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by over 100,000 people in the next fifteen years 
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The Northern Ireland population is projected to increase by around 108,000 people (6.3 

per cent) over the next fifteen years from 1.710 million people in 2004 to 1.819 million 

people by 2019, according to new figures released today by the Northern Ireland Statistics 

and Research Agency. 

 

The new figures show that: 

 

• by 2019, the population is projected to have increased to 1.819 million people from 

1.710 million people in 2004. This is equivalent to an average annual rate of growth 

of 0.4 per cent; 

 

• the increase of 108,000 people between 2004 and 2019 is primarily attributable to 

natural growth (more births than deaths) of 106,000 people. It is also projected that 

the Northern Ireland population will experience a net gain of 2,000 people over this 

period from migration; 

 

Further key results are given below. 



Age-Distribution 

 

• the number of children aged under 16 is projected to fall by 9.1 per cent from 

383,000 in 2004 to 348,000 in 2019 and continue to decrease gradually thereafter; 

 

• the number of people of working age as currently defined (males aged 16-64 and 

females aged 16-59) is projected to increase from 1,052,000 in 2004 to 1,098,000 

by 2019, an increase of about 47,000 people (4.4 per cent). The numbers in this 

age group will decline from the early 2020s onwards; 

 

• the number of people of pensionable age as currently defined (females aged 60 

and over and males aged 65 and over) is projected to increase from 275,000 in 

2004 to 372,000 by 2019, an increase of about 97,000 people or 35.2 per cent; 

 

• the age profile of the population will gradually become older with the average age 

expected to rise from 37.0 years in 2004 to 40.3 years by 2019; 

 

• the number of people aged 65 and over will continue to rise after 2019, and there 

are projected to be twice as many people aged 65 and over in 2041 than there are 

currently; 

 

• in 2004 there were 150,000 more children aged under 16 than adults aged 65 or 

over. The number of older people is projected to exceed the number of children 

from 2023 onwards; 

 

Impact of change in pension rules 

 

• between 2010 and 2020, the pensionable age for females will be increased 

incrementally from 60 to 65. Taking this into account, the number of people of 

working age population in Northern Ireland is projected to rise by 9.2 per cent from 

1,052,000 in 2004 to 1,148,000 in 2019; 

 

• in 2019, after allowing for the change in age at which females can claim retirement 

pension, the number of people of pensionable age is projected to be 322,000 

people (17.0 per cent higher than 2004); 



 

The tables and figures below summarise information regarding the 2004 population 

projections. The graphs are taken forward until 2044 to give an indication of the projection 

series beyond the next fifteen years. 

 

 

Table 1: Projected components of population change, 2004-2019 (thousands) 
 

  2004-2009 2009-2014 2014-2019 

Population at start 1710.3 1754.5 1787.1 

Births 108.9 107.2 108.5 

Deaths 71.8 72.1 74.4 

Natural change 37.1 35.1 34.2 

Migration 7.0 -2.5 -2.5 

Total change 44.1 32.6 31.7 

Population at end 1754.5 1787.1 1818.8 

 
 
 
2001- 

Table 2: Projected make up of population, 2004-2019 (percentages) 
2006 2006-2011 2011-2016 2016-2021 2021-2026 

  2004 2009 2014 2019 

Children (Under 16) 22 21 20 19 

Adult Population (16-64) 64 65 64 63 

Elderly (65+) 14 15 16 18 

Total 100 100 100 100 
 



 
Figure1: 2004 Based Population Projections for Northern Ireland 
 

 
 
Figure 2: 2004 Based Population Projections – Children aged under 16 and 
adults aged 65 and over 
 

 



 
Figure 3: 2004 Based Population Projections – Population aged 16 to 64 
 

 
 



NOTES TO EDITORS 
 

1. The Government Actuary’s Department (GAD) produces national population 

projections for the United Kingdom and its constituent countries at the request of 

the Registrars General for England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The 

assumptions used are agreed in consultation with the statistical offices of the four 

constituent countries. 

 

2. A new set of projections is normally made every second year, based on a full-scale 

review of the trends affecting the underlying assumptions about fertility, mortality 

and migration. The last “full” set of national projections, issued in December 2003, 

were based on the estimated population at the middle of 2002. Additionally, 

however, an 'interim' set of 2003-based national projections were produced 

because of revisions to population estimates in England & Wales. These 2004-

based projections therefore replace the interim 2003-based projections. 

 

3. Currently women aged 60 to 64 are eligible for old-age pensions and are thus of 

“pensionable age”. However, from 2020 onwards females will not be eligible for old 

age pensions until they are 65 years old. This change will be introduced 

incrementally over the period 2010 to 2020, and accordingly the number of women 

aged 60 to 64 who are of pensionable age will reduce incrementally over this 

period.  

 

4. Additional migration assumptions have been applied for the first three years of the 

projections, with an allowance for additional net migration from the eight accession 

countries of Eastern Europe, which joined the European Union in May 2004. At the 

Northern Ireland level this allowance is for 2,500 additional accession country 

migrants in 2004-5, 2,000 in 2005-6 and 1,000 in 2006-7, i.e. a total of 5,500 in the 

first three years. Similar adjustments are being made for each constituent country 

of the United Kingdom. The longer-term assumption of migration remains 

unchanged from the previous projections at a net outflow of 500 migrants from 

Northern Ireland. 



 

5. Full results of the 2004-based national population projections for the United 

Kingdom are available at: http://www.gad.gov.uk - the Government Actuary’s 

Department (GAD) website. Corresponding information for England, Wales, 

Scotland and Northern Ireland is also published on the GAD website. The Northern 

Ireland projections are also available on the Northern Ireland Statistics and 

Research Agency website at: http://www.nisra.gov.uk. NISRA will publish 

population projections for administrative areas within Northern Ireland in 2006. 

 

6. Further information can be obtained from: 

The Press Office 

Department of Finance and Personnel, 

Craigantlet Buildings 

Stoney Road 

BELFAST 

BT4 3SX 

Telephone:  (028) 9052 7374 

Fax:   (028) 9052 7149 

 

7. Statistical queries should be addressed to: 

Customer Services 

NISRA, 

2-14 Castle Street, 

BELFAST 

BT1 1SA 

Telephone:  (028) 9034 8160 

Fax:   (028) 9034 8161 

E-mail: census.nisra@dfpni.gov.uk 

http://www.gad.gov.uk/
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/
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