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30th March 1951. 

To Major the Right Honourable J. Maynard Sinclair, 
Minister of Finance for Northern Ireland. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to submit the Twenty-eighth Annual Report on 
the Births, Deaths, and Marriages registered in Northern Ireland, to­
gether with Abstracts of the particulars of such registrations. The Report 
relates to the year ended 31st December, 1949. The Abstracts have been 
prepared for presentation to Parliament, pursuant to the provisions of 
statutes governing the registration system. The Report draws attention 
to the salient features of the vital statistics contained in the Abstracts, and 
figures relating to prevous years are included for purposes of comparsion. 
Information is also given relating to notifications of infectious diseases, and 
to weather conditions, but migration statistics are not at present available. 

I beg to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered by Dr. J. Boyd, 
Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health and Local Government, 
who advises this office in regard to medical matters. I also desire to record 
my appreciation of the courtesy shown by the Registrars-General of 
England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, in furnishing 
information relating to the areas under their respective administrations. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. A. CARSON, 

Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages for Northern Ireland. 
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Twenty-Eighth Annual Report 

of the Registrar-General for Northern Ireland 

REPORT 

ADMINISTRATION 

1. Introductory.—The administrative functions of the office of the 
Registrar-General comprise the registration of births, deaths, marriages 
and adoptions, and the provision or supervision of machinery for dealing 
with preliminaries to marriages other than those according to the rites of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

2. Buildings licensed or registered for Marriages.—The num­
bers of places of worship (other than those belonging to the Roman 
Catholic Church) in which marriages could be solemnised, as at 31st 
December in each of the years 1947, 1948 and 1949, were as follows :— 

DENOMINATION 

Church of Ireland 
Presbyter ian 
Methodist 
o t h e r s . . 

TOTAL 

1947 

390 
502 
ISO 
206 

1,248 

1948 

390 
502 
150 
209 

1,251 

1949 

390 
503 
150 
211 

1,254 

3. State of Registration.—The measures adopted for particulars of 
births notified under the Notification of Births Act, 1907, to be furnished to 
Registrars in the two County Boroughs have continued to be of value in 
securing the registration of a number of births which had not been regi­
stered within the prescribed period of 6 weeks. In connection with the 
registration of deaths, returns of burials made to Registrars by Clerks of 
Burial Boards and Cemetery Companies have been of considerable assist­
ance. 

Births and deaths not registered within a year of their occurrence can 
be recorded only with the authority of the Registrar-General. During 
1949 such authority was granted for the registration of 105 births, as com­
pared with 159 in 1948, and 279 in 1947. The registration of 10 deaths 
was authorised as compared with 12 in 1948 and 8 in 1947. 

4. Legitimacy Act (N.I.), 1928.—Under this Act an illegitimate child 
whose parents have married is, subject to certain conditions, legitimated, 
and the Registrar-General is empowered to authorise the re-registration 
of the birth. During 1949 the re-registration of the births of 131 children 
was authorised under the Act, the figures for 1948 and 1947 being 166 
and 174 respectively. 



5. Adoption of Children Act (N.I.)» 1929.—A register of children 
adopted under the provisions of this Act is kept in the General Register 
Office, to which the Adoption Orders made by the Courts are communi­
cated. A certified copy of an entry in this register is evidence of adoption, 
and is also evidence of the date of birth, if that date is recorded in the entry. 
The children whose adoptions were recorded in the Adopted Children 
Register during 1949 numbered 353, the figures for 1948 and 1947 being 
406 and 341 respectively. 

6. Searches and Certificates.—The original records of births, deaths, 
and marriages registered in Northern Ireland are, in general, in the custody 
of local registration officers, who issue annually therefrom many thousands 
of certificates. An indication of the extent to which Government De­
partments and the public have utilised the facilities for searching in the 
indexes and obtaining certificates from records in the General Register 
Office for Northern Ireland (including the Adopted Children Register) 
is afforded by the following table :— 

Y E A R 

1927 

1937 

1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Official 

Searches 

56 

94 

185 
186 
206 
160 
194 

Certificates 

29 

88 

185 
187 
206 
158 
193 

Searches 

109 

363 

1,543 
1,714 
1,822 
1,745 
1,836 

Paid 

Certificates 

Full 

112 

290 

1,489 
1,639 
1,772 
1,654 
1,756 

Shor t 

— 

— 

1,309 
1,182 

Fees Received 

i s. d. 
19 9 0 

55 2 0 

263 5 6 
290 11 6 
312 12 0 
326 14 6 
340 17 0 

SUMMARY OF REGISTRATION. 

7. Introductory.—The figures contained in this Report may be re­
garded as final, and as superseding the provisional figures already pub­
lished for the year 1949 in the Registrar-General's weekly and quarterly 
returns. It should be noted that statistics of deaths for years 1941-1949 
relate to civilians only. 

