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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to present the views expressed by key census users in response to the initial 2011 

Census Consultation exercise, which was launched on the 20th December 2004 and ran for a period of 14 weeks 

ending 28th March 2005. 

Through the consultation, users were invited to share their thoughts on a number of issues, which, from a 

strategic perspective, are regarded as fundamental to the development of the 2011 Census. These included: 

Section 1: The general provision of demographic statistics; 

Section 2: The population base and statistical framework for the 2011 Census; and 

Section 3: The 2011 Census question content. 

 

The views expressed by users have been summarised as fully as possible irrespective of NISRA’s views 
on their accuracy.  The inclusion of comments in the report is in no way intended to indicate that NISRA 
endorses the view expressed. 

 

Distribution List 

Details of the consultation were issued to over 1100 key users who were identified with the support of the Equality 

Commission for Northern Ireland, the Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action and Machinery of Government 

Branch within the Northern Ireland Civil Service (NICS).  The list of consultee’s included: 

• The leaders of the main political parties in Northern Ireland, MPs and MEPs; 

• Key advisory groups such as the Census Advisory Group, Statistics Advisory Committee and Statistics 

Coordinating Group; 

• Bodies such as the Education & Library Boards, Health & Social Services Boards, Local District Councils 

and Local Strategy Partnerships; 

• Key officials with Government Departments in the NICS; and 

• Other census users known to Census Office 

 

Methods of completion 

To encourage response and cater for a variety of user preferences, users were given four options to participate, 

namely, they could: 

• Complete and submit the questionnaire online 

• Complete a word version and return by e-mail 

• 

• Request a hard copy and return by post 

Print and complete a pdf version and return by post 
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Responses  

A total of 50 responses were received, 7 via the Web, 22 via email and 21 returns by post.  The breakdown of 

respondent types are as follows: 

• Government Departments - 11 

• Local Government – 4 

• Health & Social Services Boards – 2 

• Education Sector – 5 

• Special Needs Groups - 4 

• Others - 24 

 

Details of the responses provided can be accessed here.  CLICK HERE. 

 

 

 

http://www.nisranew.nisra.gov.uk/census/full_responses.xls
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Introduction – The General Provision of Demographic Statistics 
Demographic statistics must be: 

• Accurate, and their accuracy should be both accepted by users and capable of being measured; 

• Consistent over time and space; 

• Available for small areas; 

• Timely; and 

• Capable of identifying new trends. 
 

Please note that the following questions were asked about Population Estimates, however, some general 

comments were provided about the Census in response to these questions and have been included for 

completeness. 

 

 

Users were invited to:  

Comment on the extent to which they consider Northern Ireland demographic statistics meet the above 
criteria. 

76% of those who responded to this question felt that NISRA succeeded in meeting the above stated criteria.  

Most of these respondents commended NISRA on their production of statistics at small area levels, however one 

respondent felt that more statistics could be produced for smaller areas. 

One respondent recommended carrying out key statistical forecasts between censuses, which would assist in 

identifying new trends.  The main issue they highlighted was the outdated figures for ethnic minorities due to a 

steep influx of immigration.  Similarly, a further respondent felt that the current ethnic monitoring categories are 

not capturing data on the most recently arrived migrant worker populations as the present classification relates 

largely to former British colonies.  It was proposed that one way to avoid bypassing many migrant workers and 

other members of minority ethnic groups would be to gather information on other languages used by those who 

speak little or no English.  It was felt that the ability to analyse information by electoral wards as well as small 

areas would be particularly valuable. 

Another respondent stated that they consider the census to be the most authoritative base for household 

statistics, however they expressed concerns over a number of areas including the number of Housing Association 

dwellings, the changes in household composition definitions between 1991 and 2001, and the fact that new 

trends are no longer new by the time they are actually identified due to the time lag.  The time factor was an issue 

for a few other respondents also.  One felt that there appeared to be an undue delay between data collection and 

the availability of the data, whilst another noted that NISRA’s statistics were published slightly later than the rest 

of the UK.  It was felt that the timely release of data is important to inform the preparation of development plans 

and other assessments, in particular Equality Impact Assessments and Strategic Environmental Assessments.   

One respondent emphasised the value of assessing the Census for its ability to assist in the policy objectives of 
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sustainable regional development.  It was felt that a key weakness is poor temporality and spatial consistency,

with poor consistency in both the data collection from Census to Census and the spatial units used.  This ha

meant that spatial trends across the Census periods have not been possible, which is a key requirement in 

considering rural and regional policy.  Similarly, whilst another respondent welcomed the introduction of out

and super-output areas, they emphasised the importance of keeping the methodology, by which these are 

produced, the same.  They also referred to the way the information is recorded, and the need to keep this 

consistent too.  A further respondent pointed out the need for good temporal as well as

 

s 

put 

 spatial data in order to 

assess the benefits over time of different policy regimes or larger scale social trends. 

 that any changes incorporated into the 

next Census do not undermine the data sets being consistent over time. 

 

such data on pre-school and school age children.  Otherwise, they felt demographic statistics are satisfactory. 

lationship 

between age and disability and the attainment of third level qualification by people with disability. 

dent carries out 

a rolling programme of development plan preparation which requires up to date statistics. 

he 

C structure or a major 

omic event which may produce major migration, both internally and externally 

Concern was expressed over the differing totals within the Key Statistics tables, which led to uncertainty over 

what figures are correct.  Another respondent stated that it was important

It was highlighted that up-to-date small area statistics are not available. The respondent specified their need for

One respondent felt that the census currently does not have the scope to obtain accurate statistics on issues 

surrounding disability in society, for example; the number of disabled people in employment, the re

It was proposed that a Census every five rather than ten years would be beneficial as this respon

Finally, one respondent highlighted that Northern Ireland has historically been relatively stable, thus meaning t

statistics supplied have been a good foundation.  However, they were concerned by the prospect of an event 

which would have a material effect on the population, for example changes to the E

econ
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Outline where improvements should be pursued and how these might be achieved. 

There were many varied suggestions for improvements and how they might be achieved.  It was proposed that 

forecast trends be made available as soon as practicable after the analysis of census results.  It was also 

requested that there be co-ordinated release of statistics with other UK suppliers of demographic statistics. 

Two respondents recommended greater collaboration with other departments, local authorities and other public 

bodies.  One felt there should be greater use of operational sources such as Housing Executive / Housing 

Association databases to carry out crosschecks using common address files, and the other felt we should work 

together to develop a robust collaborative approach towards the 2011 Census, particularly for dealing with hard-

to-count areas.   

One respondent suggested ensuring that the total population figures for specific areas are the same across all 

tables of census statistics, whilst other respondents felt that improvements could be made by striving to produce 

more output at lower geographical level such as output area and electoral ward.  In conjunction with geographical 

level, it was proposed that future statistics be prepared so that they can be readily converted to old and existing 

geographical boundaries, thus allowing easy time-series comparisons for users. 

There was one request to see small area statistics for pre-school and school age children at electoral ward level.  

Another respondent would like to see detail on languages used by those who speak little or no English and 

indicators to measure progress against key government policy, such as Anti-poverty Strategy and Children's.  

They also felt the Census would be more accurate and useful if produced every 5 years rather than every 10 

years.  Similarly, another respondent was in agreement, proposing the reduction of the interim census period.  

They would also like to see more statistics at or below District Council level.  A further respondent stated that 

there is a definite need for annual ward based population estimates, which would be extremely useful for resource 

allocation, equality and inequalities monitoring, target setting and small area targeting.   

Although they stated that NISRA provide a very beneficial and efficient service, one respondent aired their views 

on the website as a means of communicating the statistics.  They revealed how they found it quite difficult to use, 

especially when trying to find tables they had already used for the second time.  They also felt that a summary 

title should be added to tables as some existing titles appear to overlap, leading to several tables being opened 

before finding the correct one. 

It was suggested that Section 75 categories could be better covered and, more specifically, data on the 

prevalence of disability types and trends.  Additional questions in the Census should include asking respondents 

to state if their bathroom and lowest floor of their house is accessible to people with disabilities and the effect 

disability has on the respondent’s day-to-day activities.  It was felt that there should be a distinction made 

between health and disability and a question should be included asking if respondents have access to accessible 

transport to travel to work.    

Finally, whilst it was felt that existing statistics met the specified requirements, it was suggested that a single 

spreadsheet sheet showing all sub-NI geographical areas by single year of age would be extremely useful. 
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Outline how frequently population estimates are required and what they are used for. 

There were 3 main time frames proposed for population estimates – annually, 5 yearly and 10 yearly.  10 

respondents specified the need for these statistics to be produced on an annual basis.  Some respondents 

detailed how they need annual population estimates for labour market analysis, resource allocation, targeting 

resources, needs assessment and service planning and review.  Others explained how they used these statistics 

to help produce pupil projections, to estimate the need for housing in terms of absolute numbers and household 

type/housing mix/size/need for support etc, and to ensure fairness and equality of treatment in the delivery of 

electoral services to all parts of the Northern Ireland society.  Annual data is used as denominators for calculation 

of rates as well as for the statutory formula for distribution of the Resources element of General Grant, payable to 

district councils.  Population estimates are also required annually to inform the preparation of development plans, 

plan reviews during the plan period, Equality Impact Assessments and Strategic Environmental Assessments. 

One respondent felt that population estimates should continue to be available on an annual basis providing that 

they are inclusive and reflect trends in all groups in society. They should continue to be based along current lines, 

but should include population figures for people with disabilities. 

Two respondents specifically stated that statistics should be revised at least every 5 years, mainly for education 

reasons.  Data is required this frequently to identify trends in demand for education and training and will be crucial 

over the coming years in shaping educational policy and resource allocation.   The post-primary admissions will 

also require reliable statistics. 

Two respondents felt that the census carried out every 10 years was adequate for their customer’s needs.  One of 

these respondents stated that, although they would find it useful to have census data updated more frequently, 

they recognise the restriction of associated costs.  This respondent currently uses population estimates for 

comparative purposes against administrative data for equality monitoring and analysis of demographic trends and 

school populations. This provides information to inform new building and rationalisation of school provision. They 

are also used to inform the process of policy development. 

