – 2001 Census Sample Questionnaire 
 
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2001/background/forms/household.pdf 
 
 
Appendix 2 – 2007 Census Test Sample Questionnaire 
 
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/2007-test/household-form.pdf 
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2001/background/forms/household.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/archive/census/2011/2007-test/household-form.pdf
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