The value of the statistical information concerning deaths contained 
in the Registrar-General's Annual Reports and other publications is to 
a large extent dependent on the degree of care and accuracy with which 
the members of the medical profession enter the required particulars on 
the form of medical certificate of the cause of death. The particulars 
so given are incorporated in the death entries, and thus in every case in 
which a person had been attended in his or her last illness by a medical 
practitioner, the medical certificate given by the latter forms the basis 
upon which the cause of death is classified. 

Comparisons with rates (births, deaths, etc.) recorded in other parts 
of the British Isles are included in several tables and diagrams. These 
comparisons are substantially correct but, owing to changes in the mode 
of computing population figures in certain countries in certain years, com­
plete accuracy has not been achieved and the question is receiving further 
consideration. 



For the purpose of the Registrar-General's Annual Reports the classi­
fications adopted are the Intermediate and Short Lists shown in the 
" Manual of the International List of Causes of Death, as adapted for 
use in England and Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland," published 
by H.M. Stationery Office. 

Abstract IX shows the deaths classified under the headings of the Inter­
mediate List (slightly amplified in the case of tuberculosis and modified 
in the case of violent deaths), while the causes shown in Abstracts VIII 
and XIII and certain of the tables in the text are in accordance with the 
Short List. The Detailed List numbers have also been given in Abstracts 
VIII and IX for purpose of reference. 

In general in the tables and abstracts, dots (.) are used to indicate 
" none," and dashes (—) are used to indicate that information cannot be 
given or that the headings are not applicable. 

Throughout the Report, births and deaths have been allocated to the 
district of normal residence, births having been assigned to the districts 
containing the normal residence of the parents, and deaths to the districts 
containing the normal residence of the deceased persons. 

8. Marriages, Births, and Deaths Registered.—The results of the 
years registration, as compared with the figures for 1948, show slight decreases 
of 0.15 and 0.5 in the marriage and birth rates respectively, and a slight 
increase of 0.1 in the death rate. The infant mortdity rate, which shows 
a decrease of 1, is the lowest on record. The numbers and rates will be 
found in Tables A and B on page 9. Further comments will be found 
under the relative headings below. 

MARRIAGES 

9. Number and Rate.—Marriages registered during the year numbered 
9,216 which is 144 less than the previous year. The rate 6.78 per 1,000 
of the estimated population is 0.15 below that for the year 1948. Of the 
total marriages 93.7 per cent, were between bachelors and spinsters, 3.6 per 
cent, between widowers and spinsters, 1.5 per cent, between bachelors and 
widows and 1.2 per cent, between widowers and widows. Thus, 4.8 per 
cent, of the men married during the year were widowers and 2.6 per cent. 
of the women were widows or, in 8 out of every 100 marriages, one or both 
of the contracting parties had been married before. It should be noted that 
for the purpose of these calculations, divorced men and women who marry 
are included with bachelors and spinsters respectively. 

10. Ages at Marriage.—The average age of men marrying in 1949 was 
29.2 and of women 26.4. During 1948 this age was 30.4 among men and 
26.8 among women. Of the contracting parties 5.0 per cent, of the husbands 
and 19.0 per cent, of the wives were minors, as compared with 4.3 per cent, 
and 18.2 per cent, respectively in 1948. Further statistics will be found in 
Abstracts III, IV and V. 

11. Method of Celebration.—Table D shows for Northern Ireland 
the marriages registered during the years 1927, 1937 and 1943 to 1949 
according to methods of celebration. The religious denominations sro 
placed in the order of the number of members at the last Census. 



DIAGRAM 1.—Marriage Rates in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1926-49. 
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TABLE A.—Northern Ireland : Population, Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths, 1936-1949, with Quinquennial Averages from year 
1911. 

YEAR 

1911-15 

1916-20 

1921-25 

1926-30 

1931-35 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

7936-40 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

1941-45 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Estimated 
Mid-Year 

Population 

7,235,000 

1,227,000 

1,260,000 

1,246,000 

1,258,000 

1,276,000 
1,281,000 
1,286,000 
1,295,000 
1,296,000 

1.287.000 

1,288,000* 
1,296,000* 
1,302,000* 
1,316,000* 
1,317,000* 

1,304.000* 

1,333,000* 
1,339,000* 
1,351,000* 
1,360,000* 

Marriages 

7.535 

8,250 

7,873 

7,328 

7,806 

9,144 
8,623 
8,617 
9,185 
9,795 

9,073 

11,966 
11,673 
10,155 
9,508 

10,452 

10,751 

9,801 
9,517 
9,360 
9,216 

Births 
(Total) 

