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'To Tug Ricut HoNouraBLE W. B. Maciness, Q.C., LL.D.,
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SIR,

I have the honour to submit the Thirty-Second Annual Report on
the Births, Deaths, and Marriages registered in Northern Ireland, together
with Abstracts of the particulars of such registrations. The Report relates
to the year ended 31st December, 1953.  The Abstracts have been prepared
for presentation to Parliament, pursuant to the provisions of statutes gover-
ning the registration system. The Report draws attention to the salient
features of the vital statistics contained in the Abstracts, and information
is given relating to notifications of infectious diseases, migration and the
weather.

I wish to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered by Dr. J. Boyd,
Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health and Local Government,
who advises this office in regard to medical matters. I also desire to record
my appreciation of the courtesy shown by the Registrars-General of
England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, in furnishing
information relating to the areas under their respective administrations.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

L. C. Mulligan,

Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and
Marriages for Northern Ireland.
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Thirty-Second Annual Report of
the Registrar-General for Northern
Ireland

SUMMARY

The total number of births registered in Northern Ireland during the
year 1953 was 28,984, an increase of 224 over the number for 1952 and 507
over that for 1951. The birth rate was 20.9 per 1,000 of the population and
is unchanged from the rate for 1952, but is 0.3 below the average rate for
the five years 1948-52.

Illegitimate births, which are included in the total birth figures, numbered
818, a decrease of 141 from the previous year. The number for 1953 is the
lowest on record, the next lowest being that for 1951 when 895 illegitimate
births were registered.

The number of marriages in 1953 was 9,416, which is 116 above the 1952
figure. The marriage rate of 6.8 is the same as the average rate for the previous
five years.

Deaths numbered 14,813 in 1953 as compared with the practical identical
figure of 14,812 in 1952. The rate per 1,000 population was 10.7, the lowest
ever recorded and shows a decrease of 0.1 below the rate for the previous
year and 0.9 below the average rate for the preceding 5 years. Of the total
deaths 9,321 or 62.9 per cent. were of persons aged 65 and upwards ; *1,242
or 8.4 per cent. were of children under 5 years of age.

Heart diseases, cancer and cerebral haemorrage, apoplexy etc., accounted
for 32.5, 14.3 and 13.0 per cent. respectively of the total deaths. Deaths from
these causes were mostly among persons of fairly advanced age.

The downward trend in deaths from tuberculosis was continued in 1953,
and the mortality rate of 0.23 per 1,000 population is the lowest on record.

The infant and maternal mortality rates are the lowest ever recorded.
There were 17 deaths from maternal causes compared with 31 in each of the
years 1951 and 1952, In 1933 there were 163 such deaths.

The estimated population at 30th June, 1953 was 1,384,100, an increase of
9400 from 1952. During the year ended 30th June, 1953 there was an
-excess of births over deaths of 14,224, but this was reduced by a balance of
outward over inward migration estimated at 4,824.

POPULATION

The home population of Northern Ireland as estimated at 30th June, 1953
was 1,384,100 persons. This estimate, comprising civilians and members
of the armed forces stationed in Northern Ireland and based on the census
population ascertained on 8th April, 1951, has been used to calculate the
rates (relating to 1953) for the country as a whole, The rates for the various
divisions of the country have also been based on the estimated home popula-
tion as at 30th June, 1953,
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Table A gives the population figures, as estimated at 30th June, 1953, for
Counties and County Boroughs, together with the aggregates of the urban
and rural areas. The populations as ascertained at the censuses of 1911,
1926, 1937 and 1951 are also shown. The 1951 census populations for
each Local Administrative Area are given in Abstract X.

Table Al shows the age and sex distribution of the population as at 30th
June, 1953, also the percentage of the total population in each age-group.
Abstract XI gives the 1951 Census population by age and sex for Northern
Ireland also for the Counties and County Boroughs.

TaBLE A.—Populations of Counties, County Boroughs and Urban and Rural
Areas as recorded at the censuses of 1911, 1926, 1937 and 1951, and as
estimated at mid-year, 1953.