More generally, it was deemed that mid-year estimates should be provided at a smaller geographical unit 

(Census Output Area) and provided more often, which would allow more detailed analysis of census data for 

smaller user defined areas.  Similarly, population estimates are of increasing importance in terms of identification 

of emerging/new trends, therefore are sought as frequently as possible.  This respondent also used the data for 

service (network) planning and review; equality/new TSN/STS monitoring; targeting social disadvantaged 

groups/areas; resource allocation and new service pilots. 

One respondent said they use population estimates on a daily basis, for allocating resources, sales messages to 

new business wishing to locate in the area, catering for community need through resource provision, town centre 

management and development, plotting areas of crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Another respondent felt that population estimates are used in the main for forecasting service provision and 

needs identification, whilst also being beneficial in the consideration of planning and infrastructure needs, and for 

the monitoring of education, population, and employments trends. They have also contributed to a campaign for 

acute hospital provision. 
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Finally it was proposed that targeted studies should be pursued in selected areas ahead of field testing for the 

2011 Census with a view to making improvements in the estimates for those areas where current population 

estimates are seen as unreliable due to major population changes since the 2001 Census.  However, it was 

recognised that it may be infeasible to expect such areas to wait until the results of the 2011 Census are available 

in 2013 to obtain a more robust estimate. 

 

Outline what time-lag is acceptable, bearing in mind that a reduced time-lag may introduce routine 
revisions of population estimates. 

Almost 43% of those who provided a comment to this question agreed that the current time-lag is acceptable with 

some of them acknowledging the implications for a reduction in the time-lag.  One respondent felt that a 6 month 

delay for key statistics would be acceptable, whilst another indicated that 6-9 months would be acceptable. 

6 respondents stated their preference of time-lag to be no more than one year.  One respondent specified the 

need for the inclusion of all Section 75 groups in society as, for example, it has been sixteen years since there 

was a comprehensive analysis of the prevalence of disability and relevant social trends in Northern Ireland.  

There was one proposal for a 24 month time-lag from the Census collection to publication, and one for a 5 year 

time-lag between Censuses. 

There was one concern raised about the time limitation of the Census dataset, which is seen to be dated on 

publication.  This respondent would welcome the introduction of a mechanism that would enable interim updates 

of the Census dataset, but they commend NISRA’s publication of mid-year population estimates, which provide a 

more recent picture of population characteristics.  

With regards to another issue, it was felt that speedier delivery of the Samples of Anonymised Records (SARs) 

was required since the data loses much of its impact and utility after 2 or 3 years. 
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Outline the extent to which the current practice of producing the annual mid-year estimates series at 
Local Government District and Parliamentary Constituency levels meets their needs for demographic 
statistics for geographical areas. 

There were varying opinions on whether the current practice of producing mid-year estimates met respondents’ 

needs.   

The majority of respondents felt that the mid-year estimates would meet their needs for demographic statistics if 

there were minor changes made.  For example, 11 respondents requested that the data be made available at 

lower geographical levels, including Wards and Output Areas. 

Other suggestions for modification included advertising a production timetable more clearly on the Internet and 

producing five-yearly estimates of ward populations by age-sex. 

Only 2 respondents specified that these estimates did not meet their needs, with one of them commenting that 

colleges transcend Local Government Districts and Parliamentary Constituencies and the information has to be 

unpicked. 

One respondent welcomed NISRA's intention to use the Pointer Address database, particularly given the current 

high level of support for this initiative from within the NICS. 
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Introduction – Population Base for the 2011 Census 
It is widely acknowledged that the issue of the population base is of fundamental importance and has the potential 

to impact on every aspect of the whole Census process. In recognition of this, the Census Offices throughout the 

UK have been working in partnership to develop a detailed paper, “Population Base For the 2011 Census 

Enumeration” (see reference 1 on page 60) which outlines the various options for the enumeration base for the 

2011 Census.  

  
NISRA is asking users to: 
Comment on the extent to which usually resident based population statistics meet their needs. 

17 respondents in total felt that the usually resident based population at least adequately met their needs.  Some 

of these respondents did, however have some further suggestions and comments. 

One respondent stated that the usually resident population is by far the most important measure for housing 

purposes. However, they felt that there are important issues, which still need to be resolved in relation to Houses 

in Multiple Occupation (HMO’s), which are a growing feature of the housing market.  For example, issues 

regarding the definition of an HMO.  It was felt that there may be a case for an additional section for HMO’s 

asking further questions on household arrangements. It was suggested to have census day on a Wednesday to 

catch those large numbers of HMO dwellers who would travel home at weekends.  This respondent also identified 

issues regarding second homes and proposed utilising other sources such as the electoral office to support the 

identification of second homes. 

A number of respondents were in agreement that, along with the usually resident population, there was also a 

need for additional population bases.  Suggestions included daytime and resident population, term-time and out-

of-term population, a population base, which would identify migration and people with disabilities, and civilian mid-

year population estimates.  

One respondent, who felt that the population statistics met their needs, did however express concern over the 

frequency of the census itself, which means that after 4 or 5 years the information was outdated. 

It was pointed out that the usually resident population base generates the usual problems with students, holiday 

centres and second homes. 
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Where user needs are not met in this way, please outline what further population bases should be 
developed.  

There were a few different proposals for new population bases, as well as some general comments.  One 

suggestion was to change to term-time / out-of-term population, which would be useful for analysis of student 

labour market behaviour.  Another proposal was to also have the official civilian population estimates for each UK 

country for comparative analysis purposes.  The other recommended population base was daytime population at 

local ward level. 

It was felt that there was a need to identify persons with disabilities, including a breakdown on the range of 

disabilities as identified in the DDA (1995).  It was recognised that the number of foreign nationals in Northern 

Ireland had increased and that, in view of this, consideration should be given to how best to enable these people 

to participate in the census, since they have varying abilities in terms of understanding written English. 

One respondent highlighted the fact that other population bases could pose their own problems and are 

frequently difficult to interpret, whilst another respondent proposed that the Census would be more accurate and 

useful if produced every 5 years rather than every 10 years.  They also felt that it would be useful if mid-year 

estimates were broken down to ward level. 
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Introduction – Statistical Framework for the 2011 Census 
It is likely that by 2011 the circumstances around access to administrative data and advances in record linkage 

techniques will provide opportunities for supplementing or replacing at least part of the Census process. The 

Office for National Statistics (ONS) has published a “Statistical Framework For the 2011 Census (October 2004)” 

(see reference 2 on page 60) from the perspective of England and Wales. The paper notes however that there is 

a clear requirement for Census outputs that are consistent and comparable across the UK.  

 
Users are asked to comment on the paper from the Northern Ireland perspective.    

Of those respondents who provided comments on the “Statistical Framework For the 2011 Census” paper from a 

Northern Ireland perspective, 3 indicated their preference for consistency.  One of these respondents felt that the 

harmonisation of questions should be the starting point for the questionnaire, and they assume that the Primary 

Standards paper issued by ONS in June 2004 will be used as a basis for household composition and relationship 

definitions.  Another of these respondents supported the development of a supplementary census and queried the 

possibility of using identifiers to allow cross-referencing, as long as the potential for breach of confidentiality is 

addressed.  They also supported the proposal for on-line completion of forms, with appropriate security and 

confidentiality measures. 

It was felt that Northern Ireland benefited from having access to existing address data through the OSNI Pointer 

dataset, and that close communication with the other UK Census Offices would help to achieve consistent and 

comparable UK statistics.   Another respondent highlighted their preference for the record linkage and traditional 

census methods to operate side-by-side for at least one cycle to ensure that the results are comparable, or that 

any differences are explainable and capable of being adjusted in future. 

One respondent thought that there was not enough emphasis placed on encouraging people to complete their 

census form online.  Since there is such a large percentage of people in Northern Ireland who have access to the 

Internet via work, companies, in particular the public sector, could be encouraged to permit the use of the Internet 

for this purpose.  This respondent also predicted that the language barrier would be the main deterrent in 

responding to future census forms. 

It was recommended that enumeration methods should be selected to best mirror the needs of respondents and 

those areas with a historically poor postal response rate should be targeted with other methods such as door-to-

door collection.  Similarly, another respondent felt that by reducing face-to-face contact, many people would be at 

a disadvantage, for example, those with disabilities or those who require assistance to fill in the census form.  

Some of these issues could, however, be addressed in advance of the 2011 Census.  Producing larger print, 

disks, tapes and Braille, could significantly reduce the gap of non-responses.  It was also felt that consideration 

should be given to redesigning the census form to make more user friendly for people with learning disabilities. 

A further suggestion indicated that if the post-out post-back method were to be implemented, awareness would 

need to be raised of the Census and its aim and purpose to reduce any potential loss in the number of responses 

from households.  This is especially important due to the reduced amount of face-to-face contact, and this 

respondent felt that the optimal solution would be a mixed approach, which would help to target areas where 

there is greater potential for low response rates. 
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One respondent felt that the Northern Ireland Census form should attempt to ensure a robust definition of a 

“resident” as there is such potential for over count due to the open border with a non-UK country.  This may occur 

due to Northern Ireland residents travelling to work in the Republic of Ireland during the week but ‘residing in 

Northern Ireland, and vice versa.  This would be especially prevalent in the Border areas.  

Although one respondent would prefer to see “usually resident” population, they would find it useful to have 

information on visitors and second homes.  This can be used as a measure of wealth and would also enable local 

authorities to plan for the “usually resident” population as well as this at certain points in time, for example 

summer holidays, weekends, Christmas. 

Only one respondent was unconvinced that administrative data could be used as a substitute for the Census.  

They felt that neither government nor the public generate such data from a desire to produce statistics therefore 

problems with opting for this method would include biases, low take up and fraud issues.  Another problem would 

be the matching of databases and cross-referencing data. 
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Introduction – The 2011 Census Question Content 
It is widely acknowledged that the length of the Census form, which is largely governed by the number of topics 

and questions included, has the potential to impact on both the quality and cost of the Census.  The development 

of the 2011 Census question set is important not only in this context, but also in terms of ensuring that the needs 

of users are rigorously established and met wherever possible and practical, hence justifying the expenditure. 

