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7 Filters

In order to avoid complex routing instructions 
on the Census form, filter questions were 
included to progressively exclude certain groups 
from completing subsequent questions. This 
method was designed to reduce the burden on 
respondents by ensuring that they only answered 
relevant questions. 

7.1  Landlord filter
England/Wales

Scotland
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Northern Ireland

This filter was designed to ensure that only 
householders who were renting or living rent 
free answered the landlord question.

7.2  Student filter

England/Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland

The purpose of these questions was to identify 
students and schoolchildren who were away 
from home at boarding school, college or 
university during term-time, and stop them 
from answering the remaining questions on the 
form. Only basic information on students who 
were not at their term-time address was collected 
(age, sex and marital status). These students were 
enumerated fully at their term-time address. See 
the Glossary in Chapter 5 for more information 
on students.
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7.3  Religion filter

Northern Ireland

This filter aimed to ensure that people answered 
the appropriate question on religion or religion 
brought up in. Only those persons with a current 
religion were required to answer 8a. Similarly 
only those persons who did not have a current 
religion were expected to answer 8b.

7.4  Age filter

England/Wales

Scotland

Northern Ireland

This filter was intended to prevent any person 
aged 15 and under or 75 and over from 
answering the remaining questions on the 
Census form. The filter was included because 
qualification and economic activity questions are 
not applicable to people under the age of 16, and 
testing has shown that elderly and retired people 
object to answering what they see as irrelevant 
questions. In 1991, questions on economic 
activity were applicable to all people aged 16 and 
over, including those aged 75 and over.

7.5  Working last week filter

England/Wales

Scotland
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Northern Ireland

This question aimed to ensure that people 
answered the appropriate questions on economic 
activity. This question and the following four 
questions on the Census form (answered by 
those people who were not working) were 
used to produce the derived variable Economic 
Activity. 

7.6  Ever worked filter

England/Wales

Scotland

Northern Ireland

This question acted as a filter to stop people who 
had never worked from answering the remaining 
questions on employment.  In 1991, as well 
as people who had never worked, those who 
had last worked more than ten years ago were 
excluded from questions on employment.

7.7  Not currently working filter

England/Wales

Northern Ireland

In England and Wales and Northern Ireland, 
this filter aimed to stop people who were not 
working in the week before the Census from 
answering the remaining questions on the 
address of their place of work, method of 
transport and hours worked. Those who were 
working last week were directed to complete all 
the remaining questions. 

7.8  No method of travel filter

Scotland only

In Scotland, the travel address and method of 
travel related to the person’s place of work or 
place of study. As a result of this, the order of 
the questions and the routing through them 
was different from the rest of the UK. The ‘not 
currently working filter’ was not applied. The 
additional ‘no method of travel’ filter directed 
people who were not currently working or 
studying or who work or study at or from home 
past the method of travel question.