29,675 

27.560 

29,104 

26,418 

25,098 

25,909 
25,412 
25,742 
25,240 
25,363 

25,533 

26,887 
29,645 
31,521 
30,900 
29,007 

29,592 

30,134 
31,254 
29,532 
29,106 

Illegitimate 
Births 

1.296 

1,258 

1,248 

1,249 

1,259 

1,199 
1,183 
1,150 
1,187 
1,169 

1,178 

1,297 
1,467 
1,728 
1,737 
1,569 

1,560 

1,319 
1,179 
1,072 
1,066 

Deaths 

21,929 

22,128 

19.594 

18,403 

18,026 

18,429 
19,282 
17,649 
17,542 
18,941 

18,369 

19,640* 
17,256* 
17,437* 
16,791* 
16,264* 

17,478* 

16,666* 
16,913* 
15,125* 
15,652* 

Deaths of 
Infants 

under 1 year 
of Age 

3,030 

2,620 

2,392 

2,083 

1,966 

1,992 
1,969 
1,933 
1,779 
2,179 

1.970 

2,059 
2,265 
2,464 
2,083 
1,975 

2,169 

1,626 
1,658 
1,347 
1,317 

NoTB—For Births and Deaths in Counties and Principal Towns, see Abstract VIII. 

TABLE B.—Northern Ireland : Annual Marriage, Birth, and Death 
Rates, and Deaths of Infants under 1 year per 1,000 births, 
1936-1949, with Quinquennial Averages from, year 1911. 

Y E A R 

1911-15 

1916-20 

1921-25 

1926-30 

1931-35 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1936-40 

1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

1941-45 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Rates per 1,000 of Estimated Population 

Marriages 

6.09 

6.72 

6.25 

5.88 

6.21 

7.17 
6 .73 
6 .70 
7.09 
7 .56 

7.05 

9 .29 
9.01 
7.79 
7 .24 
7 .92 

8.24 

7.35 
7.11 
6 .93 
6 .78 

Births 

24.0 

22.5 

23.1 

21.2 

20.0 

20 .3 
19.8 
2 0 . 0 
19.5 
19.6 

19.8 

20 .9 
22 .9 
24 .2 
2 3 . 5 
22 .0 

22.7 

22 .6 
23 .3 
21 .9 
21 .4 

Deaths 

17.7 

18.0 

15.6 

14.8 

14.3 

14.4 
15.1 
13.7 
13.5 
14.6 

14.3 

l S . 2 t 
13.3 
13.4 
12.8 
12.3 

13.4 

12.5 
12.6 
1 1 . 2 * 
1 1 . 5 * 

Illegitimate 
Births 

Per cent. 
of Total 
Births 

4.37 

4.56 

4.29 

4.73 

5.02 

4 .63 
4 .66 
4.47 
4 .70 
4.61 

4.61 

4 .82 
4 .95 
5 .48 
5 .62 
5.41 

5.27 

4.37 
3 .77 
3 .63 
3 .66 

Deaths of 
Infants under 
1 year of Age 

per 1,000 
Live Births 

702 

95 

82 

79 

78 

77 
77 
75 
70 
86 

77 

77 
76 
78 
67 
68 

73 

54 
53 
46 
45 

* Civilians only. t Civilian death rate (exduding air raid casualties) 14.6. 
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TABLE C.—Comparative Statistics for Northern Ireland, England 
and Wales, Scotland, and the Irish Republic, 1926,1937,1944-1949. 

