Definitions and conventions used

Area covered

Unless otherwise stated all statistics relate to Northern Ireland.

Explanatory notes

Each section of the Abstract is followed by explanatory notes which should be read in conjunction with the appropriate tables.

Non-calendar years

Academic year:  September 2005 to June 2006 would be shown as 2005/06.

Financial year:  1 April 2005 to 31 March 2006 would be shown as 2005-06.

Migration year:  1 July 2005 to 30 June 2006 would be shown as 2005/6.

Data covering more than one year: 2004, 2005 and 2006 would be shown as 2004-06; 2005 to 2006 would be shown as 2005-06.

A survey conducted over two calendar years, for example 2005 and 2006, would be shown as 2005/6 even though it may not collect data for a complete 12 month period. Surveys which cover financial or academic years would be shown as 2005-06 and 2005/06 respectively.

Rounding of figures

Where figures have been rounded to the nearest final digit, there may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of the constituent items and the total.

Symbols

The following symbols are used throughout the Abstract:

..
not available

.
not applicable

-
negligible (less than half the final digit shown)

0
nil

*
sample size too small for a reliable estimate

p
provisional

r
revised

f
forecast

<
less than

≤
less than or equal to

>
greater than

GB
denotes a value which relates to the three countries of Great Britain: England, Scotland and Wales.

UK
denotes a value which relates to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

ROI
denotes a value which relates to the Republic of Ireland.

Typeface

Bold text and values denote summary values.

Values in italics denote percentages and rates.