Mid-Year
AREA Census Census Census Census Estimate
1911 1926 1937 1951 1953
Northern Ireland .. .. 1,250,531 1,256,561 1,279,745 | 1,370,821 1,384,100
Total Urbhan Areas .. .. 586,694 637,719 677,545 728,297 735,300
Tota! Rural Areas .. .. 661,837 618,842 602,200 642,624 648,800
Belfact County Borongh .. 386,947 415,151 438,086 443,671 450,800
Lendonderry County Borough 40,780 45,159 47,813 50,092 50,300
Counties :
Antrim .. .. . 193,864 191,643 197,266 231,149 232,700
Armagh .. .. .. 120,291 110,070 108,815 114,254 113,900
Down .. .. .. 204,303 209,228 210,687 241,181 242,700
Fermanagh .. .. 61,836 57,984 54,569 53,044 53.000
Londonderryt .. .. 99,845 94,534 94,923 105,448 107,700
Tyrone .. .. .. 142,665 132,792 127,586 132,082 133,000

t Excluding County Borough.

TasLe Al.—Northern Ireland: Population as estimated at 30th Fune, 1953.

Persons Males Females
Age-groups
Percentage Percentage Percentage
No. of No. of No. of
total total total
All Ages 1,384,100 100.0 675,100 100.0 709,000 100.0
0-4 137,600 9.9 70,800 10.5 66,800 9.4
5-9 135,400 9.8 69,100 10 2 66,300 9.3
10-14 116,400 8.4 59,400 8.8 57,000 8.0
15-19 109,300 7.9 - 55,700 8.2 -§3,600 7.6
20-24 102,700 7.4 51,200 7.6 51,500 7.3
25-29 e 94,700 6.8 45,300 6.7 49,400 7.0
30-34 94,700 6.8 46,100 6.8 48,600 8.9
35-39 . 86,200 6.2 41,800 6.2 44,500 6.3
40-44 91,700 6.6 44,300 6.6 47,400 8.7
45-49 . 82,400 6.0 39,500 5.8 42,900 6.0
50-54 .- 77,500 5.6 36,900 5.5 40,600 5.7
55-59 65,100 4.7 30,200 . 4.5 34,900 4.9
60-64 55,100 4.0 24,700 . 3.7 30,400 4.3
65-69 47,000 3.4 21,200 3.1 25,800 3.6
70-74 39,100 2.8 17,300 2.6 21,800 3.1
75-79 o 28,700 2.1 12,900 1.9 15,800 2.2
80-84 14,000 1.0 6,200 0.9 7,800 1.1
85 and over ... 6,400 0.5 2,500 0.4 3,900 06
MARRIAGES

Number and Rate.—Marriages registered during the year numbered
9,416 which is 116 more than the previous year. The rate 6.80 per 1,000
of the estimated population is 0.03 above that for the year 1952. Of the
total marriages 94.4 per cent. were between bachelors and spinsters, 3.1 per
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cent. between widowers and spinsters, 1.4 per cent between bachelors and
widows and 1.1 per cent. between widowers and widows. Thus 4.2 per
cent. of the men married during the year were widowers and 2.5 per cent.
of the women were widows or, in 6 out of every 100 marriages, one or both
of the contracting parties had been married before. It should be noted that
for the purpose of there calculations, divorced men and women who marry
are included with bachelors and spinsters respectively.

Ages at Marriage.—The average age of men marrying in 1953 was
29.5 and of women 26.2. During 1952 this age was 29.8 among men, whilst
that for women is unchanged. Of the contracting parties 5.6 per cent. of the
husbands and 19.8 per cent. of the wives were minors. Further statistics will
be found in Abstracts III, IV and V.

Method of Celebration.—Table E shows for Northern Ireland the
marriages registered during the years 1927, 1937 and 1948 to 1953 according
to methods of celebration. The religious denominations are placed in the
order of the number of members at the last Census.

Marriages taking place in Registrars’ Offices in the year under review
represented 7.0 per cent. of the total marriages as compared with 7.3 in
the previous year and 6.7 per cent. in 1930.

TaBLE E.—Northern Ireland : Marriages Registered, according to Methods
of celebration, 1927, 1937, 1948-53.

Total

In Marriage

Church In Regis- Total Rate per

Roman | Presby- of Metho-| Other trars’ |Jewish| Marriages 1,000 of

YeAR [Catholic | terian | Ireland | dist [Churches| Offices Registered Estimated

Population
1927 2,091 2,074 2,150 235 233 388 4 7,175 5.74
1937 2,396 2,473 2,426 426 247 647 8 8,623 6.73
1948 2,824 2,927 2,314 494 285 709 7 9,360 6.93
1949 2,617 2,812 2,295 475 278 730 9 9,216 6.78
1950 2,638 2,815 2,278 460 242 644 7 9,084 6 64
1951 2,723 2,975 2,270 446 304 694 2 9,414 6 868
1952 2,731 2.845 2.244 487 314 676 3 9,300 6.77
1953 2,887 2,880 2,261 462 266 656 4 9,416 6.80




DIAGRAM 1.-—Marriage Rates in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1928-53.
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Tasre B.—Northern Ireland: Population, Marriages, Births, and Deaths,
1941-1953, with Quinquennial Averages from year 1911.