MARRIAGE RATES PER 1,000 OF POPULATION 

Years 

1926 
1937 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Northern Ireland 

5 . 8 
6 .7 
7 .2 
7 .9 
7 .4 
7.1 
6 .9 
6 .8 

England and Wales 

7.2 

Scotland 

6 .4 
7 .7 
7 .2 
9 .4 
8 . 9 
8 . 6 
8 .5 
8 .1 

Irish Republic 

4 . 6 
5 .0 
5 .7 
5 . 8 
5 .9 
5 .5 
5 .4 
5 .4 

BIRTH RATES PER 1,000 OF POPULATION 

Years 

1926 
1937 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Northern Ireland 

22 .5 
19.8 
23 .5 
22 .0 
2 2 . 6 
2 3 . 3 
21 .9 
21 .4 

England and Wales 

17.8 
14.9 
17.7 
16.1 
19.1 
20 .5 
17.8 
16.7 

Scotland 

21.1 
17.6 
18.5 
16.9 
20 .3 
22 .0 
19.4 
18.5 

Irish Republic 

20 .6 
19 .2 
22 .2 
22 .4 
23 .0 
23 .2 
22 .0 
21 .5 

D E A T H RATES PER 1,000 OF POPULATION 

Years 

1926 
1937 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Northern Ireland 

15.0 
15.1 
12.8* 
12.3* 
12.5* 
12.6* 
11.2* 
11.5* 

and Wales 

11.6 
12.4 
12.7* 
12.6* 
12.0* 
12.3* 
11.0* 
11.8* 

Scotland 

13.1 
13.9 
13.6* 
13.2* 
13 .1* 
12.9 
11.8 
12.3 

Irish Republic 

14.1 
15.3 
15.3 
14.3 
14.0 
14.8 
12.1 
12.7 

INFANT MORTALITY RATES PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS 

Years 

1926 
1937 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Northern Ireland 

85 
77 
67 
68 
54 
53 
46 
45 

England and Wales 

70 
58 
46 
46 
43 
41 
34 
32 

Scotland 

83 
80 
65 
56 
54 
56 
45 
41 

Irish Republic 

74 
73 
79 
71 
65 
68 
50 
53 

DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS) PER 1,000 OF POPULATION 

Years 

1926 
1937 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Northern Ireland England and Wales 

1.47 
0.98 
0.89 
0.80 
0 .83 
0 .73 
0 .69 
0 .59 

0 .96 
0 .68 
0 .63 
0 .62 
0.55 
0.55 
0.51 
0 .46 

Scotland 

1.00 
0 .74 
0 .82 
0 .79 
0 .79 
0 .80 
0 .75 
0 .67 

1 Irish Republic 

1 1.47 
1.23 
1.30 
1.24 
1.15 
1.25 
1.04 

1 0.91 

* Civilian Death Rates. 
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It will be observed that the decrease in the number of marriages in 1949 
is distributed over all denominations. Marriages taking place in Registrars' 
Offices in the year under review represented 7.9 per cent, of the total marriages 
as compared with 7.6 in the previous year and 6.7 per cent, in 1930. 

12. Signatures by "Mark."—Of the 18,432 persons married only 
eight signed the registers or certificates by " mark," as compared with 17 
in the previous year and 130 in 1935. 

TABLE D.—Northern Ireland : Marriages Registered, according 
to Methods of Celebration, 1927, 1937, 1943-49. 

Y E A R 

1927 
1937 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Roman 
Catholic 

2,091 
2,396 
2,928 
2,828 
3,027 
2,693 
2,613 
2,624 
2,617 

Presby­
terian 

2,074 
2,473 
3,100 
2,877 
3,168 
3,046 
3,003 
2,927 
2,812 

Church. 
of 

Ireland 

2,150 
2,426 
2,528 
2,273 
2,576 
2,493 
2,359 
2,314 
2,295 

Metho­
dist 

235 
426 
495 
474 
547 
491 
479 
494 
475 

I n 
Other 

Churches 

233 
247 
281 
307 
289 
276 
318 
285 
278 

In 
Regis­
t rars ' 

Offices 

388 
647 
807 
726 
837 
795 
736 
709 
730 

Jewish 

4 
8 

11 
23 

8 
7 
9 
7 
9 

Tota l 
Marriages 

Registered 

7,175 
8,623 

10,155 
9,508 

10,452 
9,801 
9,517 
9,360 
9,216 

Total 
Marriage 
Rate per 

1,000 of 
Es t imated 
Populat ion 

5.74 
6 .73 
7.79 
7.24 
7.92 
7 .35 
7.11 
6 .93 
6 .78 

BIRTHS 

13. Number and Rate.—The births registered during the year num­
bered 29,106, a decrease of 426 as compared with the previous year. The 
birth rate was 21.4 per 1,000 of the estimated population, being 0.5 below 
the rate for the previous year. Illegitimate births numbered 1,066, a decrease 
of 6 as compared with the number recorded for 1948 ; the proportion to 
total births (3.66 per cent.) being 0.03 above that for the previous year. 
In England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, the illegitimate 
births as percentages of the total births in the year 1949 were 4.97, 5.46 and 
3.1 respectively. 

TABLE E.—Northern Ireland: County and Urban and Rural Birth 
and Death Rates, 1947-49. 

A R E A 

Northern Ireland 

Belfast Co. Borough 
Londonderry Co. Borough 
County Antr im . . 
County A r m a g h . . 
County Down 
County Fermanagh 
County Londonder ry t 
County Tyrone . . 

Aggregate of Urban Areas 
Aggregate of Rural Areas 

Births per 1,000 of 
Populat ion 

1947 

2 3 . 3 

23 .3 
28 .7 
21 .2 
23 .3 
21 .7 
2 3 , 5 
2 6 . 8 
25 .1 

23 .7 
23 .0 

1948 

2 1 . 9 

21 .4 
2 7 . 3 
2 0 . 6 
21 .7 
2 0 . 3 
23 .4 
2 4 . 8 
23 .4 

22 .0 
21 .7 

1949 

21 .4 

20 .2 
28 .1 
2 1 . 0 
22 .1 
19.9 
21 .9 
24 .1 
23 .3 

21 .2 
21 .6 

Deaths per 1,000 of 
Population 

1947 

12 .6 

11 .8 
13.5 
12 .5 
12.9 
13.0 
13.0 
13.0 
14.2 

12.1 
13.2 

1948 

11.2 

10 .3 
10 .3 
11.1 
U . 8 
11.7 
12.1 
11 .8 
12.6 

10.8 
11.7 

1949 

11 .5 

11.5 
11.5 
11.1 
11.4 
11.3 
12.9 
11.0 
12.5 

11.5 
11.5 

t Excluding the County Borough. 