Through the consultation NISRA sought to establish: 

• the type of information that users require; 

• what the information is used for; and 

• the level of geography required. 

 

To facilitate this, users were presented with details of the questions asked in the 2001 Census and, where 

appropriate, examples of the type of information derived from the responses. Users were asked for their views on 

whether the question should be kept in its present format, removed or modified in some way.  

 

 

 

Where users felt a question should be retained or modified in some way they were asked to indicate what the 

information is used for and the level of geography required.  Likewise, where users stated they felt the 

question should be modified or removed, they were asked to give an explanation. 

The consultation document also sought users’ views on any additional information requirements over and above 

those covered by the 2001 Census topics and questions. Respondents were asked to consider the suitability of 

the Census for their requirements before suggesting additional questions for the Census and be mindful that 

questions on the Census form must be: 

• succinct, as only a very limited number of questions can be asked; and 

• unambiguous and easily understood by everybody.  

 

In addition, they were reminded that there must be a requirement for statistics at small area level, otherwise a 

sample survey is likely to provide sufficient information, and that the presence of a question in 2001 does not 

guarantee that it will appear in 2011.  

For ease of reference and to assist with harmonisation work ongoing at the UK level, the responses to the various 

questions have been categorised into one of the 11 sub-topic groups as outlined in the table of contents on page 

1 of the report. 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Demography 
 
 
 
Overview 
 

The majority of those who responded to questions within this category opted to keep the questions in their present 

format.  Each question was utilised for the variety of uses presented.  Similarly, the data collected from all 

questions in this Topic Group was required at each of the geographical levels presented, as well as at Local 

Health and Social Care Groups, GP Practices and Health Trusts. 

The main issues arising within this Topic Group were the need for the inclusion of a question / questions covering 

Civil Partnerships, sexual orientation and transgendered people.  Such information was required for equality 

monitoring in respect of sexual orientation.  
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H11 Name of person and 
relationship to previous persons. 
 
Responses to this question enabled 
relationships within households to be 
identified. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is content in 
principle but may be altered marginally. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This 
Question  

   
Keep in present format 11  
Modify 4  
Remove 1  
No View* 34  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

16 respondents expressed a view on this question, 11 of whom requested it be kept in its present format.  
4 respondents offered suggestions for modification, 3 of whom were interested in seeing an option 
included for civil partnership for equality on sexual orientation.  The fourth respondent felt the question 
was too complex in format, particularly the definition of HRP. 

The one respondent who felt this question could be removed did not see what the information would be 
used for. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level* 
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 9  

Planning Services 5  District Council 8  

Informing Policy 7  Electoral Ward 10  

Equality Monitoring 8  Census Output Area 5  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 8  Settlement (Town/Village) 5  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 10   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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1 What is your name? 
 
[Population base: All Persons] 
 
This question is asked for the purpose of administering the Census and internal data quality assurance. 
NISRA current proposed status is modify (to capture forename and surname separately).   
 
Respondents were not asked to comment on this question. 
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2 What is your sex? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Male       48.7% 
Female       51.3% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

 
   

Keep in present format 21  
Modify 2  
Remove 0  
No View* 27  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

From the 23 respondents who expressed a view on this question, only 2 suggested any modification.  
Both of these respondents expressed an interest in the inclusion of an option for transgendered people. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 7  Northern Ireland 15  

Planning Services 8  District Council 13  

Informing Policy 14  Electoral Ward 14  

Equality Monitoring 15  Census Output Area 10  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 11  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 7  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 12   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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3 What is your date of birth? 
 
[Population base: All Persons] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of age. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

 
   

Keep in present format 23  
Modify 0  
Remove 0  
No View* 27  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

All 23 of the respondents who had a view on this question felt it should be kept in its present format. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 10  Northern Ireland 15  

Planning Services 10  District Council 14  

Informing Policy 13  Electoral Ward 15  

Equality Monitoring 14  Census Output Area 10  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 13  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 9  Other (please specify) 3  

Research/Education 12   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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4 What is your marital status (on 29 April 2001)? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Single (never married) 33.1% 
Married (first marriage) 48.5% 
Re-married 2.7% 
Separated (but still legally married) 3.8% 
Divorced      4.1% 
Widowed 7.8% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format (however, may have to modify to take account of 
possible legislation on Civil Partnership). 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

 
   

Keep in present format 14  
Modify 7  
Remove 0  
No View* 29  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

14 respondents specified a preference for keeping the question in its existing format, whilst 7 opted for 
modifying it.  4 of these respondents suggested that an option should be included for civil partnerships 
to meet increasing requirements for data on sexual orientation.  3 respondents indicated a preference for 
collecting information on co-habiting couples. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 13  

Planning Services 7  District Council 12  

Informing Policy 12  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 13  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 11  Settlement (Town/Village) 7  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 7  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 12   

Other (please specify) 1   

 

 Health Trusts 
 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 

GP practice  

 

 General descriptive analysis of Educational 
Statistics 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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TOPIC GROUP:  Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion 
 
 
Overview 
 

Respondents indicated that the data from the questions within this Topic Group were employed for all the uses 

and geographical levels presented.  In addition, information of this nature was also required at other levels such 

as Education and Library Board, Local Health and Social Services Care Groups and GP Practices. 

There were a variety of suggestions for modification of questions within this Topic Group, with two thirds of the 18 

respondents indicating a preference for the question to be modified.  In terms of language, the suggestions 

included modifying the existing language question to include extent of use and ability, and developing the 

question further to cover Ulster Scots and Sign Language. 

The main issue with the trio of Religion questions was that there should be a distinction made between ‘no 

religion’ and ‘religion not stated’.  There was also a feeling that the idea of belonging to a particular religion 

needed to be changed and extended to embrace the idea of belonging to a faith community. 

In terms of Ethnicity and Identity, respondents felt that the ‘white’ category for Ethnic Group was very restrictive 

and both it and the ‘elsewhere’ category under Country of Birth should be extended to help identify migrant 

workers.

 



 
 

 
 
  

25

7 Can you understand, speak, read or write Irish? 
 
[Population base: All persons aged 3 and over] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on 
knowledge of Irish. 
 
 
Understand spoken Irish but cannot read, write or speak Irish 2.3% 
Speak but do not read or write Irish 1.5% 
Speak and read but do not write Irish 0.4% 
Speak, read, write and understand Irish 4.6% 
Have other combination of skills 1.5% 
Have no knowledge of Irish 89.7% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is modify (to ask of only those persons aged 3 and over and consider changes 
that identify extent of use). 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   

Keep in present format 6  
Modify 12  
Remove 0  
No View* 32  

 

* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Of the 18 respondents who had a view on this question, only 6 opted for it to be kept in its present format.  
Of the 12 who requested modification, 5 agreed with NISRA’s proposal of identifying extent of use, whilst 
a further respondent felt there should be an indication of the level of ability.  One of these respondents 
also requested that the original question be kept to allow continuing comparisons.   

6 respondents were concerned with the inclusion of other languages asides from Irish, more specifically, 
3 of these would like to see a question regarding Ulster-Scots.  Interest was expressed by 3 respondents 
to include a question on Sign Language, both British and Irish.  A further suggestion was to create a 
question regarding first language. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 10  

Planning Services 6  District Council 10  

Informing Policy 9  Electoral Ward 11  

Equality Monitoring 10  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 6  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Education and Library Board 
 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 

GP practice  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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8 Do you regard yourself as belonging to any particular 
religion? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 

 
Yes 86.12% 
No 13.88% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet (but likely to be required for statutory equality monitoring). 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

 
   

Keep in present format 17  
Modify 3  
Remove 0  
No View* 30  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

20 respondents offered a view on this question, with 3 proposing modifications.  One respondent 
suggested that the question be changed to read “Do you regard yourself as belonging to any particular 
religion or faith community”.  Another respondent felt that a definition should be provided to clarify the 
term “belonging” to a religion.  The third respondent felt that the ability to distinguish between those who 
say no religion and those who don’t state a religion was an important issue. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 9  District Council 10  

Informing Policy 10  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 12  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 8  Settlement (Town/Village) 9  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 9   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Education and Library Board 
 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 

GP practice  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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8a What religion, religious denomination or body do you 
belong to? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on 
religion. 
 
Catholic 40.3% 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland 20.7% 
Church of Ireland 15.3% 
Methodist Church in Ireland 3.5% 
Other Christian (including Christian related) 6.1% 
Other religions and philosophies 0.3% 
No religion or religion not stated 13.9% 

 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet (but likely to be required for statutory equality monitoring). 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 14  
Modify 6  
Remove 0  
No View 30  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

20 respondents expressed a view on this question with 14 proposing it be kept in present format.  
Following from question 8, one respondent again suggested that the question be changed to read “what 
religion, religious denomination, faith community or body do you belong to?”   

Other suggestions for modification included separating ‘no religion’ and ‘religion not stated’, taking out 
the filter which eliminated certain people from answering question 8b (this would provide information on 
persons changing their religion), and providing more options for respondents, such as non-Christian 
denominations. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 8  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 8  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 12  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 9   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Education and Library Board 
 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 

GP practice  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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8b What religion, religious denomination or body were you 
brought up in? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Responses to this question were used in conjunction with responses to 
question 8a to derive information on community background. 
 
 
Catholic 43.8% 
Protestant and Other Christian (including Christian related) 53.1% 
Other religions and philosophies 0.4% 
None 2.7% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet (but likely to be required for statutory equality monitoring). 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 15  
Modify 3  
Remove 0  
No View* 32  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

In total there were 18 respondents who had an opinion on this question.  Whilst 15 proposed that it be 
kept in its present format, 3 recommended modifying it.  Once again, it was suggested that the question 
be changed to read “what religion, religious denomination, faith community or body were you brought up 
in?”   