Deaths of
Estimated Infaants
YEAR Mid-Year Marriages Births Illegitimate Deaths under 1 year
Population (Total) Births of Age
191115 1,238,000 7,535 29,675 7,296 21,929 3,030
1916-20 1,227,000 8,250 27,560 1,258 22,128 2,620
1921-25 1,260,000 7,873 29,104 1,248 19,594 2,392
1926-30 1,246,000 7,328 26,418 1,249 18,403 2,083
1931-35 1,258,000 7,806 25,008 1,259 18,026 1,966
193640 1,287,000 9,073 25,533 1,178 18,369 1,970
1941 1,288,000* 11,966 26,887 1,297 19,640°* 2,059
1942 1,296,000% 11,673 29,645 1,467 12,256* 2,265
1943 1,302,000* 10,155 381,521 1,728 17,437* 2,464
1944 1,316,000% 9,508 30,900 1,787 16,791 2,083
1945 1,317,000¢ 10,452 29,007 1,569 16,264°* 1,975
194745 1,304,000 10,751 29,592 1,560 17,478* 2,169
1946 1,333,000* 9,801 80,134 1,318 18,666* 1,626
1947 1,339,000* 9,517 31,254 1,179 16,913¢ 1,658
1948 1,351,000* 9,360 29,532 1,072 15,125¢ 1,347
1949 1,360,000¢ 9,216 29,106 1,086 15,652¢ 1,317
1950 1,369,000* 9,084 28,794 986 15,839 1,166
1946-50 1,350,000 9,396 29,764 1,124 16,039 1,423
1951 1,373,000 9,414 28,477 895 17,628 1,173
1952 1,375,000 9,300 28,760 959 14,812 1,117
1953 1,384,000 9,416 28,984 818 14,813 1,090

Nore—For Births and Deaths in each Urban and Rural District see Abstract X.

TaBLe C.—Northern Ireland: Annual Marriage, Birth, and Death Rates,
and Deaths of Infants under 1 year per 1,000 births, 1941-53, with
Quinquennial Averages from 1911.

Illegitimate Deaths of
Rates per 1,000 of Estimated Population Births Infants under
Year Per cent. 1 year of Age
of Total per 1,000
Marriages Births Deaths Births Live Births
1911-15 6.7 24.0 12.7 4.37 102
1916-20 6.7 22.5 18.0 4.56 95
192125 6.3 23.1 15.6 4.29 82
1926-30 59 271.2 14.8 4.73 . ”
1931-35 6.2 20.0 14.3 5.02 78
193640 N 19.8 4.3 4.61 77
1941 9.3 20.9 15.2¢* 4.82 77
1942 9.0 22.9 13.8* 4.95 78
1943 7.8 24.2 13.4* 5.48 78
1944 7.2 23.8 12.8¢ 5.62 87
1945 7.9 22.0 12.3¢ 5.41 68
194145 8.2 22.7 13.4* 5.27 73
1946 7.4 22.6 12.5* 4.37 54
1947 7.1 23.3 12.6* 8.77 53
1948 6.9 21.9 11.2* 3.63 46
1949 6.8 21.4 11.5* 3.68 45
1950 6.6 21.0 11.8 8.43 40
1946-50 7.0 22.0 11.9 3.78 48
1951 6.9 20.7 12.8 3.14 41
1952 6.8 20.9 10.8 333 39
1953 6.8 20.9 10.7 2.82 38
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TasLe D.—Comparative Statistics for Northern Ireland, England and Wales,
Scotland, and the Irish Republic, 1926, 1937, 1949-1953.