DIAGRAM II.—Birth Rates in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1922-49. 
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14. Proportion of Males to Females.—Births of males in Northern 
Ireland in 1949 numbered 15,027 and those of females 14,079 ; the propor­
tion of male to female births was therefore 1,067 to 1,000. The correspon­
ding proportions for each of the years 1944-48 were 1,052, 1,063, 1,056, 
1,050 and 1,070 respectively. 

15. Multiple Births.—Of the 29,106 children whose births were regis­
tered during the year, 28,351 were born singly, 740 children were twins, 
and 15 were triplets. Thus, there were 370 births of twins and 5 of triplets 
during 1949, compared with 362 and 6 respectively during 1948. Still­
births not being registered in Northern Ireland, a birth of one live child and 
one still-born child is regarded as a single birth, a birth of two live children 
and one still-born child as a twin birth, and so on. 

DEATHS 

16. Number and Rate.—The number of civilia|i deaths recorded 
during the year 1949, and the civilian death rate per 1,000 of the population, 
were 15,652 and 11.5 respectively. The comparative figures for 1948 were 
15,125 and 11.2. 

Of the total deaths, 7,930 were of males and 7,722 were of females, the 
equivalent armual death rates being 12.0 and 11.1 per 1,000 of the male 
and female estimated populations, respectively. The corresponding rates 
for 1948 were 11.7 and 10.7. 

According to the ages stated to Registrars, 9.9 per cent, of the total deaths 
were of children under 5 years of age and 59.7 per cent, were of persons aged 
65 and upwards. There were 69 deaths of persons (31 males and 38 females) 
aged 95 and upwards ; 6 of these deaths (1 male and 5 females) were of 
persons whose ages at death were returned as 100 years and upwards. The 
age of the male was given as 100, and the ages of the females were given 
as 3 at 100, 1 at 102 and 1 at 103. 

17. Deaths in Hospitals.—The number of deaths occurring in hos­
pitals in each of the years 1939-49 are shown in Abstract X. 32.6 per cent, 
of the deaths registered in 1949 took place in hospitals (2.6 per cent, in 
public mental hospitals and 30.0 in other hospitals), and the remaining 67.4 
per cent, occurred in the deceased person's own home, in private nursing 
homes, or in places other than hospitals. The percentage of deaths taking 
place in hospitals has risen from 17.0 in 1924 to 32.6 in 1949. 

18. Proportion of Deaths from the Principal Causes.— 
Abstract XIII shows the deaths from the principal causes as propor­
tions per 1,000 of the total deaths in certain age groups. It will be seen 
from this abstract that, for all ages taken together, heart disease bears the 
greatest proportion to the total deaths, which is the usual experience ; 
and that the deaths from this cause occur mainly among persons of fairly 
advanced ages. The proportions were high also for cancer, intra-cranial 
vascular lesions, tuberculosis, pneumonia and bronchitis. 



DIAGRAM lU.—Death Rates in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1922-49 
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At ages under one year, apart from congenital malformations, etc., and 
premature birth, the highest proportions of deaths were caused by pneu­
monia and diarrhoea. 

Between the ages of one and ten the highest proportions were caused 
by tuberculosis (the deaths from which are mainly due to tuberculosis 
of the central nervous system), pneumonia, the common infectious diseases, 
road traffic accidents, diseases of the digestive system, and congenital 
malformations, etc. 

Between the ages of ten and thirty-five, tuberculosis (principally of the 
respiratory system) caused by far the largest proportion of deaths. 

From age thirty-five onwards, heart disease, cancer, intra-cranial vas­
cular lesions, tuberculosis, bronchitis, nephritis, pneumonia and diseases 
of the digestive system were responsible for the largest proportions of 
the total mortality. 

Table F shows for each of the principal causes the numbers of deaths 
and the death rates for each year since 1946, together with corresponding 
particulars for the Irish Republic in respect of the year 1949. 

19. Deaths from the Principal Epidemic Diseases*.—The deaths 
from diseases in this group numbered 332, representing 2.1 per cent, of 
the total deaths. The corresponding figures for the year 1948 were 286 and 
1.9. 