Also the suggestion was once again made to take out the filter which eliminated certain people from 
answering question 8b (this would provide information on persons changing their religion).  It was 
proposed that a ‘both/mixed’ option be included as there are inter-denominational Protestant marriages 
and increasing numbers of protestant/catholic marriages. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 11  

Planning Services 7  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 8  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 11  Census Output Area 7  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 10  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 6  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Education and Library Board 
 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 

GP practice  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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9 What is your country of birth? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Northern Ireland 91.0% 
England 3.7% 
Scotland 1.0% 
Wales 0.2% 
Republic of Ireland 2.3% 
Elsewhere 1.8% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 16  
Modify 7  
Remove 0  
No View* 27  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

16 out of the 23 respondents who offered a view, opted to keep this question in its present format.  5 of 
the 6 who suggested modifying the question were in agreement that more categories should be included 
in place of ‘elsewhere’.  More specifically, examples included differentiating between the European Union 
and countries outside it, or including option for Europe, Africa, Asia, America etc.  This would be useful 
in identifying migrant workers, and could be linked to Ethnicity. 

2 respondents also stated that it would be helpful to know how long each individual lived in their country 
of birth or their existing location of residence. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 7  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 7  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 9  Electoral Ward 11  

Equality Monitoring 9  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 6  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify)  0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.   
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10 To which of these ethnic groups do you consider you belong? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
White 99.2% 
Irish Traveller 0.1% 
Mixed 0.2% 
Indian 0.1% 
Pakistani 0.0% 
Bangladeshi 0.0% 
Other Asian 0.0% 
Black Caribbean 0.0% 
Black African 0.0% 
Other Black 0.0% 
Chinese 0.3% 
Other ethnic group 0.1% 
(Note: Some figures have been reported as 0.0% due to rounding to 1 decimal place) 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet (but likely to be required for 
statutory equality monitoring). 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 15  
Modify 10  
Remove 0  
No View* 25  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

25 respondents expressed a view on the ethnicity question, 15 of whom proposed it be kept in its present 
format.  10 respondents recommended potential modifications for the question with one main issue 
emerging, namely the constraints associated with the ‘white’ category.  There was a strong desire to be 
able to identify Eastern Europeans within the ‘white’ category given the growing importance and 
presence of migrant workers.  A similar idea was to change the categories so that individuals who would 
classify themselves as white can also be distinguished as, for example, Portuguese, Lithuanian, Russian 
etc.  One respondent stressed the importance of identifying these different ethnicities as they will have 
completely different  experiences in terms of the rights they have, racism and other barriers.   

One respondent simply suggested offering a more comprehensive range of classification options for the 
ethnicity question in the 2011 Census, whilst another questioned whether, since the white category was 
too broad, EU nationals and other countries' nationals could be enumerated in terms of ethnicity by 
country of birth.  It was felt that ONS inappropriately classified nationality, race and ethnic group in this 
question and the most powerful indicator of ethnicity is language. 

There were concerns expressed over the inadequacy of data relating to particular groups within the 
population such as children from ethnic minorities. 
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Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level* 
Allocating Resources 6  Northern Ireland 13  

Planning Services 7  District Council 12  

Informing Policy 10  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 10  Census Output Area 9  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 9  Settlement (Town/Village) 10  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 6  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 12   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Health 
 
 
Overview  
 

All of the Health questions are required at all geographical levels, plus Local Health and Social Care Groups, GP 

Practices and Health Trusts and are utilised for the full range of purposed presented. 

In general, respondents felt there was a need to gather more information from questions in this category, for 

example, to provide better information on: 

• Those who rated their health as ‘not good’; 

• The severity of an illness / health problem / disability and the impact that it has on daily living; 

• Carers, whether they are the main carer and the type of care required. 

There was also a feeling that clarification was required on the definition of ‘long-term’ as this was subjective. 
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11 Over the last twelve months would you say your health 
has on the whole been: 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Good? 70.0% 
Fairly good? 19.3% 
Not good? 10.7% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet.  
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 12  
Modify 4  
Remove 2  
No View* 32  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Of the 18 respondents who expressed a view, 12 proposed the question be kept in its present format, 4 
wished to modify it whilst 2 felt it should be removed altogether. 

Each proposal for modification differed, ranging from amalgamating this question with question 13, to 
differentiating between physical and mental health.  A suggestion was made to ask follow-up questions in 
relation to an individual answering ‘not good’.   

It was also suggested by 2 respondents that the categories used are too vague.  One thought it may be 
too bias towards the recent past, whilst the other felt it should be divided into more ‘severe’ categories 
such as life threatening illness, common ailments, good health, very good health. 

Of the 2 respondents who felt the question could be removed, one felt it gave little real value, whilst the 
other felt it was too subjective. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level* 
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 5  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 10  Electoral Ward 10  

Equality Monitoring 6  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 9  Settlement (Town/Village) 7  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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12 Do you look after, or give any help or support to family 
members, friends, neighbours or others because of: 
 long-term physical or mental ill-health or disability, 

or 
 problems related to old age? 

 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
No 88.9% 
Yes, 1 – 19 hours a week 6.6% 
Yes, 20 – 49 hours a week 1.7% 
Yes, 50+ hours a week 2.8% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet.  
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 14  
Modify 7  
Remove 0  
No View* 29  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Of the 21 respondents who expressed a view on this question, 14 felt it should be kept in its present 
format and the remaining 7 asked felt it should be modified.  Suggestions for modification included 
asking a supplementary question as to whether this person is the main carer, incorporating child care as 
a further category, ascertaining the reasons for care and reflecting caring needs for family members.   

Further suggestions were to define how long ‘long-term’ is, split the categories further, in particular ‘1-19’ 
and ‘20-49’, examine whether the carer requires transport to carry out their caring duties and improve the 
data for certain groups of children such as children from ethnic minorities. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 13  

Planning Services 5  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 11  Electoral Ward 10  

Equality Monitoring 6  Census Output Area 7  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 10  Settlement (Town/Village) 7  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 6  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 10   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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13 Do you have any long-term illness, health 
problem or disability which limits your daily 
activities or the work you can do? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Yes 20.4% 
No 79.6% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet.  
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 19  
Modify 4  
Remove 0  
No View* 27  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Almost half of the total respondents expressed a view on this question and whilst the majority of them 
stated their preference to keep the question in its present format, 4 respondents felt it should be 
modified.  This time, however, 2 respondents who selected keep, also commented.  They suggested 
including a question on work-limiting disability, as per the Labour Force Survey, but keeping this 
separate from health.  They recommended relating the question to the Disability Discrimination Act 
(1995), for example, asking if the person has a disability as defined by this Act and including a definition 
of the Act below. 

Further suggestions for modification included asking about the nature of the limiting long-term illness or 
disability, using mobility aids as they may be a useful and more objectively measured criteria, and 
gathering more detailed information on disability, in accordance with the outcomes of the current 
research being undertaken for PSI purposes.  A final suggestion was to combine this question with 
question 12 in order to gather the same information. 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 9  Northern Ireland 15  

Planning Services 8  District Council 14  

Informing Policy 13  Electoral Ward 15  

Equality Monitoring 11  Census Output Area 10  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 15  Settlement (Town/Village) 9  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 9  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 10   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 

 



 
 

 
 
  

36

TOPIC GROUP:  Labour Market 
 
 
Overview  
 

According to responses, Labour Market statistics are relevant for all the uses specified in this paper.  As well as 

the listed geographical levels, respondents also require this data at Local Health and Social Care Groups and GP 

Practice levels. 

Overall within the Labour Market Topic Group, it was felt that the 16-74 age grouping was too restrictive, 

particularly given the trend to live longer, and if question18 was made more comprehensive, there may be scope 

to eliminate some of the other Labour Market questions. 

It was also suggested that more use could be made of Jobs and Benefit Office data, and that more data should be 

collected on, for example, year last worked, combined economically active categories, hours worked across all 

jobs, and how the hours worked compared to contracted hours.
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17 Last week, were you doing any work: 

 as an employee, or on a Government 
sponsored training scheme, 
 as self-employed/freelance, or 
 in your own/family business (including 

shop or farm)? 
 
[P
 

opulation base: All persons aged 16 to 74] 

Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on economic activity. 
 
 

ISRA current proposed status is N no view as yet. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 12  
Modify 4  
Remove 0  
No View* 34  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Out of the 16 respondents who expressed a view on this question, only 4 felt that the question should be 
modify.  Suggestions included giving people the option to select a combination of economic activities as 
this is becoming increasingly common, to have an option for distinguishing between farm and non-farm 
households, to split employee and government training schemes as they are not the same and to include 
voluntary work in the classification.  It was also felt that using the 16-74 age grouping may be too 
restrictive given the trend to live longer. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 11  

Planning Services 7  District Council 10  

Informing Policy 8  Electoral Ward 11  

Equality Monitoring 7  Census Output Area 5  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 8  Settlement (Town/Village) 5  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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18 Were you actively looking for any kind of paid work 
during the last 4 weeks?  
 
[Population base: All persons aged 16 to 74 who were not working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on ‘economic activity’, specifically 
the ILO definition of ‘unemployment’. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 12  
Modify 2  
Remove 0  
No View* 36  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

12 respondents out of 14 stated a preference for keeping this question in its present format.  One 
suggestion for modification was to use household economic activity types as per the NI House Condition 
Survey, which includes retired, student at home, full-time employed etc.  Once again it was highlighted 
that the age groupings may be restrictive considering the population trend to live longer. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 9  

Planning Services 5  District Council 8  

Informing Policy 6  Electoral Ward 8  

Equality Monitoring 6  Census Output Area 4  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 3  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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19 If a job had been available last week, could you have 
started it within 2 weeks?  
 
[Population base: All persons aged 16 to 74 who were not working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on 
economic activity, specifically the ILO definition of ‘unemployment’. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 7  
Modify 2  
Remove 4  
No View* 37  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

13 out of the 50 respondents offered a view on this question, of which 7 were content to keep the 
question as it is.  One proposal for modification proposed that the question ask for reasons if the person 
answers ‘no’ as this may be a means of collecting data on work limiting disability, discouraged workers 
etc.  The second respondent who felt the question should be modified was questioning whether a 
distinction was made between ‘could’ and ‘would’.  They feel that hypothetical questions are unsafe. 