MARRIAGE RATES PER 1,000 or POPULATION

Years I Northern Ireland England and Wales Scotland Irish Repubiic
1926 5.8 7.2 6. 4.6
1837 6.7 8.8 7.7 5.0
1949 6.8 8.5 8.1 5.4
1950 6.6 8.2 7.8 5.4
1951 6.9 8.2 8.1 5.4
1952 6.8 8.0 8.0 5.4
1953 6.8 7.8 8.0 5.3t

BirtH RATES PER 1,000 oOF POPULATION

Years Northern Ireland England and Wales Scotland Irish Republie
1926 22.5 17 8 21.1 20.6
1937 19.8 14 9 17.6 19.2
1949 21.4 16.7 18.5 21.5
1950 21.0 15.8 17.9 21.4
1951 20.7 15.5 17.7 21.2
1952 20.9 15.3 17.7 21.9
1953 20.9 15.5 17.8 21.1¢

Dzati RaTES PER 1,000 oF PoPULATION

Years Northern Ireland England and Wales Scotland Irish Republic
1926 15.0 11.6 13.1 14.1
1937 15.1 12.4 13.9 15.3
1949 11.5* 11.8* 12.3 12.7
1950 11.6 11.6 12.4 12.7

1951 12.8 12.5 | 12.9 14.3
1952 10.8 11.3 12.0 11.9
1953 10.7 11.4 11.5 11.8%

INrANT MORTALITY RATES PER 1,000 Live BirTHS

Years Northern Ireland England and Wales Scetland Irish Republic
1926 85 70 83 74

1937 77 58 80 73

1949 45 32 41 53

1950 40 30 39 46

1951 41 30 37 46
1952 39 28 35 41

1953 38 27 31 39t

DxatHs FROM TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS) PER 1,000 or POPULATION

Years Northern Ireland England and Wales Scotland Irish Republic
1926 1.47 0.96 1.00 1.47
1937 0.98 0.68 0.74 1.23
1949 0.59 0.46 0.67 0.91
1950 0.48 0.36 0.54 0.80
1951 0.45 0.32 0.43 0.73
1952 0.30 0.24 0.32 0.54
1953 0.23 0.20 0.26 0.401

* Civilian Death Rates. t Provisional.
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BIRTHS

Number and Rate.—The births registered during the year numbered
28,984, an increase of 224 as compared with the previous year. The birth
rate was 20.9 per 1,000 of the estimated population, being unchanged from
the rate for the previous year. Illegitimate births numbered 818, a decrease
of 141 as compared with the number recorded for 1952, the proportion to
total births (2.82 per cent.) being 0.51 below that for the previous year.
In England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, the illegitimate
births as percentages of the total births in the year 1953 were 4.7, 4.7 and
2.1 respectively. The figure for the Irish Republic is provisional.

TaBLE F.—Northern Ireland : Births and Birth Rates by Counties, 1950-1953.

Number of Births Birth Rate per 1,000 of the
population
Area

1950 1951 1952 1953 1950 1951 1952 1953
Northern Ireland .. | 28,794 | 28,477 | 28,760 | 28,984 21.0 20.7 20.9 20.9
All Urban Areas .| 14,990 14,851 14,698 | 14,795 20.5 20.3 201 20.1
All Rural Areas .. | 13,804 13,626 14,062 14,189 21.7 21.2 21.8 21.9
Belfast County Borough 8,834 8,789 8,506 8,527 19.6 19.8 19.1 18.9

Londonderry County

Borough . 1,346 1,376 1,412 1,412 27.1 27.4 27.7 28.1
County Antrim . 4,766 4,801 4,812 4,923 209 20.7 20.7 21.2
County Armagh | 2432 2326 | 2442 | 2,487 21.3 20.3 21.3 218
County Down | 4685 4670 4689 4913 19.7 19.3 19.5 20 .2
County Fermanagh .. 1,140 1,128 1,167 1,179 21.2 21.2 21.9 22 2
*County Londonderry .. | 2,449 | 2,412 | 2524 | 2,401 23 5 22.8 23.7 22.3
County Tyrone .. 3,142 2,975 3,208 3,142 23.8 22.5 24.2 23.6

* Excluding County Borough.

Proportion of Males to Females. — Births of males in Northern
Ireland in 1953 numbered 15,039 and those of females 13,945 ; the propor-
tion of male to female births was therefore 1,078 to 1,000. The correspon-
ding proportions for each of the years 1948-52 were 1,070, 1,067,1,073,1,058,
and 1,067 respectively.

Multiple Births.—Of the 28,984 children whose births were regis-
tered during the year, 28,187 were born singly, 788 children were twins,
and 9 were triplets. Thus, there were 394 births of twins and 3 of triplets
during 1953, compared with 371 and 3 respectively during 1952. Still-
births not being registered in Northern Ireland, a birth of one live child and
one still-born child is regarded as a single birth, a birth of two live children
and one still-born child as a twin birth.



DIAGRAM I[I.--Birth Rates in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1928-53.