There were, as usual, no deaths from typhus and there have been no 
deaths from smallpox in Northern Ireland since 1920. Deaths from diph­
theria in 1949 numbered 10, as compared with 135 in the year 1922. Of the 
remaining diseases in this group, the numbers of deaths from influenza, 
dysentery and diarrhoeal diseases of children under 2 years show increases, 
and those of deaths from typhoid and paratyphoid fevers, scarlet fever, 
whooping cough and measles show decreases when compared with the 
figures for 1948. 

The notifications of certain infectious diseases for each District in Nor­
thern Ireland for the year 1949 are shown in Abstract XVIII, and the diseases 
named are those laid down by Regulations (issued by the Ministry of Health 
and Local Government) as compulsorily notifiable throughout Northern 
Ireland. The Abstract does not include certain diseases of which no cases 
were notified during the year. It should be noted that, as regards measles 
and whooping cough, only the first case of either of these diseases in a house­
hold during each outbreak is required to be notified, unless a period of 2 
months intervenes in the case of the former disease and 3 months in the case 
of the latter. 

20. Influenza.—The deaths from influenza during the year numbered 
97, giving a rate of 0.07 per 1,000 of the population, compared with a rate 
of 0.06 for the year 1948. As is usually the case, mortality from this disease 
was highest in the first quarter of the year, 50.5 per cent, of the total deaths 
being registered in that quarter. 

• Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers, scarlet fever, whooping cough, diphtheria, dysentery, influenza, 
smallpox, measles, typhus, and diarrhoeal diseases of children under 2 years of age. 
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TABLE F.—Northern Ireland : Number of Deaths from the Princi­
pal Causes, Death Rates per 100,000 of Estimated Population, 
and the Number and Percentage of Uncertified Deaths, 1946-
49, with comparative figures for the Irish Republic for the year 
1949. 

Detailed 
List 
Nos. 

1, 2 

6 
8 
9 

10 
13 

14-22 
30 
33 
35 
36 

37 
45-55 

61 
83 

90-95 
96-103 

106 
107-109 
104, 105 1 
110-114 j' 

117 

119 

121 
115, 116 | 
118, 120f 
122-129 ' 
130-132 
140, 147 

141-146) 
148-150)" 

159 

157, 158 1 
160, 161 ,' 

163, 164 
170, 171 
165-169 1 
172-195'-
197, 198 ' 

CAUSES OF D E A T H 

Typhoid and Para typhoid 
Fevers 

Cerebro-spinal fever 
Scarlet fever 
Whooping Cough 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis of respiratory 

system 
Other forms of tuberculosis 
Syphilitic Disease 
Influenza 
Measles 
Acute poliomyelitis and 

polioencephaUtis 
Acute infectious encephalitis 
Cancer and other mal ignant 

tumours 
Diabetes 
Intra-cranial vascular lesions 
Hear t disease 
Other diseases of circu­

latory system 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other respiratory diseases 

Ulceration of the s tomach 
or duodenum 

Diarrhoea (under 2 years 
of age) 

Appendicitis 

Other digestive diseases 

Nephritis 
Puerperal and post-abort ive 

sepsis 
Other maternal causes 

Premature bir th 
Congenital malformations. 

bir th injury, infantile 
disease 

Suicide 
Road traffic accidents 

Other violent causes • 

All other causes . . 

A L L CAUSES 

Number and percentage 
of uncertified deaths 

Number of Deaths 

1946 

9 
26 

5 
65 
18 

849 
262 

59 
381 

8 

7 
17 

1,889 
88 

1,531 
4,353 

385 
673 
806 

230 

130 

191 
67 

322 

351 

11 

59 

372 

509 
47 
93 

338 

2,465 

16,666 

542 

1947 

10 
17 
2 

97 
14 

761 
213 

62 
273 

63 

30 
18 

1,962 
104 

1,686 
4,662 

353 
598 
795 

279 

105 

214 
64 

303 

337 

10 

48 

350 

507 
45 

110 

321 

2,500 

16,913 

513 

1948 

5 
19 
3 

49 
7 

711 
221 

56 
76 
22 

2 
16 

1,963 
96 

1,559 
4,304 

444 
507 
623 

208 

110 

122 
46 

282 

307 

6 

39 

345 

457 
57 

123 

276 

2,064 

15,125 

419 

1949 

4 
7 
1 

41 
10 i 

649 
149 
48 
97 

8 

4 
18 

1,964 
84 

1,680 
4,672 

489 
512 
626 

235 

124 

168 
46 

284 

292 

8 

30 

337 

439 
56 

139 

289 

2,142 

15,652 

334 

Irish 
Re­

public 
1949 

12 
29 
12 

130 
10 

2,142 
570 

53 
280 

56 

21 
26 

4,161 
250 

2,842 
10,016 

1,020 
1,019 
1,329 

576 

223 

490 
94 

708 

875 

18 

98 

694 

1,261 
79 

209 

690 

8,069 

38,062 

4,325 

Rate 

1946 

0 .7 
2 .0 
0 .4 
4 .9 
1.4 

63 .7 
19.6 
4 . 4 

28 .6 
0 .6 

0 .5 
1.3 

'̂ .̂1 
114.8 
326.5 

28.9 
50 .5 
60 .5 

21 .0 

9 .8 

14.3 
5.0 

24 .2 

26 .3 

0 . 8 
4 .4 

27 .9 

38 .2 
3 . 5 
7 .0 

25 .4 

184.9 

1250.3 

3 .2 

per 100,000 popl tn. 