4 respondents felt the question could be removed altogether, either because they did not see the 
relevance of the data, or they felt the data could be gathered more efficiently through other means.  For 
example, it was suggested that if question 18 was more comprehensive, it would negate the need for this 
question.  It was also proposed that more use could be made of jobs and benefit office data, as there is a 
possibility if someone is unwilling to declare work interests to such offices, they will also be unwilling to 
include on their census form. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 5  

Planning Services 3  District Council 4  

Informing Policy 4  Electoral Ward 4  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 3  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 4  Settlement (Town/Village) 2  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 4   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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20 Last week, were you waiting to start a job already 
obtained?  
 
[Population base: All persons aged 16 to 74 who were not working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on economic activity. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 9  
Modify 1  
Remove 2  
No View 38  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

12 respondents put forward a view on question 20, with one wishing to modify and 2 opting to remove it.  
Similar to question 19 it was suggested that more use could possibly be made of jobs and benefit office 
data.  If someone is unwilling to declare work interests to such offices, it is unlikely that they will be 
truthful on their census form.  It was felt that this question could be removed if question 18 was made 
more comprehensive. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 6  

Planning Services 3  District Council 5  

Informing Policy 4  Electoral Ward 5  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 3  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 4  Settlement (Town/Village) 2  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 6   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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21 Last week, were you any of the following?  
 
[Population base: All persons aged 16 to 74 who were not working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on 
economic activity. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 12  
Modify 1  
Remove 1  
No View 36  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

From the 14 respondents who expressed a view on this question, only one chose to modify, and one to 
remove.  It was suggested that it would be useful if people could select a combination of economic 
activities, as this is becoming increasingly common.  Once again, one respondent felt that if question 18 
was made more comprehensive there would be no need for this question and as such it could be 
removed. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 9  

Planning Services 5  District Council 8  

Informing Policy 5  Electoral Ward 8  

Equality Monitoring 6  Census Output Area 5  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 6  Settlement (Town/Village) 5  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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22 Have you ever worked?  
 
[Population base: All persons aged 16 to 74 who were not working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on 
economic activity. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 13  
Modify 1  
Remove 0  
No View* 36  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

13 respondents requested that this question be kept in its present format, whilst one respondent felt that 
there was a need to include both month and year the respondent last work so that long-term 
unemployment (>1 year) could be more accurately identified. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 9  

Planning Services 4  District Council 8  

Informing Policy 5  Electoral Ward 8  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 5  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 8  Settlement (Town/Village) 4  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 6   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels, which applied to them. 
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24 Do (did) you work as an employee or are (were) you 
self employed?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working the week before the 
Census or who have ever worked] 
 
Employee 85.2% 
Self-employed with employees 6.3% 
Self-employed/freelance without employees 8.6% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

 
   

Keep in present format 12  
Modify 1  
Remove 1  
No View* 36  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

From 14 responses submitted for this question, only one was to modify and one to remove.  The only 
modification that was recommended was to clarify that this question refers to current or last job.  Once 
again a more comprehensive question 18 would allow this question to be eliminated. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 8  

Planning Services 6  District Council 7  

Informing Policy 5  Electoral Ward 7  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 4  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 5  Settlement (Town/Village) 5  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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25 How many people work (worked) for your employer at 
the place where you work (worked)?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working the week before the 
Census or who have ever worked] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on 
occupation. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 10  
Modify 1  
Remove 0  
No View* 39  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

10 respondents expressed the view that this question be kept as it is for 2011, whilst one respondent felt 
that it needed modified as it was slightly unclear as to what scale is being referred to, for example, office, 
building, estate. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 7  

Planning Services 6  District Council 6  

Informing Policy 5  Electoral Ward 6  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 3  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 3  Settlement (Town/Village) 4  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 5   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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26 What is (was) the full title of your main 
job?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working 
the week before the Census or who have ever worked] 
 
See question 27 for details. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 12  
Modify 0  
Remove 0  
No View* 38  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

All 12 respondents who expressed a view on this question, were in agreement that it should be kept in its 
existing format for the next Census. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 8  

Planning Services 4  District Council 7  

Informing Policy 4  Electoral Ward 7  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 4  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 4  Settlement (Town/Village) 4  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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27 Describe what you do (did) in your main job.  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were 
working the week before the Census or who have ever 
worked] 
 
Please note that question 26 and question 27 required ‘write in’ answers and presented a text box for 
completion.  Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on occupation. 
 
Managers and senior officials 10.6% 
Professional occupations 10.6% 
Associate professional and technical occupations 12.5% 
Administrative and secretarial occupations 14.6% 
Skilled trades occupations 15.6% 
Personal service occupations 6.7% 
Sales and customer service occupations 7.3% 
Process, plant and machine operatives 10.4% 
Elementary occupations 11.8% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 13  
Modify 2  
Remove 0  
No View* 35  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

13 of the 15 responses received to this question highlighted a preference for keeping it in its present 
format.  There were 2 ideas for improvement put forward, both of which called for clearer definition of 
elementary occupation and more simplified categories, which make jobs easier to fit. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 10  

Planning Services 7  District Council 9  

Informing Policy 7  Electoral Ward 8  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 6  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 7  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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28 Do (did) you supervise any other 
employees?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working the week before the 
Census or who have ever worked] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on occupation. 
 

 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 10  
Modify 0  
Remove 1  
No View* 39  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

10 out of the 11 respondents who expressed a view on question 28 selected keep in present format.  No 
respondents requested it be modified, whilst only one asked for it to be removed. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 7  

Planning Services 3  District Council 6  

Informing Policy 4  Electoral Ward 4  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 4  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 4  Settlement (Town/Village) 2  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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29 What is (was) the business of your 
employer at the place where you work 
(worked)?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working 
the week before the Census or who have ever worked] 
 
Please note that question 29 required a ‘write in’ answer and presented a text box for completion.  
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on occupation. 
 
 
Agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing 3.0% 
Manufacturing 14.2%  
Electricity, gas and water supply 0.7% 
Mining & quarrying and construction 9.4% 
Wholesale & retail trade, repair of motor vehicles 16.7% 
Hotels and catering 4.5% 
Transport, storage and communications 5.4% 
Financial intermediation 3.0% 
Real estate, renting and business activities 7.8% 
Public Administration and defence 9.3% 
Education 8.8% 
Health and social work 12.7% 
Other 4.4% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 15  
Modify 2  
Remove 0  
No View* 33  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

17 respondents expressed an opinion on this question, 15 of whom would like to see it kept in the present 
format.  Of the 2 respondents who felt it should be modified, one wished to see a category included for 
tourism and hospitality, whilst the other requested that a category be included for the voluntary and 
community sector in NI.  
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Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 8  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 8  Electoral Ward 8  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 6  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 8  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 11   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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31 What is the full name of the organisation 
you work for in your main job?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working 
the week before the Census] 
 
Please note that question 31 required a ‘write in’ answer or a ‘tick as appropriate’, and presented a text 
box and two tick boxes for completion.  Responses to this question were used to assist with the coding 
of occupation and industry. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 10  
Modify 0  
Remove 0  
No View* 40  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

All 10 respondents who expressed a view on this question requested that it be kept in its present format. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 6  

Planning Services 3  District Council 5  

Informing Policy 4  Electoral Ward 4  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 3  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 4  Settlement (Town/Village) 2  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 5   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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34 How many hours a week do you usually work in your main job?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Please note that question 34 required a ‘write in’ answer and was presented 
with a text box for completion.  Results were presented in bands such as 
those below. 
 
 
1 to 5 hours a week 0.8% 
6 to 15 hours a week 5.5% 
16 to 30 hours a week 16.0% 
31 to 37 hours a week 19.7% 
38 to 48 hours a week 45.1% 
49 or more hours a week 12.9% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 16  
Modify 2  
Remove 0  
No View* 32  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Only 2 respondents out of the 18 who expressed a view on this question, asked for it to be modified.  One 
respondent felt that this question posed a problem for those people who had more than one job.  They 
felt that there is a need to ask about total hours worked in all jobs.  The second respondents identified a 
need to distinguish between contracted hours and hours actually worked. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 7  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 7  Electoral Ward 10  

Equality Monitoring 6  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 5  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 9   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Migration 
 
 
Overview  

Usual Address One Year Ago data was used for all the options presented as well as measuring immigration 

between areas.  Similarly, it was used for all the geographical levels specified plus Local Health and Social Care 

Groups, GP Practices and Health Trusts. 

Most respondents opted to modify the question as proposed by NISRA, and, generally provided suggestions on 

the most constructive questions to ask in order to gain more information.
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14 What was your usual address one year ago?  
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
The address shown on the front of the form 90.7% 
No usual address one year ago 0.6% 
Elsewhere 8.7% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is modify (to gain more information on 
migration). 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 5  
Modify 14  
Remove 0  
No View* 31  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

19 out of the 50 respondents expressed a view on this question, however only 5 felt it should be kept in 
the present format.  The other 14 respondents were keen to see the question modified, 8 of them in 
agreement with NISRA’s proposal to gain more information on migration.  Further suggestions for change 
included rewording the question so it read ‘what was the address of your main residence one year ago?’, 
identifying migrant workers possibly by asking expected time period of current stay, and length of time 
individuals have been resident in their current location. 

It has been suggested that the categories should be extended by area, for example migration within 
Northern Ireland and migration from outside Northern Ireland, specifying exact country.  One respondent 
proposed that this question should be asked for 5 and 10 years ago. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 11  

Planning Services 7  District Council 10  

Informing Policy 9  Electoral Ward 11  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 7  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 1   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 Needed for immigration between areas 

 
 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels, which applied to them. 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Population Definitions and Bases 
 
 
Overview  

Within the Population Definitions and Bases Topic Group, the data was exploited for all the uses and 

geographical levels detailed.  Additional uses included influx of population, whilst further geographical levels were 

Education and Library Board, Local Health and Social Care Groups, GP Practices and Health Trusts. 

Only 2 main issues were raised within this section, namely, the definition of full-time education and the preference 

for data on ‘normal home address’.
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5 Are you a schoolchild or student in full-time education? 
 