Rate per 1,000 Population.
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DEATHS

Number and Rate.—The number of deaths recorded during the
year 1953, and the death rate per 1,000 of the population, were 14,813 and
10.7 respectively. The comparative figures for 1952 were 14,812 and 10.8.

Of the total deaths, 7,670 were of males and 7,143 were of females, the
equivalent annual death rates being 11.4 and 10.1 per 1,000 of the male
and female estimated populations, respectively. These rates are unchanged
from those recorded for 1952.

According to the ages stated to Registrars, 8.4 per cent. of the total deaths
were of children under 5 years of age and 62.9 per cent. were of persons aged
65 and upwards. There were 87 deaths of persons (30 males and 57 females)
aged 95 and upwards ; 11 of these deaths (3 males and 8 females) were of
persons whose ages at death were returned as 100 years and upwards. The
ages of the males were given as 102, 103 and 105, and the ages of the females
were given as 3 at 100, 1 at 101, 3 at 102 and 1 at 104.

TasLe G.—Northern Ireland : Deaths and Death Rates by Counties, 1950-
1953.

Number of Deaths Death Rate per 1,000 of population
Area
1950 1951 1952 1953 1950 1951 1952 1953

Northern Ireland .. 15,839 17,628 14,812 14,813 11.6 12.8 10.8 10.7
All Urban Areas .. 8,370 9,189 7,807 7,710 11.4 12.5 10.7 10.5
All Rural Areas .. 7,469 8,439 7,005 7,103 11.7 13.1 10.9 10.9
Belfast County Borough 5,082 5,433 4,778 4,653 11.3 12.2 10.8 10.3

Londonderry County
Borough .. 559 630 507 497 11.2 12.5 10.0 9.9
County Antrim .. 2,589 2,837 2,234 2,429 11.3 12.3 9.6 10.4
County Armagh .. 1,400 1,557 1,250 1,276 12.3 13.6 10.9 11.2
County Down o 2,725 3,022 2,691 2,596 11.5 12.5 11.2 10.7
County Fermanagh .. 643 794 660 659 11.9 14.9 12.4 12.4
*County Londonderry .. 1,196 1,375 1,126 1,143 11.5 13.0 10.6 10.6
County Tyrone .. 1,645 1,980 1,566 1,560 12.5 15.0 11.8 11.7

* Excluding County Borough.

Deaths in Hospitals.—The number of deaths occurring in hospitals
in each of the years 1944-53 is shown in Table H. 37.3 per cent.
of the deaths registered in 1953 took place in hospitals (3.0 per cent. in
mental hospitals), and the remaining 62.7 per cent. occurred in the deceased
person’s own home, in private nursing homes, or in places other than
hospitals. The percentage of deaths which took place in hospitals in 1924
was 17.0. :

TaBLE H.—Northern Ireland : Deaths in Hospitals, 1944-53.

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953

Number of
Deaths in :—
Mental Hos-
pitals .. 424 409 326 400 393 405 489 495 446 448
General Hos- .
pitals .. | 4840 | 4,702 | 4,746 | 4,883 | 4,562 | 4,692 | 4,719 | 5,061 4,814 | 5,076
*Own Homes, etc. | 11,527 | 11,153 | 11,594 {11,630 | 10,170 | 10,555 | 10,631 |12,072 | 9,552 | 9,289

Total Deaths .. [ 16,791 | 16,264 | 16,666 | 16,913 | 15,125 | 15,652 | 15,839 | 17,628 | 14,812 | 14,813

Percentage of
deaths in Hos- X
pitals. .e 31.3 31.4 30.4 31.2 32.8 32.6 32.9 31.8 35.5 37.3

*Including deaths in nursing homes,



DIAGRAM III.—Death Rates in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1928-53
Rate per 1,000 Population
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Proportion of Deaths from the Principal Causes.—Abstract XIII
shows the deaths from the principal causes as proportions per 1,000 of the
total deaths in certain age groups. It will be seen from this abstract that,
for all ages taken together, heart disease bears the greatest proportion to the
total deaths, which is the usual experience ; and that the deaths from this
cause occur mainly among persons of fairly advanced ages. The proportions
were high also for cancer, vascular lesions affecting central nervous system,
pneumonia, bronchitis and tuberculosis.

At ages under one year, apart from premature birth and congenital mal-
formations, the highest proportions of deaths were caused by pneumonia,
birth injuries, etc., and diarrhoea.

Between the ages of one and ten the highest proportions were caused by
motor vehicle and other accidents, malignant diseases, pneumonia and
bronchitis, congenital malformations and tuberculosis of the central nervous
system.