1947 

0 .7 
1.3 
0 .1 
7 .2 
1.0 

56 .8 
15.9 
4 . 6 

20.4 
4 . 7 

2 . 2 
1.3 

146.6 
7 .8 

126.0 
348 .3 

26 .4 
44 .7 
59 .4 

20 .8 

7 .8 

16.0 
4 .8 

2 2 . 6 

25 .2 

0 . 7 

3 .6 

26.1 

37 .9 
3 .4 
8 .2 

24 .0 

186.8 

1263.3 

3 . 8 

1948 

0 .4 
1.4 
0 .2 
3 .6 
0 .5 

52 .6 
16.4 
4 .1 
5 .6 
1.6 

0 .1 
1.2 

145.3 
7 .1 

115.5 
318.7 

32 .9 
3 7 . 5 
46 .1 

15.4 

8.1 

9 .0 
3 .4 

2 0 . 9 

22 .7 

0 .4 
2 . 9 

25 .5 

33 .9 
4 . 2 
9 .1 

20 .4 

153.0 

1119.7 

2 . 8 

1949 

0 . 3 
0 .5 
0 .1 
3 .0 
0 . 7 

47 .7 
11.0 
3 .5 
7 .1 
0 . 6 

0 . 3 
1.3 

144.4 
6 .2 

123.6 
343.6 

36 .0 
37 .7 
46 .0 

17 .3 

9 .1 

12.4 
3 .4 

20 .9 

21.4 

0 . 6 
2 . 2 

24 .8 

3 2 . 3 
4 .1 

10.2 

2 1 . 3 

157.5 

1151.1 

2 .1 

Irish 
Re­

public 
1949 

0.4 
1.0 
0.4 
4 . 3 
0 . 3 

71 .7 
19.1 

1 8 
9 .4 
1.9 

0 .7 
0 .9 

139.2 
8 .4 

95 .0 
335.0 

3 4 . 1 
34 .0 
44 .5 

19 .3 

7 5 

16.4 
3 .1 

23 .7 

29 .3 

0 . 6 
3 . 3 

23 .2 

42 .2 
2 . 6 
7.0 

23 .1 

270.0 

1273.4 

11.4 

* Including miscellaneoos accidents. 

21. Tuberculosis.—The death rate from this cause of 0.59 per 1,000 
of the population is 0.10 below the rate for 1948. The death rate for 
1949 is the lowest ever recorded, the next lowest being that for 1948. 
Diagram IV shows that the death rate in Northern Ireland from all forms 
of tuberculosis has declined very steadily since 1922. The only break 
in the general trend of improvement occurs during the period covered 
by the war years, and it will be noticed from the diagram that this rise 
was experienced in all other parts of the British Isles. The corresponding 
rates for England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic in 1949 
were 0.46, 0.67 and 0.91 respectively. 



IV.—Death Rates from Tuberculosis in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1926-49. 
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From Abstract XIII it will be seen that tuberculous diseases have 
caused 401 deaths in every 1,000 between the ages of 15 and 25, and 372 
per 1,000 between 25 and 35. Further, from Abstract IX it appears that 
36 per cent, of the deaths from all forms of tuberculous disease during 
1949 occurred between the ages of 15 and 35, as compared with 44 per 
cent, in 1948. 

Tuberculosis is in general more prevalent in the cities and towns than 
in the country districts. In 1949 the rate per 1,000 of the population 
for all urban areas was 0.65 and for rural areas 0.53. The rates in 1948 
were 0.76 and 0.61 respectively. 

Tuberculosis of the respiratory system accounted for 81.3 per cent, 
of the total deaths from tuberculosis, as compared with 76.3 per cent, in 
1948. 

TABLE G.—Northern Ireland : Deaths and Death Rate from 
Tuberculosis (All Forms), 1926, 1937 and 1943-49. 