[Population base: All persons] 
 
Yes 23.8% 
No 76.2% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 19  
Modify 2  
Remove 0  
No View* 29  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

From the 21 respondents who indicated a view on this question, 19 proposed that it be kept in its present 
format and 2 requested it be modified.  It was felt that there was an issue about what was meant by full-
time education as many students only attend university for 2 or 3 days a week, therefore it would be 
better to ask for number of days per week engaged in education. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 8  Northern Ireland 14  

Planning Services 8  District Council 13  

Informing Policy 12  Electoral Ward 14  

Equality Monitoring 12  Census Output Area 9  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 11  Settlement (Town/Village) 9  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 9  Other (please specify) 3  

Research/Education 12   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Education and Library Board 
 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 

GP practice 

 Health Trust 
 

 

 
 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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6 Do you live at the address shown on the front of this 
form during the school, college or university term? 
 
[Population base: All schoolchildren or students in full-time education] 
 
Responses to this question were used in the derivation of information on the 
term-time address of students. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 20  
Modify 1  
Remove 0  
No View* 29  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

20 respondents requested that this question be kept in its present format, whilst one respondent felt it 
required modification.  This respondent would prefer to have data on normal home address as this would 
enable estimation of the total Northern Ireland student population by religion, sex, social class etc. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level* 
Allocating Resources 7  Northern Ireland 13  

Planning Services 8  District Council 13  

Informing Policy 9  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 7  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 7  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 6  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 10   

Other (please specify) 1   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 

 

 Influx of population 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Qualifications 
 
 
Overview  

The Qualifications data has been used for all the options given and is required at all the geographical levels plus 

Local Health and Social Care Groups, GP Practices and Health Trusts. 

While the strength of feeling was that the qualifications question should remain in its present format, around one 

quarter of those who responded to this question felt it should be modified in line with the future structure of 

educational qualifications.  Other suggestions included extending the available categories to cater for greater 

diversity as a result of continuing migration and adapting categories which align with those in the Labour Force 

Survey.
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16 Which of these qualifications do you have? 
 
[Population base: All persons aged 16 to 74] 
 
No qualifications 41.6% 
Level 1 17.2% 
Level 2 16.4% 
Level 3 9.0% 
Level 4 10.9% 
Level 5 4.9% 
 
For more information on definitions see the Census glossary.1

 
NISRA current proposed status is retain similar question (taking account of the future structure of educational 
qualifications). 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 17  
Modify 5  
Remove 0  
No View* 28  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Out of the 50 respondents, 17 stated a preference to keep this question in its current format, whilst 5 
selected the modification option.  Suggestions for modification include agreeing with NISRA’s 
recommendation of taking the future structure of educational qualifications into account and extending 
categories further as continuing migration will mean many of the existing options will not be applicable.  
One respondent felt that Census data should be more comparable with the Labour Force Survey and an 
option should be included for ‘none of the above’, as they felt that certain individuals were being 
classified under ‘no qualifications’ since their qualifications were not listed. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 10  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 9  Electoral Ward 11  

Equality Monitoring 8  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 10  Settlement (Town/Village) 9  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 8  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 9   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 

                                                 
1 http://www.nisra.gov.uk/census/metadata/glossary.html 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Travel to Work / Place of Study 
 
 
Overview  

Travel to Work data is widely used at all geographical levels.  Most respondents who expressed a view on these 

questions opted to keep them in their present format.  However, there were proposals to include a category for 

teleworking and to collect data on place of study and accessibility of transport.
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32 What is the address of the place where you 
work in your main job?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working the week 
before the Census or who have ever worked] 
 
Please note that question 32 required a ‘write in’ answer or a ‘tick as appropriate’.  Responses to this 
question were used primarily for the derivation of travel to work statistics. 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 11  
Modify 1  
Remove 1  
No View* 37  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

37 out of the 50 respondents had no view on this question.  Of the 13 who did, 11 selected the option to 
keep in present format, whilst one chose to modify and the other opted to remove. The suggestion to 
modify the question centred on the incorporation of teleworking whereas the suggestion to remove the 
question was based on the fact that information of this nature could be obtained elsewhere. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 6  

Planning Services 5  District Council 6  

Informing Policy 4  Electoral Ward 6  

Equality Monitoring 4  Census Output Area 3  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 5  Settlement (Town/Village) 3  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 4   

Other (please specify) 1   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 Travel to work statistics 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them.
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33 How do you usually travel to work?  
 
[Population base:  All persons aged 16 to 74 who were working the week before the 
Census] 
 
Work mainly at or from home 8.8% 
Train 0.9% 
Bus, minibus or coach (public or private) 6.0% 
Motor cycle, scooter or moped 0.8% 
Driving car or van 55.9% 
Car or van pool, sharing driving 5.7% 
Passenger in a car or van 9.0% 
Taxi 1.6% 
Bicycle 0.9% 
On foot 9.7% 
Other 0.8% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format (consideration will 
be given to extending this question to include travel to place of study). 
 
 
 

  Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 16  
Modify 3  
Remove 0  
No View* 31  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Of the 19 views on this question, 16 recommended keeping it in the present format.  The 3 suggestions 
for modification were to include travel to place of study, an option for teleworking and categories for 
accessibility of transport, for example, door to door transport, community transport, taxi and other form 
of accessible transport.  It was also proposed that a further question be asked about whether the 
individual has access to public transport to travel to work. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 10  

Planning Services 9  District Council 10  

Informing Policy 7  Electoral Ward 9  

Equality Monitoring 7  Census Output Area 5  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 7  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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TOPIC GROUP:  Households 
 
 
Overview  

The data from all the household questions was used for each of the purposes detailed.  The majority of questions 

were, not only used at all the specified geographical levels, but also at the level of Local Health and Social Care 

Groups, GP Practices and Health Trusts. 

Most respondents were in agreement with NISRA that the self-contained question should be removed.  All 

respondents who expressed a view, indicated a preference to keep the number of rooms question and the 

question regarding whether all rooms are on more than one floor in their present format. 

General interest was shown in seeing data on second homes, Houses in Multiple Occupancy (HMO) and 

accessibility for the disabled. 

It was felt that the Bath / Shower and Toilet question was of little value due to small numbers of households 

without access to a bath / shower and toilet.  Other suggestions included securing more details on the fuel used in 

households and combining questions H9 and H10 (Tenure) in order to leave room for an additional question.
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H1  What type of accommodation does your household occupy?   
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Detached house or bungalow 36.5% 
Semi-detached house or bungalow 27.3% 
Terraced (including end-terrace) house or bungalow 27.4% 
Purpose-built block of flats or tenements 7.2% 
Part of a converted or shared house (includes bed-sits) 1.0% 
In a commercial building 0.3% 
Caravan or other mobile or temporary structure 0.3% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 18  
Modify 3  
Remove 0  
No View* 29  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

21 respondents expressed a view on this question, with 18 requesting it be kept in its present format.  3 
respondents proposed modifying the question.  One suggested including a clearer definition of a 
bungalow, another suggested splitting the caravan or other mobile structure into temporary and 
permanent and the third felt the question should be reworded to read ‘what type of accommodation does 
your household ‘usually’ occupy (your main residence)’?  This respondent felt the existing question 
implied that people reside in only one property and by including the term ‘usually’ it was acknowledging 
the existence of, and setting the scene for the inclusion of a question on second homes. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 15  

Planning Services 10  District Council 15  

Informing Policy 9  Electoral Ward 15  

Equality Monitoring 10  Census Output Area 10  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 15  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 6  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 11   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H2 Is your household’s accommodation self-contained? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Yes, all the rooms are behind a door that only our household  
can use 99.2% 
No 0.8% 
 
  
NISRA current proposed status is remove (due to the small percentage of 
households who answered ‘no’). 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 5  
Modify 1  
Remove 14  
No View* 30  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

Out of the 20 respondents who expressed a view on this question, 5 selected to keep it in present format, 
one opted to modify, whilst 14 agreed with NISRA’s proposal for removal.  The one suggestion for 
modification was to include a greater explanation of a household, giving examples.  For those who felt 
the question should be removed, all were in agreement that this question held little value since the 
percentage of those answering ‘no’ was so small.  Some respondents felt this space could be better 
utilised for a more useful question. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 2  Northern Ireland 5  

Planning Services 2  District Council 4  

Informing Policy 3  Electoral Ward 4  

Equality Monitoring 2  Census Output Area 2  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 2  Settlement (Town/Village) 1  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 0  Other (please specify) 0  

Research/Education 3   

Other (please specify) 0   

  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H3 How many rooms do you have for use only by your 
household? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
1 room 0.4% 
2 rooms 1.7% 
3 rooms 5.7% 
4 rooms 13.3% 
5 rooms 31.7% 
6 rooms 21.7% 
7 rooms 10.8% 
8 or more rooms 14.7% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 19  
Modify 0  
Remove 0  
No View* 31  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

All 19 respondents who had a view on this question agreed that it should be kept in its present format. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 13  

Planning Services 7  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 8  Electoral Ward 12  

Equality Monitoring 6  Census Output Area 7  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 11  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 11   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H4 Do you have a bath/shower and toilet for use only by 
your household? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Yes 99.3% 
No 0.7% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet. 
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 9  
Modify 2  
Remove 6  
No View* 33  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

9 respondents felt this question should be kept in its current format, 2 felt it should be modified and 6 felt 
it should be removed altogether.  The 2 suggestions to modify included asking if the bathroom is 
accessible to a person with a disability, in particular a wheelchair user, and giving a further explanation in 
relation to household, mainly for the purposes of HMO’s.  Of those who proposed removing the question, 
the majority felt the data was of little value since the percentage of persons who answered ‘no’ was so 
small.  It was also put forward that direct assumptions could be made by the number of private rooms 
and the type of house.  Once again it was felt that this space could be better utilised for a more beneficial 
question. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 9  

Planning Services 5  District Council 8  

Informing Policy 5  Electoral Ward 7  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 5  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 8  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 3  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 5   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H5 What is the lowest floor level of your household’s 
living accommodation? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Basement or semi-basement 0.8% 
Ground level (street level) 93.8% 
1st/2nd/3rd or 4th floor 5.2% 
5th floor or higher 0.2% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format.  
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 13  
Modify 1  
Remove 2  
No View* 34  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

There were 16 views submitted for this question, with 13 of them specifying a preference for it to be kept 
in its present format.  One respondent recommended that the question be extended to ask if the 
bathroom is accessible to a person with a disability, in particular, a wheelchair user.  2 respondents felt 
that this question held little value as most of the households were at ground level and those living in flats 
can be established from question H1. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 3  Northern Ireland 9  

Planning Services 6  District Council 8  

Informing Policy 6  Electoral Ward 8  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 6  Settlement (Town/Village) 5  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 3  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 0   

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust   

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H6 Are the rooms used by your household located on 
more than one floor? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Yes 68.7% 
No 31.3% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format.  
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 14  
Modify 0  
Remove 0  
No View* 36  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

All 14 respondents who expressed a view on this question, would like to see it unaltered in the 2011 
Census. 

