Northern Ireland

StatIStICS &
esearc

agency

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND PERSONNEL

REGISTRAR GENERAL

NORTHERN IRELAND

ANNUAL RENP ORT

A NATIONAL STATISTICS PUBLICATION




A NATIONAL STATISTICS PUBLICATION

National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the
National Statistics Code of Practice. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure
that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.

For general enquiries about National Statistics, contact the National Statistics Public Enquiry Service on 020 7533 5888
minicom: 01633 812399, E-mail: info@statistics.gov.uk, Fax: 01633 652747
Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, LONDON SW1V 202Q

You can also find National Statistics on the internet — go to wwuw.statistics.gov.uk.








http://www.nisra.gov.uk
mailto:jacquie.hyvart@dfpni.gov.uk
mailto:gillian.fegan@dfpni.gov.uk



















Section 1: Summary

The population of Northern Ireland at 30 June 2000 was 1,697,800, an increase of
6,000 (0.4 per cent) on the 1999 population of 1,691,800

The Northern Ireland birth rate reached a peak in the early 1960s (the sixties ‘baby
boom’) but has subsequently fallen to the lowest rate on record of 12.7 per 1,000

population in 2000

The Northern Ireland death rate has fallen from a rate of 14.7 per 1,000 population
in the late 1920s to 8.8 per 1,000 population in 2000, the lowest figure on record

The infant death rate has fallen from 78.8 per 1,000 live births in the late 1920s to
5.0 per 1,000 live births in 2000

The Northern Ireland marriage rate, which reached its peak of 8.2 marriages per
1,000 population during the war years has now, in 2000, declined to 4.5 marriages

per 1,000 population

The number of divorces granted in Northern Ireland has increased steadily increasing
from 124 per year in the early 1960s to about 2,300 in 1991. Since then, including
2000, there have been about 2,300 divorces per year











































Section 2: Population

B The population of Northern Ireland at 30 June 2000 was 1,697,800, an increase of
6000 (0.4 per cent) on the 1999 population of 1,691,800

B The components of change affecting the population consisted of 22,300 births,
15,500 deaths, net outward migration of 200 and other changes largely attributable
to changes in Her Majesty’s Forces stationed in Northern Ireland

Derry Local Government District has the highest proportion of children in the
population, while North Down had the highest proportion of elderly people in the
population

B The population of Northern Ireland is projected to grow to 1,814,000 in 2028
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Section 3: Births

There were 21,512 live births in Northern Ireland in 2000, a decrease of 6.3 per
cent on the 1999 figure of 22,957. This is the lowest number of births within a year
recorded in Northern Ireland

The annual average decrease in the number of live births has been 2 per cent per

year over the last decade

Age-specific fertility rates decreased for most age groups between 1999 and 2000

In 2000 the Total Period Fertility Rate (TPFR) was 1.74, a decrease on the 1999
figure of 1.85, continuing a long term trend of decreasing fertility

In Northern Ireland in 2000, 32 per cent of all births occurred outside marriage, 67
per cent of these were jointly registered by both parents















































































Section 4: Stillbirths
& Infant deaths

B The numbers of stillbirths, perinatal deaths, neonatal deaths, postneonatal deaths
and infant deaths have all experienced a drop in the last year

B The number of stillbirths fell by almost 30 per cent, from 132 (1999) to 93 (2000),

while the number of infant deaths fell by 26 per cent from 148 (1999) to 109
(2000)

B Over one half of all infant deaths (deaths aged under one year) occurred within the
first 6 days of life

B The main cause of infant deaths in 2000 was Congenital Anomalies (29 deaths, 27
per cent of all infant deaths)
















































lirTljL.iL







Section 5: Deaths

There were 14,903 deaths in Northern Ireland in 2000, this represents 8.8 deaths
per 1,000 population

The number of deaths in 2000 was 5 per cent lower than the 1999 figure, with
similar reductions for males and females, but it was similar to the number of deaths

in 1997 and 1998

7,128 (48 per cent) of the deaths in 2000 were males and 7,775 (52 per cent) were
females

1 per cent of all deaths in Northern Ireland were of children aged under 5

Those aged 75 and over accounted for 69 per cent of female deaths compared to 51
per cent of male deaths

The standardised death rate, which allows for the age and sex structure of the

population, was the highest in the Southern Health Board at 9.4 and the lowest in
the Eastern Health Board at 8.5

Over half of males were married when they died, whereas over half of females were
widowed when they died

In 2000 there were 81 deaths of centenarians, only 11 of which were males

Females can expect to live 5.1 years longer than males. The expectation of life at
birth is 74.5 years for males and 79.6 years for females



































































Section 6:
Deaths - Causes

B Circulatory diseases, Respiratory diseases and Malignant neoplasms (cancer)
accounted for 83 per cent of all deaths in 2000

B The number of deaths due to cancer has remained stable over recent years accounting

for approximately 3,500 deaths per year

Cancer of the trachea, bronchus and lung accounted for 27 per cent of male cancer

deaths and 18 per cent of female cancer deaths in 2000

Deaths of females due to breast cancer accounted for 16 per cent of female cancer
deaths in 2000

Motor vehicle traffic accidents claimed 129 lives in 2000





































































































































































































































Section 7: Marriages

There were 7,584 marriages in 2000, 44 fewer than in 1999

The 2000 marriage rate was 4.5 marriages per 1,000 population, the lowest
marriage rate ever recorded in Northern Ireland

In 2000 the mean age at marriage for bachelors was 29 years and the mean age for
spinsters was 27 years compared to 26 and 24 ten years earlier in 1990

Fifteen per cent of males and 14 per cent of females marrying in 2000 had been
married before compared with 3 per cent of males and 3 per cent of females in 1971

One quarter of marriages in 2000 were celebrated in a Registrar’s Office compared
to 12 per cent in 1981 and 5% in 1961

Fifty one per cent of the total religious marriages were Roman Catholic ceremonies.
Eighty five per cent of religious ceremonies in Newry and Mourne were Roman
Catholic compared with 10 per cent of religious ceremonies in Carrickfergus

42% of all marriages took place on a Saturday





















































































Section 9: Adoptions
& re-registrations

B 172 adoptions were recor y the General Register Office in 2000

B 734 births were re-registered in 2000
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