Between the ages of ten and thirty-five, motor vehicle and other accidents
caused by far the largest proportions of deaths. The proportions from
heart diseases, tuberculosis and cancer were also high.

From age thirty-five onwards, heart disease, cancer, vascular lesions
affecting ceniral nervous system, tuberculosis, bronchitis, pneumonia,
nephritis and diseases of the digestive system were responsible for the
largest proportions of the total mortality.

Table ] shows for each of the principal causes the numbers of deaths
and the death rates for each year since 1950.

Deaths from the Principal Epidemic Diseases.— The diseases included
in this group are typhoid and paratyphoid fever, scarlet fever, whooping
cough, diphtheria and dysentery, influenza, smallpox, measles, typhus and
diarrhoeal diseases of children under 2 years of age. The total number of
such deaths was 245 giving a rate of 0.18 per 1,000 population, the cor-
responding figures for 1952 being 169 and 0.12 respectively.

The increase is mostly due to deaths from influenza, particulars of which
are given below, and to the deaths of children under two years of age from
diarrhoea and enteritis. Deaths of children from diarrhoeal diseases numbered
107, as compared with 73 in 1952 and 87 in 1951. It should be noted that
except for 1953 there has been more or less a continuous decline in mortality
from this disease since 1944 when 310 deaths were recorded. One death was
returned from diphtheria, compared with none in 1952, 2 in 1951 and 6 in
1950. In 1941, 133 deaths were ascribed to this disease.

The majority of the remaining diseases in this group show decreases
when compared with the figures for 1952. The decreases are most marked
in connection with whooping cough and measles.
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The notifications of certain infectious diseases for each District in Nor-
thern Ireland for the year 1953 are shown in Abstract XXI, and the diseases
named are those laid down by Regulations (issued by the Ministry of Health
and Local Government) as compulsorily notifiable throughout Northern
Ireland. The Abstract does not include certain diseases of which no cases
were notified during the year. It should be noted that, as regards measles
and whooping cough, only the first case of either of these diseases in a house-
hold during each outbreak is required to be notified, unless a period of 2
months intervenes in the case of the former disease and 3 months in the case
of the latter.

Influenza.—Deaths from influenza numbered 117 representing a rate
of 0.08 per 1,000 population as compared with figures of 61 deaths and a
rate of 0.04 in 1952. As is usually the case, mortality from this disease
was the highest in the first quarter of the year.

Tuberculosis.—The death rate from this cause was 0.23 per 1,000 of
the population as against 0.30 in 1952 and the average rate of 0.50 for the
five vears 1948-52. The death rate for 1953 is the Jowest ever recorded,
the next lowest being that for 1952. Diagram IV shows that the death rate in
Northern Ireland from all forms of tuberculosis has declined very steadily
since 1928. The only break in the general trend of improvement occurs
during the period covered by the war vears, and it will be noticed from the
diagram that this rise was experienced in all other parts of the British Isles.
The corresponding rates for England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish
Republic in 1953 were 0.20, 0.26, and 0.40 respectively. The rate for the
Irish Republic is provisional

From Abstract XIIT it will be seen that tuberculous diseases have caused
131 deaths in every 1,000 between the ages of 15 and 25, and 182 per 1,000
between 25 and 35. Further, from Abstract VIII it appears that 25 per
cent. of the deaths from all forms of tuberculous disease during 1953 occurred
between the ages of 15 and 35, as compared with 27 per cent. in 1952.
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TaBLE J.—Northern Ireland : Number of Deaths from the Principal Causes, Death Rates

per 100,000 of Estimated Population, and the Number and Percentage of Uncertified
Deaths, 1950-53.

Detailed Number of Deaths Rate per 100,000 popltn.
List Causes or DEATH
Nos. 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 || 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953
001-008 Tuberculosis of respiratory system .| 524 495 325 257 |{ 38.3 | 36.1 | 23.6 | 18.6
010-019 Tuberculosis, other forms . 137 122 85 591 10,0 8.9} 6.2 4.3
020-029 Syphilis and its sequelae .. . 48 42 33 26 3.5 | 3.1 2.4 1.9

040 Typhoid fever . .. .. 5 2 2 1 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1

043 Cholera . .- .. . . . . . . .
045-048 Dysentery, all forms .. [} . 2 . 0.4 . 0.1
050, 051 Scarlet fever and strep!ococcal ‘sore throat 3 3 1 1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1

055 Diphtheria 6 2 . 1 0.4 0.1 . 0.1

056 ‘Whooping cough .. .. 30 18 22 13 2.2 1.3 1.6 0.9

057 Meningococcal mfectxons . .. 9 11 9 8 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.6

058 Plague . .. .. . . . . . . . .

080 Acute pollomyehtu .. .. . 25 10 7 15 1.8] 0.7| 0.5 1.1

084 Smallpox .. .. .. .. . . . .

085 Measles . 12 8 3 09| 07| 0.6 0.2
100-108 ‘Typhus and other nckettsnal diseases .. . . . . .
110-117 Malaria . .. . . . . . .