 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 10  

Planning Services 7  District Council 9  

Informing Policy 7  Electoral Ward 9  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 6  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
  

69

H7 Does your accommodation have central heating?  
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Yes, in some or all rooms 95.1% 
No 4.9% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is no view as yet.  
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 9  
Modify 4  
Remove 0  
No View* 37  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

13 respondents showed an interest in this question, with 9 wishing it to remain in its present format and 4 
preferring it to be modified.  Suggestions for modification included using the question to collect data on 
persons living in fuel poverty and collecting more information on the type of fuel used, the amount spent 
and the system used, for example, solid fuel, open fire etc.  A further proposal was to distinguish between 
‘some rooms’ and ‘all rooms’.   
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 11  

Planning Services 5  District Council 10  

Informing Policy 6  Electoral Ward 10  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 6  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 9  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 3  

Research/Education 7   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H8 How many cars or vans are owned, or available for 
use, by one or more members of your household? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
None 26.3% 
One 44.5% 
Two 23.6% 
Three 4.3% 
Four or more 1.4% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format.  
 
 
 
Respondents Views On This Question 

   
Keep in present format 18  
Modify 1  
Remove 0  
No View* 31  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

18 respondents felt this question should be kept as it is for the 2011 Census, while one respondent felt 
that it could be improved by capturing the age of the cars as the age of cars indicate affluence rather than 
the number of cars. 
 
 
 
Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 5  Northern Ireland 12  

Planning Services 7  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 7  Electoral Ward 14  

Equality Monitoring 7  Census Output Area 8  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 9  Settlement (Town/Village) 6  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 4  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 8   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 

 
* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H9 Does your household own or rent the 
accommodation? 
 
[Population base: All households] 
 
Owns outright 29.4% 
Owns with a mortgage or loan 39.4% 
Pays part rent and part mortgage (shared ownership) 0.8% 
Rents 30.4% 
Lives here rent free N/A 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is modify (due to user confusion over the ‘lives 
here rent free’ category).  
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 12  
Modify 9  
Remove 1  
No View* 28  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

22 out of the 50 respondents offered a view on this question.  12 thought it should be kept in its present 
format, 9 wanted to see it modified, whilst only one felt it should be removed.  The one respondent who 
felt it could be removed suggested combining it with question H10.  This was also suggested by one of 
the respondents who felt the question should be modified. 

5 respondents agreed  with NISRA’s proposal for modifying the question to alleviate confusion over ‘lives 
here rent free’.  One respondent felt the question could be improved if, after ‘owns outright’, ‘owns with a 
mortgage’ and ‘pays part rent and part mortgage’, an instruction was inserted to skip to a new question 
regarding ownership of a second home.  Then, after ‘rents’, insert instructions to skip to a new question 
regarding living in HMO accommodation.  A further respondent felt that this question did not cover 
options such as living with relatives – granny flats etc. 

 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 6  Northern Ireland 14  

Planning Services 7  District Council 12  

Informing Policy 10  Electoral Ward 14  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 9  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 10  Settlement (Town/Village) 8  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 1  

Research/Education 12   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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H10 Who is your landlord? 
 
[Population base: All households who rent their accommodation] 
 
Responses to this question were used to derive information on tenure. 
 
 
Owns outright   29.4% 
Owes with a mortgage or loan   39.4% 
Shared ownership     0.8% 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive 18.6% 
Housing Association, Housing co-operative or charitable trust 2.6% 
Private landlord or letting agency 6.7% 
Other 2.5% 
 
 
NISRA current proposed status is keep in present format. 
 
 
 

Respondents Views On This Question 
   
Keep in present format 19  
Modify 1  
Remove 0  
No View* 30  

 
* Please note that those respondents who left this question blank were included in the ‘no view’ category.   
 
 
 

Summary Of Comments Provided By Respondents 
 

From the 20 respondents who expressed their view on this question, 19 felt it could be kept in its present 
format, with only one respondent requesting it be modified.  The suggestion to modify the question 
centred on amalgamating it with question 9 and including the option of living with relatives, for example, 
in Granny flats. 
 
 
 

Respondent Usage And Geographical Requirements 
 
 

Use*   Geographical Level*
Allocating Resources 4  Northern Ireland 13  

Planning Services 6  District Council 11  

Informing Policy 8  Electoral Ward 13  

Equality Monitoring 5  Census Output Area 7  

Targeting Disadvantaged Areas/ Groups 9  Settlement (Town/Village) 7  

Benchmarking Other Statistics 5  Other (please specify) 2  

Research/Education 10   

Other (please specify) 0   

 

 Local Health & Social Care Groups, 
GP practice 

 Health Trust  

 

 
 

* Please note that respondents were asked to indicate all uses and geographical levels which applied to them. 
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NEW QUESTIONS 
 
Respondents were asked to detail any questions they would like to be included in the 2011 Census form.  They 
were then given the opportunity to select any questions they would omit in order to make way for new questions. 
 
 
Proposed new questions 
 

Demography 

Within the topic of Demography, there were 4 recommendations for new questions.  3 respondents proposed the 

inclusion of a question on sexual orientation, whilst the other respondent suggested including the question ‘do you 

have wider family connections within close proximity to where you currently live? 

Ethnicity, Identity, Language And Religion 

There were a number of proposals for new questions within the Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion 

category.  With regards to Ethnicity, one respondent highlighted their concern over the lack of general statistics on 

the Traveller Community, and expressed the need for more data to be collected in this area. 

In line with Ethnicity, it was felt that a question on nationality or citizenship should be included which would give a 

much clearer picture of individuals’ ethnicity and identity.  It was also felt that a nationality question would offer an 

opportunity for respondents to give their own perception of what nationality they are, as opposed to just assessing 

their country of birth.  In total, 3 respondents requested that a question be included on each individual’s 

nationality. 

With regards to language, there were a variety of suggestions for questions to gather more information.  One 

respondent felt that there should be a question to establish the number of people who are familiar with sign 

language, either NISL or ISL.  Another respondent would like more detail on individuals ability to use spoken 

English, whilst a further respondent would like more data on Irish language, such as is it the main language of the 

home and how often is it spoken?  It was also proposed that the Irish language question be extended to consider 

other languages, which, by establishing the principle language of the household, would prove useful in terms of 

migration.  Ulster Scots was among the languages suggested. 

Another area, which certain respondents felt should be included in the 2011 Census, was that of political opinion.  

One respondent felt that this should be included for the purposes of equality monitoring whilst another respondent 

felt that there was potential to determine the realistic prospects of a ‘yes/no’ vote in the referendum on Irish Unity. 

Health 

There were 7 different suggestions for new questions, which fell under the category of health.  The first 

suggestion was to include a question asking what affect a respondent’s disability has on their day-to-day 

activities.  This respondent felt that it was essential to keep a separate question for health issues alone to ensure 

that there is a distinction made between health and disability. 

Another proposed new question was to investigate long-term conditions by giving respondents a list of chronic, 

but not disabling, conditions to choose from, for example diabetes, respiratory disease.   
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One respondent felt that it would be beneficial to give consideration to including the same health questions as in 

the Republic of Ireland Census.  This would form a strong base for comparative health status data between 

Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

Representatives of the Pharmacy industry expressed the desire to see a question gathering information on 

prescribed medicines, medicines bought from a pharmacy, bought from a non-pharmacy and provided by a friend 

or relative. 

Another respondent expressed an interest in an additional question concerning work related injuries and illnesses, 

suggesting that the questions developed for the Labour Force Survey and the Continuous Household Survey 

would be a good starting point. 

2 respondents were interested in seeing a new question to gather information on children with disabilities and the 

health of children. 

Households 

Once again, there were a variety of proposals for new questions within this topic group.  4 respondents expressed 

an interest in a question being included on second homes.  Not only would they like to know if a second home 

exists, but also where it is, what type of accommodation it is and the ownership details, for example, rental, 

mortgage etc.  Another prevalent issue was that of Houses in Multiple Occupancy (HMO’s).  3 respondents felt 

that a question surrounding this issue should be inserted to analyse their impact on local residents 

One respondent suggested that an additional question be asked regarding whether the bathroom and lowest floor 

of the household is accessible to people with disabilities, whilst another requested that a question asking whether 

the household is connected to a sewer be included, as was the case in the 1991 Census. 

Interest was also expressed in the inclusion of a question on the tenure of individuals’ previous accommodation, 

and another idea was to investigate the number of children within families who are homeless, detailing the 

reasons for homelessness amongst young people. 

Income 

There were several proposals for new questions within the category of income.  The main reason proposed for 

including a question on household income is to provide general information on poverty in Northern Ireland and, 

more specifically, child poverty and fuel poverty.  Such information would also be useful in terms of measuring the 

affordability of dwellings, which, in turn, could be used for a range of deprivation and Targeting Social Need 

issues. 

Labour Market 

There were 3 proposed new questions relating to the labour market in Northern Ireland.  The first was a request 

for the inclusion of a question on volunteering as respondents felt it was important to gather information on unpaid 

work as well as paid work.  They also would like to know how many hours a week/month are spent in community 

or voluntary activity and the actual voluntary activity they take part in.  Another suggestion was to create a 
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question in relation to rural experience, and where possible, access to services.  The third proposal was to include 

extra questions in relation to economic activity.  More specifically, if a person states they are inactive, whether 

they want or don’t want to work and if they intend to return to the labour market at some point in the future. 