Y E A R 

1926 -
1937 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

MAL 

Number 
of 

Deaths 

849 
627 
605 
567 
522 
564 
530 
492 
427 

ES 

Rate per 
1,000 of the 
est imated 

Male 
population 

1.40 
1.00 
0 .95 
0 .89 
0.81 
0.87 
0 .81 
0 .75 
0 64 

F E M A L E S 

Number 
of 

Deaths 

992 
624 
585 
597 
536 
547 
444 
440 
371 

Rate per 
1,000 of the 
est imated 

Female 
population 

1.53 
0 .95 
0.87 
0 .88 
0.79 
0 .80 
0 .65 
0 .64 
0.54 

T O T A L 

Number 
of 

Deaths 

1,841 
1,251 
1,190 
1,164 
1,058 
1,111 

974 
932 
798 

Rate per 
1,000 of the 
es t imated 
population 

1.47 
0 .98 
0.91 
0 .89 
0.80 
0 .83 
0 .73 
0 .69 
0 .59 

TABLE H.—Northern Ireland : Death Rates per 1,000 of the 
Population from Tuberculosis (All Forms) by Counties, 1926, 
1937 and 1943-49. 

Y E A R 

1926 
1937 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

Antr im 

1.29 
0.81 
0.74 
0 .69 
0.60 
0.69 
0 .63 
0.61 
0 .53 

Armagh 

1.38 
1.14 
0.90 
0 .71 
0 .75 
0.69 
0 .80 
0.72 
0 .52 

Belfast 
County 
Borough 

1.74 
1.16 
1.16 
1.03 
0 .93 
0 .95 
0.77 
0.72 
0 .71 

Down 

1.43 
0 .85 
0.77 
0 .97 
0 .78 
0 .88 
0 .74 
0 .68 
0 .49 

Fermanagh 

0 .98 
1.03 
0 .78 
0 .72 
0 .68 
0 .76 
0 .62 
0 .69 
0.41 

Londonderry 
excluding 

County 
Borough 

1.25 
0 .56 
0 .60 
0 .70 
0 .73 
0.74 
0 .68 
0.57 
0 .50 

Londonderry 
County 
Borough 

1.37 
l . U 
1.17 
1.19 
0 .98 
1.21 
0.84 
0.87 
0 .71 

Tyrone 

1.38 
0 .92 
0.87 
0 .83 
0.81 
0 .68 
0 .69 
0 .74 
0 .57 

The Abstracts of causes of death give particulars regarding the sexes 
and ages of the persons who died from the various forms of tuberculous 
disease during the year, and also the deaths from tuberculosis allocated 
to each county and to each of the principal towns in Northern Ireland. 



DIAGRAM V.—Death Rates from Cancer in Northern Ireland, England and Wales, Scotland and the Irish Republic, 1926-1949. 
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Table G affords comparison of the summarised figures for 1949 with those 
for certain preceding years. Table H shows comparisons of the sum­
marised figures for each of the six counties of Northern Ireland and Belfast 
and Londonderry County Boroughs. 

22. Cancer.—The number of deaths from cancer in Northern Ire­
land during 1949 was 1,964, giving a death rate of 1.44 per 1,000 of the 
population, which is the same as the rate for 1948. From Diagram V. 
it can be seen that the general tendency has been for this rate to show a 
more or less steady increase. 

Diagram VI compares the death rates from tuberculosis and cancer ; 
and from this it can be seen that, prior to 1931, tuberculosis accounted 
for a greater number of deaths, whereas since that date cancer has proved 
the more dangerous. 

The death rates from cancer among males and females were 1.49 and 
1.41 respectively. In 1948 the male and female rates were 1.42 and 1.49 
respectively. 

The most frequent sites of fatal cancer among males during the year were 
stomach, 216 ; intestines, 134 ; prostate, 90 ; rectum, 88 ; lungs, 84 
and pancreas, 45. Among females the most frequent sites were breast, 179 
stomach, 171 ; intestines, 109 ; uterus, 102 ; rectum, 57 ; ovary, 41 
and liver and gall bladder, 38. 

Abstract XIV gives particulars regarding sex, age and sites of fatal cancer 
during the year 1949. 

23. Cerebral Haemorrhage, Apoplexy, etc.—The deaths assigned 
to this group (now described as " Intra-cranial vascular lesions ") num­
bered 1,680, giving a rate of 1.24 per 1,000 of the population. This rate 
is 0.09 above that for 1948. 

24. Heart Disease.—The deaths from the various forms of heart 
disease during the year numbered 4,672, the rate per 1,000 of the popu­
lation being 3.44, which is 0.25 above that for the previous year. The 
death rate from this disease has been more or less steadily increasing over 
a number of years. 

25. Bronchitis.—The deaths from bronchitis during the year num­
bered 512, giving a rate of 0.38 per 1,000 of the population, which is the 
same as the rate for 1948. 

26. Pneumonia.—There were 626 deaths from pneumonia during 
1949, the rate per 1,000 of the population being 0.46. 