030-039, 041,

042,044, 049,

052-054, 059- | | All other infective and parasitic diseases 40 57 39 39 2.9 4.2 291 2.8
074, 081-083, .

086-096, 120-

138

140-205 Malignant neoplasms including neoplasms
of lymphatic and haematopoietic tissues

(a) Cancer 12,091 | 2,034 | 2,020 {2,125 {{152.8 {148.1 {146.9 |153.5

(b) Hodgkin's disease and leukaemia . 75 66 81 65 54| 4.8 59| 4.7

210-239 Benign and unspecified neoplasms .. 65 51 57 43 4.7 3.7 4.1 3.1

260 Diabetes mellitus . .. .. 93 88 75 81 6.8 6.4 5.5 5.8
290-293 Anaemias . . 75 83 67 73 5.5 6.0 4.9 5.3
330-334 Vascular lesions a&ectmg central nervous

system .. . 11,719 | 1,983 | 1,928 | 1,926 ||1€5.6 [144.4 |140.2 [139.2

340 Nonmeningococcal menmgms .. 11 14 20 15 0.8 1.0 1.5 1.1
400-402 Rheumatic fever . .. 58 40 41 41 4.2 2.9 3.0} 3.0
410-416 Chronic rheumatic heart disease ..l 215 208 188 | 207 )] 15.7 | 15.2 | 13.7 | 15.0
420-422 Arteriosclerotic and degeneratwe heart

disease .. ..13,930 | 4.254 13,705 | 3,744 ||287.1 [310.0 |269.5 270.5
430-434 Other diseases of the heart .. ..| 488 592 507 451 || 35.6 | 43.1 | 36.9 | 32.6
440-443 Hypertension with heart disease .| 404 453 442 409 || 29.5 | 33.0 | 32.2 | 29.5
444-447 Hypertension without mention of heart 145 160 156 175 || 10.6 | 11.7 | 11.3 | 12.6
480-483 Influenza .. . .. 187 883 61 117 11.5 ] 64.3 4.4 8.4
490-493 Pneumonia .. .. .. .| 598 768 | 549 574 ||.43.7 | 56.0 | 39.9 | 41.5
500-502 Bronchitis .. ..} 547 642 400 420 || 40.0 | 46.8 | 29.1 | 30.3
540, 541 Ulcer of stomach and duodenum .. 91 108 105 102 6.6 7.9 7.6 7.4
550-553 Appendicitis . 27 25 18 18 20| 1.8} 1.3 1.3
560, 561, 570 Intestinal obstruction ‘.md herma 106 88 91 84 7.7 6.4 6.6 6.1
543, 571 Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis and colitis
572 except diarrhoea of new born. 1 120 139 121 147 8.8 | 10.1 8.8110.6
581 Cirrhosis of liver . .. .. 31 32 34 25 23| 2.3 2.5 1.8
590-594 Nephritis and nephrosiﬂ . .| 247 217 191 176 || 18.0 1 15.8 | 13 9} 12.7

610 °* Hyperplasia of prostate . 172 145 127 162 || 12.6 | 10.6 9.2 | 11.7
640-652 Complications of pregnancy, chlldbmh
670-689 and the puerperium . 32 31 31 17 2.3 2.3 2.3 1.2
750-759 Congenital malformations .. .| 197 215 257 214 || 14.4 ] 15.7 | 18.7 | 15.5
760-762 Birth injuries, postnatal asphyxm and