Qualifications 

With regards to census questions on qualifications, one respondent would like to see the return of the question, 

which appeared in an earlier census asking about the subject of degree or higher study.  Another respondent felt 

that an additional question should be included which reflects the statistical information, which will potentially 

emerge from the new admissions procedures for post-primary education. 

Travel To Work / Place Of Study 

There was a wide range of proposed new questions relating to the topic group of travel to work or place of study.  

One respondent would like a sub question asking if respondents have access to accessible transport to travel to 

work, whilst other suggestions were what time individuals usually leave home to go to work, school or college, 

what distance the journey is from home to work, school or college and how long the journey usually takes.  On a 

similar note, a suggestion was made to ask if the individual dropped someone off at school before going on to 

work and if so, where was the school or drop-off point.  

It was proposed that if an individual is a full-time student, they should be asked the exact address of their 

school/college.  One respondent recommended including questions asking how often the individual travels to 

another district council within Northern Ireland, which area they visit most often and for what reason they visit 

these areas, for example work, study, shopping, visiting relatives or friends. 

Miscellaneous 

There were many suggestions for new questions, which did not fall into any of the existing topic groups.  This 

varied from respondents who felt data should be collected on policing and criminal justice, for example, reported 

offences against 16 year olds and prosecution data for adults proceeded against and convicted for offences 

against children, to statistics on child refugees and unaccompanied minors in Northern Ireland. 

Respondents were keen to see more information specifically relating to children, such as the number of children 

affected by domestic violence, children who have been sexually exploited and the extent of substance misuse 

amongst young people. 
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Questions which respondents were prepared to omit in order that proposed new questions 
may be accommodated. 
 

Ethnicity, Identity, Language And Religion 

Within this category 2 respondents were prepared to omit the Irish language question and one was prepared to 

exclude the religion question. 

Health 

One respondent felt that question 11 (over the last twelve months would you say your health has on the whole 

been good, fairly good or not good?) could be removed.  

Households 

There were numerous household questions which respondents felt could be removed from the 2011 Census 

form.  These included the following: 

H2 - 'Is your households accommodation self-contained?   

H4 - 'Do you have a bath/shower and toilet for use only by your household? 

H5 – What is the lowest floor level of your household’s living accommodation? 

H6 – Are the rooms used by your household located on more than one floor? 

H7 – Does your accommodation have central heating? 

Labour Market 

One respondent felt that the questions on working hours, name of employer, etc were not very useful and they 

were unsure as to why they would be required.  Another respondent opted to remove Q28: Do (did) you supervise 

any other employees.  Other labour market questions which respondents felt could be omitted included: 

18 – Were you actively looking for any kind of paid work during the last 4 weeks? 

19 – If a job had been available last week, could you have started it within 2 weeks? 

20 – Last week, were you waiting to start a job already obtained? 

21 – Last week, were you any of the following? 

24 – Do (did) you work as an employee or are (were) you self employed? 

25 – How many people work (worked) for your employer at the place where you work (worked)? 

26 – What is (was) the full title of your main job? 
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27 – Describe what you do (did) in your main job. 

28 – Do (did) you supervise any other employees? 

29 – What is (was) the business of your employer at the place where you work (worked)? 

31 – What is the full name of the organisation you work for in your main job? 

Migration 

There was only one respondent who felt the migration question should be removed. 

Travel To Work / Place Of Study  

One respondent felt the question “How do you usually travel to work?” could be omitted. 
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ANY OTHER COMMENTS 
 
Section 7 of the accompanying information paper (click here for report), describes some of the issues around the 
2001 Census and gives a broad indication of NISRAs’ plans for 2011. 
 
Users provided comments on the issues raised in section 7 of the information paper, or indeed any other issues 
that had not already been raised. 
 

Just over one third of all respondents had other comments to make, whether it was on section 7 of the information 

paper, or other issues they wished to raise in general. 

In relation to the Information Paper, one respondent highlighted their agreement with NISRA regarding the cost 

associated with the modes in Northern Ireland as detailed.  This respondent felt that an on-going consultation with 

both existing and new users should partly focus on the output production process, as this would allow for the 

release of the data, which is most in demand, earlier.  They also had a problem with the age grouping “10-14” as 

it covers both primary and secondary level ages.  Similarly, the “18-19” age grouping covers students and non-

students.  A further respondent noted the need for consistency to enable comparisons to be made with existing 

and historic datasets. 

One respondent indicated that Section 75 categories must be adequately captured, migrant workers and asylum 

seekers should be identified and the data should be consistent with the most up-to-date deprivation indicators.  

The geographical areas should also be consistent with the outcome of the Review of Public Administration and 

previously used Local Government and Health and Social Care Board boundaries. 

The view was also expressed that the Census process needs to be fully inclusive, and could be enhanced by 

creating the census forms and supporting materials in accessible formats.  The importance of highlighting exactly 

what assistance is available to all those people with disabilities was also emphasised. 

One of the respondents provided a range of general comments.  They indicated that most of the census questions 

are used as a prime source of information in the development of needs indicator sets, to inform a range of 

resource allocation projects.  They require detailed data at small area levels for equality monitoring purposes.  

They also felt there is a strong case for the census period being reduced to 5 years, particularly as the census 

data is so important for resource allocation, service planning and equality analysis.  The respondent also felt that 

future outputs be disaggregated by a social class classification as well as socio economic group.  This would 

allow for the data to be used in conjunction with deaths data in order to monitor life expectancy targets by social 

class. 

It was felt that more effort should be made to obtain missing information directly from respondents in the first 

instance, rather than relying too heavily on imputation.  Although the benefits of using the imputation process was 

acknowledged, the feeling was that it should only be used as a last resort as it risks compromising on accuracy.  

Finally, this respondent indicated that any developments in census data should be kept in line with equality law, in 

particular, the Single Equality Bill, and, in order to achieve full participation in the next Census, information should 

be provided in a range of alternative formats. 

Since there has been an increase in migrant workers in Northern Ireland since the last census, many here 

illegally, it was suggested that there will need to be a new approach to data collection in this respect as many 

migrants will not want to be found in the Census despite the fact that they may be using health services.  More 

 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/census/2011_info_paper.pdf
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generally, it is thought that more guidance notes are required on the form as people with limited cognitive or 

literacy skills, or poor command of English, may have difficulty with completing it. 

Another respondent felt that there were significant numbers from ethnic minorities who did not complete the form 

because it was only available in English.  The view was expressed that some members of ethnic minorities are 

suspicious of official forms and/or may feel that the form is not relevant to them.  This respondent also felt that the 

options given on the census form were not precise enough to provide an accurate ethnicity profile for Northern 

Ireland.  These issues could be addressed by creating a more comprehensive ethnic classification for the 2011 

Census, as well as reaching ethnic minority groups through the census exercise and by highlighting how these 

groups would benefit from accurate data in relation to the services they need.  Also, consideration should be 

given to producing the census forms, or at least the guidance leaflets, in community languages. 

Four respondents were in agreement that there is a definite need for more statistics on children, for example, 

including information on children under 10 years, children attached to the travelling community, children with 

disabilities and children in ethnic minority groups.  Other issues on which they would like to see more information 

in relation to children include family (eg. structure), homelessness, crime and sexual orientation. 

The importance of appropriate levels of consultation between the census agencies and “bulk” users was 

highlighted, especially when it comes to the physical delivery of the data.  Consideration should be given to how 

large users import the data into their own software packages and in particular lessons from 2001 should be 

addressed in NISRA’s plans for the 2011 Census.   

One respondent said they have previously had difficulty obtaining data on communal establishments, which is 

essential for the completion of a dataset they compile.  They would like to form an agreement for early access to 

communal establishment data. 

Interest was shown in the detailed assessment of the merits of the different approaches to the delivery and return 

of the census forms, as this organisation faced similar issues.  They also expressed an interest in the possibility of 

bulk data sharing, subject to the necessary legislative changes. 

In terms of fuel poverty, it was felt that the inclusion of an income question would help make the census data 

more relevant, useful and accessible.  Also, it was felt that there might be problems with understanding what 

exactly is meant by a ‘household’, especially in Houses in Multiple Occupancy. 

Details were given of a newly approved question, which shall appear in the next Irish Census.  It questions 

respondents in detail on their voluntary work in the last 4 weeks without pay. 

Although a particular respondent accepted that NISRA were unlikely to obtain any firm and reliable statistics on 

sexual orientation by including a question of this nature in the next Census, it was felt that it was now time to 

embrace the idea of collecting information of this nature.  The respondent acknowledged that such statistics may 

not be entirely reliable and highlighted the importance of outlining why the information was important and 

reassuring the general public that it would be treated confidentially. 
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What Happens Next? 

This initial consultation marks the start of a detailed and inclusive consultation process that will underpin the 2011 

Census.  The responses which have been presented in the report are currently being considered by NISRA 

alongside those which are emerging across the rest of the UK as a result of similar exercises conducted by the 

Office for National Statistics and the General Register Office in Scotland (GROS) who have responsibility for the 

Censuses in England & Wales and Scotland respectively. 

It is envisaged that this process will be well advanced by the end of the year at which point NISRA will hold a 

number of Information Days across Northern Ireland to outline its response to the consultation along with its 

strategy for the ongoing consultation process more generally. 

While the exact dates and venues for the Information Days have still to be decided, if you are interesting in 

receiving further information about these events please forward your contact details (name, organisation, address, 

telephone number and email address) to the Census Office at the address below. 

 

Census Office 

2nd Floor 

McAuley House 

2-14 Castle Street 

Belfast 

BT1 1SA 

Telephone: 028 9034 8160 

Email:  census.nisra@dfpni.gov.uk

 

A pro forma has been provided to facilitate this process and can be accessed via the following link.  CLICK HERE

 

mailto:census.nisra@dfpni.gov.uk
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/census/info_day.doc
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