atelectasis .| 183 241 236 213 13.4 {1 17.6 } 17.2 | 15.4
763-768 Infections of the newborn .. 52 47 41 46 3.8{ 3.4 3.0 3.3
769-776 Other diseases peculiar to early xnfancy,
and immaturity unaualified 334 | 208 | 262 | 252 || 24.4 | 21.6 | 19.1 | 18.2
780-785 Senility without mention ot psychos:s ill-
defined and unknown causes 957 | 1,111 | 837 754 }| 69.9 | 80.9 | 60.9 | 54.5
All other causes .. . ..} 1,250 11,283 | 1,163 | 1,081 || 91.3 | 93.5 | 84.6 | 78.0
ES810-E835 Motor vehicle accidents .. .. 123 159 120 135 9.0 | 11.6 8.7 9.8
E800-E802, All other accidents .. ..{ 3856 ] 332 | 303 | 441 | 26.1 | 24.2 | 22.0 | 31.9
E840-E962
Egss E970-| Suicide and self-inflicted injury .. 48 56 41 46 3.5| 4.1 3.0 3.3
E980-E999 Homicide and operation< of war .. 3 7 6 9 0.1 0.5| 0.4 0.6
ArL Causes .. ..[15,839 |17,628 (14.812 114,813 |{1157.0 1284.3{1077.5 1070.2
Number and percentage of uncertified
deaths .. .. .| 272 ] 312 | 245 193 1.7 1.8 1.7 1.3




DIAGRAM IV.—Death Rates from Tuberculosis in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1928-53.
- : Rate per 100,000 Population. -
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Tuberculosis is in general more prevalent in the cities and towns than
in the country districts. In 1953 the rate per 1,000 of the population for
all urban areas was 0.27 and for rural areas 0.18. The rates in 1952 were
0.36 and 0.23 respectively.

Tuberculosis of the respiratory system accounted for 81.3 per cent.
of the total deaths from tuberculosis, as compared with 79.3 per cent. in
1952.

TABLE K.—Northern Ireland : Deaths and Death Rate from Tﬁberculosis
(All Forms), 1926, 1937 and 1948-1953.

MaLES FEMALES : TorarL
Rate per Rate per Rate per
YEAR Number 1,000 of the Number 1,000 of the Number 1,000 of the
of estimated of estimated of estimated
Deaths Male Deaths Female Deaths population
population population
1926 849 1.40 992 1.53 1,841 1.47
1937 627 1.00 624 0.95 1,251 0.98
1948 492 0.75 440 0.64 932 0.69
1949 427 0.64 371 0.54 798 0.59
1950 356 0 53 305 0.43 661 0.48
1951 342 0.51 275 0 39 617 0.45
1952 236 0.35 174 0 25 410 0.30
1953 172 0.25 144 0.20 316 0.23

TaBLE L.—Northern Ireland : Death Rates per 1,000 of the Populationv from
Tuberculosis (All Forms) by Counties, 1926, 1937 and 1948-53.

Londonderry
Belfast excludirg | Londonderry
YEAR Antrim { Armagh® County | Down | Fermanagh County County Tyrone
| Borough Borough Borough
1926 1.29 1.38 1.74 1.43 0.98 1.25 1.37 Y 1.38
1937 0.81 1.14 1.16 0.85 1.03 0.56 1.11 0.92
1948 0.61 0.72 0.72 0.68 0.69 0.57 0.87 0.74
1949 0.53 0.52 0.71 0.49 0.41 0.50 0.71 0.57
1950 0.43 0.41 0.60 0.39 0.35 0.34 0.97 0.39
1951 0 3t 0 34 0.59 0.44 0.41 0.25 0.56 0.48
1952 0.20 0.32 0.38 0.29 0.13 0.29 0.39 0.26
1953 0.22 0.27 0.29 0.23 0.15 0.10 0.18 0.14

The Abstracts of causes of death give particulars regarding the sexes
and ages of the persons who died from the various forms of tuberculous
disease during the year, and also the deaths from tuberculosis allocated
to each county and to each administrative area in Northern Ireland.

Table K affords comparison of the summarised figures for 1953 with those
for certain preceding years. Table L shows comparisons of the sum-
marised figures for each of the six counties of Northern Ireland and Belfast
and Londonderry County Boroughs.

Cancer.—The number of deaths from cancer in Northern Ireland during
1953 was 2,125, giving a death rate of 1.54 per 1,000 of the population,
which is 0.07 above the rate for 1952 and the average rate for the previous
five years. From Diagram V. it can be seen that the general tendency has
been for this rate to show a more or less steady increase.

Diagram VI compares the death rates from tuberculosis and cancer ;
and from this it can be seen that, prior to 1931, tuberculosis accounted
for a greater number of deaths, whereas since that date cancer has proved
the more dangerous.



DIAGRAM V.—Death Rates from Cancer in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1928-1953.

Rate per 100,000 Population.
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